
 
 
   Office of Water Resources, Michael A. Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalle St., S-703, Chicago, IL 60601 

 
 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources  
Public Notice  

  
Construction of New Access for the Evanston Dog Park 

In Lake Michigan, at the Evanston Dog Park 
 
The City of Evanston, 2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston IL 60201, has applied for an Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources permit for the construction of a new access 
structure for its Dog Park, in Lake Michigan at 1631 Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 60201. 
 
The proposed access structure will consist of the construction of a shore parallel, on grade, cast in 
place concrete pedestrian ramp and a shore parallel stone revetment.  The proposed ramp will be 6ft. 
wide by 75ft. long with a slope of no greater than 4.5%.  The proposed ramp will be constructed on 
and perpendicular to the south side of an existing steel sheet pile groin.  Access to the ramp will be 
through a gated entrance cut from the existing steel sheet pile groin.  The proposed revetment will be 
constructed lakeward of and parallel to the proposed ramp.  The proposed revetment will be up to 
100ft. long with a crest elevation of approximately 586ft. and a crest width of approximately 4.9ft.  All 
elevations are International Great Lakes Datum 1985-adjusted (IGLD-85).  The proposed project will 
be reviewed using the Department’s Part 3704 Rules.  A location map and plans are attached to this 
notice.  
  
No work is to start on this project unless and until such a time that the permit is issued.  
 
Inquiries and comments regarding the proposed project can be directed to James Casey of the 
Chicago Office at IDNR/OWR, 160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite S-703, Chicago, Illinois 60601 or 
james.casey@illinois.gov.  An expanded version of the public notice can be viewed at 
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/WaterResources/Pages/PublicNotices.aspx.  Comments will be accepted 
through June 10, 2024. 





8.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION (Include all features):   

 

9.  PURPOSE AND NEED OF PROJECT:   
 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING FOUR BLOCKS IF DREDGED AND/OR FILL MATERIAL IS TO BE DISCHARGED 

10.  REASON(S) FOR DISCHARGE:   

 
 

11.  TYPE(S) OF MATERIAL BEING DISCHARGED AND THE AMOUNT OF EACH TYPE IN CUBIC YARDS FOR WATERWAYS: 

TYPE:   

AMOUNT IN CUBIC YARDS:   

 

12.  SURFACE AREA IN ACRES OF WETLANDS OR OTHER WATERS FILLED (See Instructions) 

 

13.  DESCRIPTION OF AVOIDANCE, MINIMIZATION AND COMPENSATION (See instructions) 

 
 

14.  Date activity is proposed to commence 
 

Date activity is expected to be completed 
 

15.  Is any portion of the activity for which authorization is 
sought now complete? 

Yes  No  NOTE:  If answer is “YES” give reasons in the Project 
Description and Remarks section. 

Month and Year the activity was 
completed   

 Indicate the existing work on drawings. 

16.  List all approvals or certification and denials received from other Federal, interstate, state, or local agencies for structures, construction, discharges or 
other activities described in this application. 

Issuing Agency Type of Approval Identification No. Date of Application Date of Approval Date of Denial 
      
      
      
17.  CONSENT TO ENTER PROPERTY LISTED IN PART 7 ABOVE IS HEREBY GRANTED. Yes  No  

18.  APPLICATION VERIFICATION (SEE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS) 
Application is hereby made for the activities described herein.  I certify that I am familiar with the information contained in the application, and that to the 
best of m  true, complete, and accurate.  I further certify that I possess the authority to undertake the proposed 
activities
     

                              Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent Date  
  

 Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent  Date  
     

 Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent  Date  

  Corps of Engineers 
       Revised 2010 

  IL Dep’t of Natural Resources 
       

  IL Environmental Protection 
Agency 

  Applicant’s Copy 
 

 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADDRESS

See Attachment 1, Exhibit JPA-1 and Project Plans

See Attachment 1, Exhibit JPA-1 and Project Plans

No fill is being discharged to waters of the US

No fill is being discharged to waters of the US

No fill is being discharged to waters of the US

No fill is being discharged to wetlands or waters of the US

N/A

August 19 2024 April 30, 2025

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Final Determination 2024-LM-69046 01/18/2024 04/29/2024

05/01/2024



  MEMORANDUM          
  www.smithgroup.com 

                                                                                                                                                            

 

 1 of 3

 

PROJECT Evanston Dog Beach Access DATE 5/1/2024 

PROJECT NO. 13959 

SUBJECT Supplementary Joint Permit 
Application Narrative 

PREPARED BY Chris Devick, SmithGroup 

 

NAME COMPANY 

Jim Casey Illinois Department of Natural Resources – 
Office of Water Resources 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
NOTES 

This memorandum provides additional information for the Joint Permit Application of the Evanston 

Dog Beach Access Project in Evanston IL. The additional narrative provided is organized by the 

corresponding application box number. 

 

Box 5 (continued) 

Linda G Jelinek 1722 Judson Ave, Evanston IL 

60201 

 

 

 

Box 8: Project Narrative 

From 2019 – 2022, elevated lake levels, lack of seasonal ice cover, and storm waves eroded the beach 

at Dog Beach, undermining the existing concrete pedestrian access structure at the northern end of the 

beach. Without safe access from the roadway to the narrow beach, the beach was closed during the 

2020-2022 summer seasons. With lowering lake levels and the return of some dry beach width the 

beach was re-opened to the public, but a long-term resilient solution for ADA-compliant safe public 

access is needed. 

 

The City of Evanston proposes to build a new accessible path through the vegetated uplands of Clark 

Street Beach, north of the existing public access. The proposed path consists of 216 linear feet of pile 

supported timber boardwalk and on-grade cast-in-place concrete walkway and stairs as shown in the 

attached exhibits. The path includes 3 overlooks and plazas with seating and trash receptacles. The 

path through the vegetated upland of Clark Street Beach connects to a new entrance onto Dog Beach, 

through the existing sheet pile groin. The proposed entrance onto Dog Beach includes an on-grade 
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cast-in-place concrete pedestrian ramp, to provide access as the beach fluctuates in response to lake 

level variation, and an engineered revetment. The revetment provides protection to the concrete 

pedestrian ramp from storm waves and Lake Michigan water level fluctuations to minimize future 

risk of the ramp being undermined and failing. 

 

 Proposed typical sections and grading for the project are provided in the attached exhibits. Specific 

design dimensions for the structures are provided below and shown in the attached project plans: 

 

• Uplands 	mber boardwalk: 6’ wide x 92’ long addi	onal details of the boardwalk are provided in the 

a�ached project plans (CS100, CS200 and CS501).  

• Uplands concrete path: 6’ wide x 133’ long, includes stairway. Addi	onal details are provided in 

Sheets CS100 and CS500. 

• Uplands overlooks and plazas: 220 SF (south), 135 SF (boardwalk), 422 SF (north). Addi	onal details 

are provided in CS100, CS500, and CS501.  

• Rock Revetment: 586.2 Feet (IGLD85) crest eleva	on, 4.9 feet Crest Width,  up to 100 feet long (shore 

parallel), 1.5:1 (horizontal:ver	cal) side slopes, both sides,  up to 27 feet wide including crest width. 

Addi	onal details are provided CS100 and CS300. 

• Concrete access ramp: 6 feet wide and 75 feet long with a design slope of no steeper than 4.5%. 

Details and plan layout are provided in Sheets CS100 and CS500. 

• Entry Gate: 5 feet tall x 5 feet wide. Details provided in Sheet CS504. 

It is anticipated, based on the surveyed Ordinary High Water Mark (August 2023), that construction 

of the proposed path and entrance structures will be outside the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) 

resulting in no fill within waters of the US. Photographs of the OHWM delineation and surveyed 

topographic data, including OHWM delineation, are provided in the attached exhibits. Additionally 

no wetlands have been identified within the project limits. 

 

The City of Evanston, which had supported re-vegetation of the Clark Street Beach uplands, 

commissioned a plant survey to identify rare species within the upland area. Some State listed 

endangered or threatened species were identified, and the proposed alignment has been adjusted to 

avoid impacts to them.  In addition, some ecologically valuable species were also identified, and 

these will be transplanted to another location onsite prior to construction of the new pathway. Neither 

Dog Beach nor Clark Street Beach have known instances of Piping Plover presence, and given the 

uses of each (off-leash dog run at Dog Beach, and heavily used recreation beach at Clark Street 

Beach), impacts to Piping Plover are assumed to be negligible or non-existent. 

 

Construction of the project will be completed using land-based equipment (small excavators, skid 

steers, hand tools, etc.) and construction access, staging and work areas are defined to limit impacts 

and protect the high priority and sensitive species within the upland area of Clark Street Beach. 

Construction is anticipated to take place during the off-season, starting on or around August 19, 2024 

and substantially complete by May 2025. 

 

Box 9: Purpose and Need of Project 

From 2019 – 2022, elevated lake levels, lack of seasonal ice cover, and storm waves eroded the beach 

at Dog Beach, undermining the existing concrete pedestrian access structure at the northern end of the 

beach. Without safe access from the roadway to the narrow beach, the beach was closed during the 
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2020-2022 summer seasons. With lowering lake levels and the return of some dry beach width the 

beach was re-opened to the public, but a long-term resilient solution for ADA-compliant safe public 

access is needed. The City of Evanston proposes to build a new accessible path through the vegetated 

uplands of Clark Street Beach, north of the existing public access, through the existing Clark Street 

Beach south groin and onto the beach at Dog Beach. This ADA-accessible path will provide users 

safe access to dog beach as well as a new path and walkway for users of the adjacent park. 

Construction is anticipated to begin in Summer of 2024 and be completed by summer of 2025. 
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PROJECT Evanston Dog Beach Access DATE 12/28/2023 

PROJECT NO. 13959 

SUBJECT Ordinary High Water Mark Field 
Delineation 

PREPARED BY Chris Devick 

 

NAME COMPANY 

File  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
NOTES 
This memorandum documents the field delineation of the Ordinary High Water Mark at the Dog 
Beach Access Project. The dog Beach Access project is located along the Lake Michigan Shoreline 
in Evanston, IL. The project site is generally bounded by Clark Street to the north, Church Street 
Launch Ramp to the south, Lake Michigan to the east, and Sheridan Road to the west. The Ordinary 
Highwater Mark (OHWM) for inland fresh waters is the line on the shores established by physical 
characteristics such as a clear, natural line impressed on the bank; shelving, changes in the 
character of soil; destruction of terrestrial vegetation; the presence of litter and debris; or other 
appropriate means that consider characteristics of the surrounding areas. On 08/01/23, a field 
delineation of the OHWM was conducted based on physical characteristics observed. Weather 
conditions at the time of the field work were: 68-81 degrees and winds of 0-10 knots from the south.  
 
Physical indicators used to identify the OHWM included: 

• shelving  

• changes in the character of the soil  

• the presence of litter or debris 
 
The OHWM was flagged using orange survey flags and surveyed by American Surveying and 
Engineering. Provided in figure 1 are a series of photos showing the site conditions at the time of the 
field delineation. Water levels within the last 15 days are provided in Table 1. Water level 
observations are from NOAA Station 9087044 Calumet Harbor. The average surveyed elevation 
along the delineated line is approximately 581 feet IGLD 85. Figure 2 shows a plan view of the 
surveyed OHWM on a 2021 aerial. 
 

Water Level Elevation (feet IGLD85) 

Daily Mean Lake Level (08/01/23) 579.9 

Max Mean Daily Lake Level (07/29/23) 580.2 
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Max 1-hr lake level observation (07/29/23) 581.3 

 

      
(Grade change and soil characteristics)   (shelving/scarp erosion and soil characteristics) 
 

   
(Soil characteristics and debris)    (overview, looking south) 
Figure 1: Field Photos of OHWM delineation (text below each image indicates physical characteristics used) 
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Figure 2: Plan View – OHWM with 2021 Aerial 

 
 
 








































