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April 3, 2024

 

Attn: Mr.  Cody Eskew              <via email: | cody.eskew@illinois.gov > 
Senior Scientific Specialist, Coastal Studies 
Illinois Sustainable Technology Center 
On detail to Illinois Department of Natural Resources – Coastal Management Program 
160 North LaSalle Street, Suite S-703 
Chicago, IL 60601 
 

Subject: Coastal Zone Management Federal Consistency Review  
for National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) IL No. 466.20 Lift Bridge Crack 
Repairs and Walkway Replacements Project, Cook County, Illinois 
WBS Number: C.EN.101864.0015 

  

Dear Mr. Eskew: 

WSP USA is hereby applying for a Federal Consistency Review in accordance with Section 307 of the 
Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) of 1972 for the Amtrak Bridge No. 466.20 (Lift Bridge Crack 
Repairs and Walkway Replacements Project due to its location within the Illinois Coastal Zone 
Management Boundary managed by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) – Coastal 
Management Program.  

Project Area Description 

The Amtrak IL No. 466.20 Lift Bridge (also known as Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge or Canal Street 
Railroad Bridge) carries two tracks of the Chicago Line over the South Branch of the Chicago River, a 
navigable waterway located approximately 2.2 miles southwest of downtown Chicago within Cook 
County, Illinois (41.85571, -87.63696). The bridge is located near 1856-1880 South Lumbar Street which 
is bordered by West 18th Street to the north, South Canal Street to the west, South Wentworth Avenue 
to the east, and West Cermak Road to the south. Enclosure A includes Project Location Map within IL 
CZM boundary. 

Description of the Proposed Action 

The following bridge repair and maintenance improvements to the Amtrak IL Bridge No. 466.20. 

 Repair cracks in the superstructure; 
 Repair miter rails; cracked steel stingers; and floor beams;  
 Rehabilitate or repair girder bearings, as needed; and 
 Replace sections of walkways, handrails, and fences for use during maintenance activities.  

The repair and maintenance project will enhance safety and improve the serviceability of the Chicago 
Line by repairing potential problematic issues before they interfere with normal railway transportation. 
Refer to Attachment B includes a Permitting Exhibit and 90% Design Engineering Plans.  
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Proposed Construction Activities and Schedule 

Construction activities within the South Branch of the Chicago River are expected to begin in mid-
Summer of 2024 and be completed within approximately two (2) months. See below: 

 One (1) week for South Tower repair: Anticipate the contractor will use a small barge (without 
spuds) for one (1) week to perform the in-water work (above normal pool elevation). 

 Two (2) weeks for North Tower repair: Anticipate that the contractor will use a floating platform 
comprised of Styrofoam to perform the in-water work (above normal pool elevation). 

 Two (2) weeks to complete the walkway replacements and repairs. 
  

No in-water work beyond usage of a small barge to access the South Tower repairs will be needed. The 
small barge will be secured with ropes and chains, and all bridge repairs will be completed above the 
waterline therefore, the riverbed will not be impacted. Staging and storage activities are temporary, and 
all materials and equipment would be removed at the end of construction.   

Regulatory Compliance  

On August 15, 2023, the Categorical Exclusion (CE) under Section §771.116(c-19) for the Amtrak IL No. 
466.20 Lift Bridge Crack Repairs and Walkways Project (C.EN.101864.0015) received approval from the 
FRA under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to receive Federal grant funds via the FY 2023 
Capital Program. 

A Nationwide Permit (NWP) 33 for Temporary Construction, Access, and Dewatering was submitted to 
the USACE Chicago District for review and approval and is included in Enclosure C for your reference.   

Conclusion 

The Project activity complies with the Illinois’ approved Coastal Zone Management Program and will be 
conducted in a manner consistent with such policies. Furthermore, Amtrak has determined that the 
proposed project would not have any effect on any coastal use or resource to include both direct and 
indirect effects.  

We appreciate your consideration of this CZM Federal consistency review. Should you have any 
questions or comments regarding this submittal, please contact Kristine Kutscher, Environmental 
Planner directly at  or Kristine.Kutscher@wsp.com or Mr. Carrington Wright, Lead NEPA 
Specialist at    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kristine Kutscher, Environmental Planner 
WSP USA 



 

3 

 

Enclosures 

A:  Project Location Map 
B:  Engineering Permitting Exhibit and 90% Design Plans 
C:  USACE NWP 33 and PCN permit application  
 
 

cc:  Mr. Carrington Wright (Amtrak) 
 Mr. Craig Caldwell (Amtrak) 
 Mr. Jamal I. Grainawi, P.E. (WSP USA) 
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Attachment A: Project Location Map  
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Attachment B: Permitting Exhibit and 90% Design Plans 
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Attachment C: USACE NWP 33 and PCN permit application
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March 25, 2024 

 

Ms. Stasi Brown               <via email: Stasi.F.Brown@usace.army.mil> 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Chicago District, Regulatory Branch 

231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500 

Chicago, IL 606004 

 

Subject: Request for a Nationwide Permit 33 for Temporary Construction, Access, and 
Dewatering for National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) IL No. 466.20 Lift 
Bridge Crack Repairs and Walkway Replacements Project, Cook County, Illinois; Amtrak 
WBS Number: C.EN.101864.0015 

  

Dear Ms. Brown: 

WSP USA, acting as the authorized agent for National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak), is 

hereby applying for a Nationwide Permit (NWP)-33 for Temporary Construction, Access, and Dewatering 

and providing a pre-construction notification (PCN) pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 

of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act for the Amtrak IL Bridge No. 466.20 Lift Bridge Crack 

Repairs and Walkway Replacements Project.  

Amtrak in cooperation with the U.S Department of Transportation/Federal Railroad Administration 

(FRA) and with federal funding are proposing the above repair and maintenance project. The NWP 33 

and PCN would permit the use of a small barge within the navigable South Branch of the Chicago River 

to access the work area. Enclosure A includes PCN ENG FORM 6082. 

Project Area Description 

The Amtrak IL No. 466.20 Lift Bridge (also known as Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge or Canal Street 

Railroad Bridge) carries two tracks of the Chicago Line over the South Branch of the Chicago River, a 

navigable waterway located approximately 2.2 miles southwest of downtown Chicago within Cook 

County, Illinois (41.85571, -87.63696). The bridge is located near 1856-1880 South Lumbar Street which 

is bordered by West 18th Street to the north, South Canal Street to the west, South Wentworth Avenue 

to the east, and West Cermak Road to the south. Attachment B includes a Project Location Map. 

Existing Structure 

The vertical lift bridge, built in 1915, is positioned at about a 40 degree-skew to the center line of the 

river, and is comprised of five spans consisting of a lift span, extending 280.10 feet (ft.), between two 

53.6 ft. tower spans, and two corresponding approach spans of varying lengths with a back-to-back 

length of 387.8 ft. In addition to allowing railway traffic, the vertical lift bridge can be raised to 

approximately 111 feet to allow for river traffic. As the Project includes only repair activities, the 

vertical clearance of the South Branch Chicago River will not change. 
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Description of the Proposed Action 

The following bridge repair and maintenance improvements to the Amtrak IL Bridge No. 466.20. 

• Repair cracks in the superstructure; 

• Repair miter rails; cracked steel stingers; and floor beams;  

• Rehabilitate or repair girder bearings, as needed; and 

• Replace sections of walkways, handrails, and fences for use during maintenance activities.  

The repair and maintenance project will improve the serviceability and enhance safety of the Chicago 

Line by repairing potential problematic issues before they interfere with normal railway transportation.  

Enclosure C includes a Permitting Exhibit and 90% Design Engineering Plans.  

Repair and Maintenance Schedule 

Construction activities within the South Branch of the Chicago River are expected to begin in mid-

Summer of 2024, for a duration of approximately two (2) months. Refer to the work breakdown below: 

• One (1) week for South Tower repair: Anticipate the contractor will use a small barge (without 
spuds) for one (1) week to perform the in-water work (above normal pool elevation). 

• Two (2) weeks for North Tower repair: Anticipate that the contractor will use a floating platform 
comprised of Styrofoam to perform the in-water work (above normal pool elevation). 

• Two (2) weeks to complete the walkway replacements and repairs. 
  

Location for Repair and Maintenance Work 
All ground level repair and maintenance work will occur entirely within the railroad rights-of-way. Night 

work is expected. The contractor will coordinate with Amtrak, Metra, and Norfolk Southern prior to 

beginning any work that would result in temporary railway transportation service outages. 

No in-water work beyond usage of a small barge to access the South Tower bridge repairs will be 

needed. The small barge will be secured with ropes and chains, and all bridge repairs will be completed 

above the waterline therefore, the riverbed will not be impacted.  

Project Best Management Practices (BMPs)  

The following BMPs and minimization measures have been developed based on site-specific conditions 

and the proposed action and will be implemented by the Contractor during construction activities.  

• The small work barge or platform will not remain moored beneath the bridge or within the 

navigation channel overnight or while work is suspended. Furthermore, the small barge is easily 

movable and is not anticipated to impact river traffic within the navigable waterway; however, 

the US Coast Guard’s bridge office will be notified prior to commencing construction activities.  

• Staging and storage activities are temporary, and all materials and equipment would be 

removed at the end of construction.   

• Protective measures will be implemented to prevent debris from falling into the South Branch of 

the Chicago River. 
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• Contractor shall not dump debris or rubbish of any kind into or allow to fall into waterways, 

onto adjacent banks, or onto highways. Take care to prevent damage and injury to personnel, 

vessels, and vehicles using rivers, highways, or pedestrian ways.  

• Contractor shall promptly remove any material or items that have fallen into the river, onto 

adjacent banks, or onto highways and immediately report to the Project Engineer and the 

jurisdictional agency. 

Regulatory Compliance  

On August 15, 2023, the Categorical Exclusion (CE) under Section §771.116(c-19) for the Amtrak IL No. 

466.20 Lift Bridge Crack Repairs and Walkways Project (C.EN.101864.0015) received approval from the 

FRA under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to receive Federal grant funds via the FY 2023 

Capital Program. 

In addition, Section 106 compliance was achieved by using the activities-based approach of the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s Program Comment to Exempt Consideration of Effects 

to Rail Properties Within Rail Rights-of-Way (83 Fed. Reg. 42,920 (August 24, 2018), amended 84 

Fed. Reg. 31,075 (June 28, 2019).  The Program Comment Memo covered the following Section 

106 exemptions for the following work: 

• A.1 (replace miter rail), B.1 (rehabilitate bearings, repair superstructure cracks), F.2 (replace 

safety fencing) and F.3 (replace walkways and handrails and fences)  

The FRA does not anticipate the Project to cause significant environmental impacts on any mode of 

transportation or cause significant adverse impacts on natural, cultural, recreational, or scenic 

environments.  

Waters of the U.S.  

The project area is located within the South Branch of the Chicago River, a registered navigable 

waterway within the Chicago River watershed (IL_HUC 12-071200030-107). Note, there are no 

anticipated impacts to wetlands and/or waters of the U.S. within the project area.  

The Project is located within coastal zones designated in the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

(IDNR) Coastal Zone Management Program (CZMP) therefore a consistency review will be submitted to 

the IDNR.  

Water Quality 

The South Branch of the Chicago River is a 202/2022 303(d) Listed Impaired Waterbody according to the 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency and pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Waters Act, meaning 

it does not meet the IEPA’s water quality standards. The scope of work is not anticipated to adversely 

impact the water quality.  

Threatened and Endangered Species: 

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) 

database, the following species under the jurisdiction of USFWS may be present in the action area: 

Northern Long-eared Bat, Piping Plover, Red Knot, Whooping Crane, Eastern Massasauga (=rattlesnake), 
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Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly, Monarch Butterfly, Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid, and Leafy Prairie-clover. 

The project meets the scope of the Programmatic Biological Opinion (PBO) for Transportation Projects in 

the Range of the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat (PBO) and according to the PBO 

Determination Key, the project would have “no effect” to NLEB or Indiana bat. Given that no vegetation 

removal or ground disturbance is proposed, and no critical habitat is present within the project area, 

Amtrak determined that the project would have no effect on the listed species above.  

The project is outside the range of NOAA ESA Section 7 protected areas and Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). 

No species under the jurisdiction of NMFS or EFH are expected to be present in the action area. 

Section 106: National Historic Preservation of 1966: 

Amtrak IL No. 466.20 Lift Bridge is the only vertical lift bridge across the Chicago River. The bridge was 

designated as a Chicago Historical and Architectural Landmark under Chicago Municipal Code, Article 

XVII on December 12, 2007.   

Conclusion 

FRA anticipates that the repair and maintenance project would have no more than negligible and/or 

minimal individual and cumulative adverse environmental effects on the project area and protected 

species.  

We appreciate your review of this NWP 33 permit application and PCN. Should you have any questions 

or comments regarding this submittal, please contact Kristine Kutscher, Environmental Planner at  

or Carrington Wright, Lead NEPA Specialist at  

   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kristine Kutscher, Environmental Planner 
WSP USA 

 

Enclosures 

A:  USACE Pre-construction Notification (PCN) Form  
B:  Project Location Map 
C:  Engineering Permitting Exhibit and 90% Design Plans 
 
 

cc:  Mr. Carrington Wright (Amtrak) (letter only) 
 Mr. Craig Caldwell (Amtrak) (letter only) 
 Mr. Jamal I. Grainawi, P.E., Project Manager (WSP USA) (letter only) 
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Attachment A: USACE Pre-construction Notification (PCN) Form  
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Attachment D: Permitting Exhibit and 90% Design Plans 
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Attachment B: Project Location Map  

  
















