
AECOM 312.373.7700 tel
130 East Randolph Street, Suite 2400 312.373.6800 fax
Chicago, IL 60601
www.aecom.com

June 30, 2025

Mr. Eric Otto
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Water Resources, Lake Michigan Section
160 N LaSalle Street, Suite S-703
Chicago, IL 60601

Subject: The Salt Shed Proposed Riverfront Dock Development
North Branch Chicago River at 1357 North Elston Avenue, Chicago, IL 60642
408-LRC-2025-0011 & LRC-2007-505
Federal Consistency Application

Dear Mr. Otto,

This letter provides information that supports The Salt Shed Proposed Riverfront Dock Development in
the North Branch Chicago River at 1357 North Elston Avenue, Chicago, IL 60642. The project proposes
to construct a new floating dock in the river adjacent to the existing steel sheet pile wall. The floating dock
platform is comprised of inland river barges that will remain stationary upon installation. A copy of the
application for federal permit is attached to this letter. The attachment includes project plans and details
of the proposed breakwater structure. The proposed activity complies with Illinois’ approved coastal
management program and will be conducted in a manner consistent with such policies.

Contact person:
Samuel Shaffer
Project Engineer

Sincerely,

Samuel Shaffer

Project Engineer

Attachments:

Attachment A – Application for Federal Permit Package



AECOM
One Prudential Plaza 312.373.7700 tel
130 E Randolph St, Suite 2400 312.373.6800 fax
Chicago, IL 60601
www.aecom.com

April 24, 2025

Mr. Soren Hall
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Chicago District Regulatory Branch
231 South LaSalle Street
Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60604

Mr. James Casey
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Water Resources, Lake Michigan Section
160 N LaSalle Street, Suite S-703
Chicago, IL 60601

Subject: The Salt Shed Proposed Riverfront Dock Development
North Branch of the Chicago River at 1357 N Elston Ave, Chicago, Illinois 60642
Joint Permit Application Letter Report

Soren and Jim,

Please find attached a joint permit application and supporting documentation for the above referenced
proposed floating dock construction project.

Project Background

The project site is located at 1357 N Elston Ave along the west edge of the North Branch of the Chicago
River. The Salt Shed venue is located on the property. The project plans to expand recreational site
activity to include riverfront access along the North Branch of the Chicago River. Temporary docking of
vessels along the proposed floating dock will provide access to leisure experiences on the water.

Proposed Project

The Salt Shed Riverfront Dock Development proposes to construct a new floating dock in the river
adjacent to the existing steel sheet pile wall. The floating dock platform is comprised of inland river barges
that will remain stationary upon installation. Steel pipe piles will be driven into the riverbed at locations
that align with the configuration of steel sleeves on the exterior of the barge. The piles insert through the
sleeves so that the barge can rise and fall with the river stage. The floating dock extends 10 feet into the
waterway perpendicular to the existing steel sheet pile wall. The height of the dock is 38 inches with 29
inches of freeboard without cargo.

The dock will be accessed by land via a pile-supported platform and attached gangway adjacent to the
existing steel sheet pile wall. The existing top of steel sheet pile wall will be cut down to an elevation that
is level with the surface of the platform. The platform will be comprised of open steel grating. A hinged
steel gangway will connect the platform to the dock surface. A steel handrail will be installed around the
perimeter edges of the platform and gangway. Moorings will be installed on the dock surface for



AECOM
One Prudential Plaza 312.373.7700 tel
130 E Randolph St, Suite 2400 312.373.6800 fax
Chicago, IL 60601
www.aecom.com

temporary docking of vessels. A proposed project plan is attached to this letter for further details. No
dredging is required for the completion of this project.

Alternatives Analysis

This project does not impact wetlands or waters of the U.S.

Potential Hazard to Navigation and Safety Risk Considerations

The concessionaire responsible for overseeing recreational dock activities will provide a designated
operations manager who is responsible for the following:

1. On-site for the duration of events and operations.
2. Communicating with commercial vessel traffic transiting the area via VHF radio

frequencies.
3. Contacting first responders in the event of an emergency.
4. The proposed dock will be outfitted with a life ring that includes an attached rescue line.

In addition, the applicant will arrange to have a rescue boat on standby and capable of
responding on-scene at the dock within 5-minutes of an emergency notification.

5. The applicant will host an annual meeting to field waterway stakeholder concerns related
to the boat dock and its ancillary operations.

If you have any questions regarding this permit submittal, please contact Sam Shaffer
 or Bill Weaver .

Sincerely,

AECOM Technical Services, Inc.

Samuel Shaffer William J. Weaver, P.E., D.WRE
Project Engineer Sr. Principal Engineer, Vice President

Attachments
Joint Permit Application
Project Location Map
Project Plan
List of Neighboring Properties







Shaffer, Samuel
Callout
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The Salt Shed Riverfront Dock Development

Neighboring Properties List

North

Property Address Mailing Address
1401 N MAGNOLIA Ave
CHICAGO, IL

1415 N MAGNOLIA AVE

CHICAGO, IL

1425 N MAGNOLIA AVE

CHICAGO, IL

1441 N MAGNOLIA AVE
CHICAGO, IL

1459 N MAGNOLIA AVE
CHICAGO, IL

1501 N MAGNOLIA AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642

1213 W NORTH BLVD
CHICAGO, IL

1232 W NORTH AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642



1605 N MAGNOLIA AVE
CHICAGO, IL

1260 W NORTH AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642

South

Property Address Mailing Address
1301 N ELSTON AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642

1267 N ELSTON AVE
CHICAGO, IL

1201 N ELSTON AVE
CHICAGO, IL

1159 N ELSTON AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642

1153 N ELSTON AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642

1189 N ELSTON AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642

0 N ELSTON AVE
CHICAGO, IL



949 N ELSTON AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642

931 N OGDEN AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60642

868 W CHESTNUT ST
CHICAGO, IL
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