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Dear Student Historians,

Isn’t this issue full of some exciting tales about heroic men? It's diffiey);
to imagine what life was like for the fur traders more than a Century g,
Illinois was mostly wilderness—but they blazed the trail which led to éle
velopment of Iilinois as we know it today.

Last month we told you about some new awards for our student Writerg:
will be presented in May. But let's not forget that it is the guidang
couragement from our teachers which make our student writing pro
possible. For the past three years the Rock Island Rotary Club has prs
the JOHN H. HAUBERG MEMORIAL AWARD of $25 and a certificate to the ¢
who was judged to have made the most significant contribution to ]
History magazine each year. The choice of the winner is always gy
for each year there are many teachers who deserve recognition, Wi
especizlly happy, therefore, to announce that Mr, Philip D. Sang of
Forest, Illinois, has decided to establish a prize of $25 to be presented egej
to a teacher who has, over the years, given outstanding service to |
History. In addition, Mr. Sang will donate a year’s membership in the
State Historical Society. 1o all teachers whose students receive (oy
Stratton’s achievement award certificates.

Our circulation has more than doubled since our new policy was annoyg
September. As you know, Ilinois History is now sent free to all Ilineis
and public libraries that request it. We hape that students who are now
Hlinpis History for the first time will write articles for us, and, of course;
month we look forward to receiving the work of students whose schools§
long been supporters of our magazine. [linois History is for you, so se
your articles. Issues for the remainder of the year are as follows. The §
articles are due in Springfield are in parentheses: !

January BASKETBALL IN ILLINOIS {November 1)
February ABRAHAM LINCOLN {December [}
March IMMIGRANTS IN JLLINOIS (January 1}
April FORTS AND CAMPS IN ILLINGIS (February 1)
May THE COUNTIES OF ILLINGIS {(March 1)

Here are the answers to our quiz. How high did you score? Part A. 1,
2. true; 3. false; 4. false; 5. true. Part B. a-g; b-j: ¢-i; d-f; e-h.

We have a guest editor for our “Basketball in Illinois” issue next mi)
and he has sent in lots of fascinating material you'll want to read. And &
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of youl

Phyllis E. Conndf

&

o



Wealth in the Wilderness

LMOST 45 SOON as Europeans arrived in North America, early in
Athe seventeenth century, they began to trade in furs with the
Indians. Furs were in great demand in the Old World; men sported
beaver hats, and ladies then, as today, loved to trim their gowns and
wraps with muskrat and mink. The virgin forests of the New World
abounded in fur-bearing animals, and the vast inland waterway
system of North America provided easy and relatively cheap trans-
portation from the interior of the continent to eastern ports From
which the valuable furs were shipped to Europe.

The French founded the city of Quebec in 1608, and almost im-
mediately afterward, they turned their attention to developing the
fur trade with the Indians of the Great Lakes-Upper Mississippi
River region. Trading posts gradually were established, among them
ones at Niagara, Detroit, and Mackinac. The French government
encouraged the trade by granting monopolies at a single post to one
individual. This meant that one man would have complete control
over all trade in furs that was carried on at his post. The great
French explorer La Salle, for example, was given exclusive control
over the fur trade in the Illinois country in 1674, and after his death,
his partner Tonty was awarded the same monopoly. Many individual
traders, however, defied the French government and penetrated the
western wilderness to seek fortunes from the fur trade; the hazards
were great but so were the rewards, and the experiences of these
traders, the famed coureurs de bois, provide some of our most colorful
history. The traders licensed by the government were known as
voyageurs or engagées.

In the meantime, the British had settled along the Atlantic Coast,
and they were engaged in the fur trade with the Indians who were
located in the eastern part of North America. As the French traders
Penetrated the Mississippi Valley from the north, the British traders
gradually moved “west, following the courses of the Ohio and Ten-
nessee rivers. Eventually, the two nations became rivals for control
of the fur trade in North America and, in fact, for control of a
Wworld-wide empire. The result was a series of wars, the final one (the
French and Indian War, 1754-63) ending in victory for Great
Britain, France then turned over all her North American territory
®ast of the Mississippi River to England, who thus became master of
the continent’s fur trade. But in a few decades, the fortunes of war
forceg England out of the Mississippi Valley, and the new American
fation began to dominate trade in the West,
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BY DONALD JACKSON

University of Illinois Press

E THINK OF the Indian as a lover of

baubles and beads, but we must also
remember that he loved blankets and hard-
ware even more~-for these objects helped to
keep him alive in a hard world. Once he
learned that he could come to the white man’s
camp with a roll of animal skins and exchange
it for fabrics, traps, guns, and powder, the
Indian was done forever with the Stone Age (in

>

L _M.‘f;as&clf-"-’é““'f":

A gun used by western
froppers about 1818,

which he had lived before the white men
came). Never again would he feel secure un-
less his lodge was full of the goods and gadgets
that the French, British, and American traders
could give him. Stone Age, indeed! The Indian
quickly entered the “pewter age,” the “japan-
ned tin age™ the age of ivory combs, iron
kettles, wool hats, and bright calico.

And so began the great peried of fur trading.
Lives were lost, and many a fortune was made,
and the shadow of the fur trader slants across
all the early decades of Illinois history. No part
of the fur-trading story is more fascinating than
that of the “factories,” those wilderness depart-
ment stores operated from 1795 to 1822 by the
United States government for the benefit of the
Indians.

In the first sunlight of a bright April morn-
ing, when the fogs on the river have lifted to
the willow-tops, a Sauk brave and his family
ease their canoes to the shore. They have come
up from the winter hunting grounds with their
season’s catch, and their two hollow-log craft

52 ' Hlinois and the Fur Trade
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are stacked with loosely rolled bundles of furs,
Before them, as they step ashore, rise the greq;
oaken walls of a military stockade. From the
corner blockhouses and the tall front gate, the
sentries eye the newcomers carefully. But the
Indians have no business to transact inside the
fort; they are looking for the man who op-
erates the trading house—the man who calls
himself the “factor.”

The builders of the trading factory have
wisely placed the structure outside the stockade
walls so that no band of surly Indians, intent
on mischief, need come inside the fort to trade,
For its time and place, the log factory building
is a pretentious one—iwo stories plus a stone-
floored cellar—containing & trading room,
storercoms, and living quarters for the factor,
his family, and his hired help.

While the Sauk brave strides ahead, the
woman and her children begin to carry the furs
up the path from river to factory, laying each
bundle across the counter of the trading room
and staring curiously at the wares on the
shelves. Then the factor calls in his interpreter
(perhaps an old Frenchman who has spent his
life among the Indians), and the trading begins.

What has the Indian family brought to
trade? Shining black bear skins; deerskins dress-
ed to delicate softniess by the women; beaver
skins so numerous that the factor buys them
by weight, not by number; raccoon, muskrat,
and otter skins; a leather bag crammed with
duck feathers; a cask of beeswax and another of
deer tallow.

The head of the family chooses his goods
first. He orders two shaggy wool blankets, sold
by weight; a flintlock musket, a keg of black
powder, and a box of musket balls; a butcher
knife with a white horn handle; a saddle and
bridle; one dozen beaver traps; some twists of



tobacco; a box of fishhooks; a brass pipe toma-
hawk.

Then his wife steps forward and tells the
interpreter what she needs: an assortment of
yard goods—calico, muslin, baize, and a coarse
fabric called strouding—a wool hat and a packet
of silk handkerchiefs; a pewter tankard; a nest
of iron kettles; an iron hoe; an oval mirror with
e gilt frame. From the drug shelf she chooses
a bottle of patent medicine called Turlington’s
Balsam and boxes of vermilion and Prussian
blue with which to paint her face. She cannot
resist a few trinkets—strings of wampum, brass
finger rings, ear wheels, headbands, arm bands,
and a packet of beads. Finally the children each
receive a tiny, tinkling bell and a leather cock-
ade, and the shopping spree is over.

When the Sauk family has gone, the factor’s
hired hands inspect the furs, press them into

tight bales, and ship them to the Office of
Indian Trade in Georgetown, D.C. During the
long period of shipment, while the bales are
aboard a keelboat on the riverways or a big
sailing vessel on the Great Lakes, the furs will

be spread out occasionally and beaten with.

paddies to keep them free of moths.

The above kind of country-store operation
. had been going on in the United States since
1795, but the idea had been on the minds of the
nation’s leaders even earlier. In 1775, the
Second Continental Congress named a com-
mittee to plan for Indian trade, but nothing
definite was done. The men who wanted to
establish government trading houses gave
two reasons: (1) the Indian badly needed pro-
tection from the high prices and dishonest
Practices of certain private traders; (2) the
government could better control the Indian if
it could control his trade. This latter attitude
resulted primarily from British aftempts to
arouse the Indians against the United States
through the influence of traders who came
down from Canada. Finally Congress approved
the necessary funds, and two factories were
built in 1795—one at Tellico in what is now
fastern Tennessee, and another on the St
Marys River in Georgia. Others followed soon.

The first Illinois factory was located at Fort
Dearborn, on the site of Chicago, and was

Bear skins were much
prized in pioneer days.

opened in 1805 under the direction of I. B.
Varnum, Jr. Its principal customers were the
Potawatomi and the Winnebago tribes. In the
same year, a factory was built at Fort Belle
Fontaine near St. Louis; in 1808, another was
established at Fort Madison, in what is now
Towa; and a few years later, another was
located at Prairie du Chien (Wisconsin). Al-
though these last three factories were not in
Hlinois, much of their trade was with Indians
who lived there. A large part of the trading at
Fort Madison and Prairie du Chien was not in
furs but in partially smelted lead ore, a pro-
duct of the Galena lead mines. A factory was
built in linois Territory soon after the War of
1812 at Fort Edwards, near present-day War-
saw. Within a few years, this factory was aban-
doned and another was established in its place
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at Fort Armstrong, on Rock Island. The In-
dians who traded there were mainly Sauk and
Fox, with lesser numbers of Winnebago, loway,
and others.

Powerful enemies worked hard to undermine
the factory system from its beginning. Some
were sincere men in public life who honestly
thought the Factories were inefficient and use-
less. But the most powerful opponents were the
big private fur traders who saw the factory
system cutting into their profits. The American
Fur Company in particular was strongly anti-
factory, One man who seemed to fight the
Factories harder than all the rest was Senator
Thomas . Benton of Missouri, Many of his
constituents in St. Louis had their careers and
their fortunes invested in the fur trade. By

A model of Foy
Dearbern, 180313

1822, Senator Benton and his supporters had
succeeded in overthrowing the factory system
completely.

It had lasted only twenty-seven years, this
strange chain of frontier supermarkets, but it
looms large in American history. It helped to
win some of the Indians away from British
influence, and it was an important force in the
settlement of the frontier. The factor brought
his wife and children into the wilds, where,
perhaps, no white woman had ever come be-
fore. Often the sole reason for the establish-
ment of a military post was to protect the
factory. Discharged soldiers frequently stayed
on the frontier to settle the land, adventuring
friends joined them from back home, and the
West began to grow.

*

The fur trade “is laborious and dangerous, full of exposure and priva-
tions, and leading to premature exhaustion and disability. Few of those
engaged in it reach an advanced stage of life, and still fewer preserve an
unbroken constitution. The labor is excessive, subsistence scanty and
precarious, and the Indians are ever linble to sudden and violent paroxysms
of passion, in which they spare neither friend nor foe.”

—Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, 1831

54 ‘ Hlinois and the Fur Trade

| Iilinois History



“Tte Smg of Vtrnee Pricnds’

The lives of the fur traders were filled with danger and drama, but
the traders themselyes were hearty men, full of zest for life, cou-
rageously ready to face the unknown. Some of the traders became ql-

And here two students from University High Sehogl, Normal, tel] us

men whose faces were “leathered by the

wind . . . their eyes ageless with the calm far stare of men who krow

the prairies or the seas.”

“BRAVE MEN NOT AFRAID TO FEAR”

By Stephen Ivens

JOHN G. NETHARDT, an Illinois writer, in his
long narrative poem The Song of Three
Frfena's, tells of the adventures of some early
fur traders, About 1822, fur trading in the
area around the northern part of the Missouri
Iver was at jtg peak. Old-St. Louis, which is
on  the Mississippi River, had some of the
largest markets for furs and .became the head-
Quarters for the fyur business in this area.
ethardt follows the fur traders through their
“Xperiences with boats, nature, Indians, and
each other, The fur traders were master boat-
en, and there were few tricks that they did
ot know, The “snub-built keelboats” went up
te rivers, many times with the crew pulling
Ong cordelles (towropes) because the wind was
not biowing_ While on the river, men needed

entertainment; so shooting became of great in-
terest. It has been said that Mike Fink could
shoot the tails off pigs at twenty yards, and
that Bill Carpenter could bore a squirrel’s eye
at thirty paces or more.

The traders carried on a great business, buy-
ing furs from the Indians and using scarlet
cloth and beads, traps, knives, and “little casks
of alcohol to lubricate the rusty wheels of
tradel”

Many nights grew old with stories and tales
“fit to strain the supper-tightened girth.” Lack
of entertainment never bothered the fur traders;
for when they camped a few days because of
rain, the men “made merry in their ways”
The traders knew every kind of card game and
sang songs on all occasions. On rainy days,

Ilinois and the Fur Trade | 55
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Skunks are aumerous throughout [fiinais today.

The marksmen matched their cleverness; the

Strong wrestled the strong; and brawling

Pugilists displayed the boasted power of their

Fists - - - and whiskey went hell-roaring

through the nights..

The trappers were great woodsmen and knew
how to stay alive in the wilderness. After a
raging prairie fire, the trappers, famished and
near death from exhaustion, found a stream in
which were many dead animals. After they
drank some water, the men “had a feast of
liver, bolted dripping from a cow dead at the
water’s lip.” Trappers rarely got lost, for they

NEIHARDT RECALLS
By Blake Leach

JOHN G. NEIHARDT, a famous Illinois poet, has
written many poems about the fur traders
in and around Illinois. He writes so vividly that
it almost seems he has recalled them to life. The
sun is gaining, and Neihardt recalls.

Sweep the river with your eyes. Watch for
logs and stones; they are our enemies. The river
is our friend. Follow the river. It will save you
__it knows where to go. Do not fear the wind

56 ‘ Illinois and the Fur Trade
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had stars to guide them by night and the suy
by day.

When they stopped at an Indian village for
any length of time, many a trader would take
an Indizn maiden for a wife. This was a com-
mon practice, although the trader would soon
leave the village and probably never return, Tt
was said that Mike Fink, a well-known fur
trader in Ilinois, had a sweetheart in every
town; listen to his words: “It is me rule
love ’em all alike.”

The trappers, while they displayed many
seemingly superhuman feats, really were very
human people. Like all men, they longed for
home and the nice, warm fire in the fireplace,
They could picture home when,

[The] night was calm and clear:

Just such a night as when the waning year

Has set aflare the old Missouri wood;

When Greenings are beginning to be good;

And when, . ..

One hears the ripe persimmons falling

—plushl—

Upon the littered leaves.

The fur traders were interesting people with
big hearts and strong backs. Afraid of nothing,
they worked like demons and laughed and
joked to the full. These men represent an era
in the history of America. “They went as torch
bearers in the van of our western civilization.
Your Present is, in a great measure, a heritage
from their Past”—[From John G. Neihardt,
The Song of Three Friends.]

——you have beaten it before. The wind is a
foe. The river is a guide. Watch the wilderness
along the shore. The wilderness is adventure—
the fur trade is life.
What are you thinking of, Mike?
Of all the “blowsy Ariadnes” ve left
behind me.
Ah ha. But don’t you cherish one
woman, Mike?



“It is me rule to love ‘em all alike”
Mr. Neihards.

See the animals along the water—you have
known them all your life. They have saved vou
before—they will save You again, but now they
run. Look in the forest. See how it writes. II
you are patient, you can read. Nature is g play-
mate in games of ife and death, If you will
play fairly, so will she.

Are you bored now, Mike?

Mebbe a little.

Why dor’t you shoos the cup with Wilp

Mebbe I might, Mr. Neihardt, mebpe might.

Will Carpenter i your friend, isn’t he, Mike?

‘Ceptin’ Frank Talbeau, he’s the best friend

I got. And in the middle of a rier, good
friends are g Iot.

You'd never miss the eup on purpose, would

you, Mike?

Aw, Mr. Neihardt, WilPs me friend. I'd never

do that,

Watch the sky. Tt is
Nature s warning us.

U blow soon,

Smell the rain as it sharply drops. A fur
trader can smell the rain before it comes. How
many puddles will this rain make? How many
rivers will it rajse for the traders? Naotice the
rabbit that hides from the rain. If 4 trader
could yge him, the trader would have him,
Cover the fur pelts. Do not let them get wet,
Fur pelts are life to a trader— 4 string of beads
1 an Indian. See the rain lessen. Now see it
Stop. Watch the animals come from thejr shel-

beginning 10 darken,

”)e bEUVEr

for g ¥as king of the

: S in g early days
the fur Irade.

ters—a decr and fawn, and now a wild boar,
Oh, don’t sheot his tail off, Mjke He looks so
young. You can see so many things from the
river. The men say we wiil have an early winter
this year. They know. They have seen signs.
Can you see an Indian through the brush?
He has followeq us for half an hour, the men
say. They know what he will do. He will tell
the chief that the “Long Knives” are coming.
Indians know that “Long Knives” bring guns,
balls and powder, strings of shiny beads, but
most of al] whisky. And how many Indian
maidens watch the horizons for a Long Knife's
returning?
The sun js lesing now, It is becoming dusky.
Soon it will be dark. The men will eat and then
sleep on the river.
On the other side of this
prairie.

.Oh, Mike?

Prairies qre dangerous, Myr. Neihardt,
They're dangerous.

Why, Mike?

They won’t sqpe ‘ya like a forest will

Study the faces as menp think of home. Re.
member the storjes they tell. Grow sleepy as
Someone sings a song.  And then—Say gaod

forest there’s ¢

night, Mike Fink. Good night, Will Carpenter, -
Good night, Frank Talbeau. And thank you,
Mr. Neihardt, thank you for recalling from the
depths of the river and the depths of the vears
the fur traders.—[From John G, Neihardt, The
Song of Three Friends and The Song of Hugh
Glass.]




"Lords of the Lakes ang Forests”

BY PHYLLIS E. CONNOLLY

Y 1828, virtuaLLY the entire fur trade in
B the United States was controiled by one
company—the American Fur Company, found-
ed in 1808 by John Jacob Astor, a German
immigrant. While en route to Armerica, Astor
met a fur trader on board ship, and before set-
ting foot on American soil, he had determined
to make his fortune in fur, Although he was
highly successful in the real estate business and
in the China trade, Astor coneentrated his chief
efforts on his fur~trading venture. By 1817, he
had bought cut two of his chief competitors,
. thereby gaining complete control of the fur
trade in the Great Lakes-Upper Mississippi
Valley region. Astor then placed the traders in
that area under the direction of the Northern
Department of the American Fur Company
with headquarters at Mackinac. Next he deter-
mined to gain control of the fur trade in the
Missouri River territory; by 1822 he had suc-
ceeded, organizing in that vear the Western
Department of the American Fur Company
with offices in St. Iouis.

One of the chief obstacles that still prevented
Astor from monopolizing the fur trade was the
competition of the “factories,” the government-
operated trading posts whose story is told on
pages 52-54. By 1822, however, Astor and his
friends in Congress had succeeded in abolishing
the factory system. Two years later, Congress
also passed a law which specified that fur trad-
ing could be carried on only at certain posts,
the location of which favored the Fur Company
and harmed its competitors, almost all of whom
eventually, by fair means or foul, were absorbed
into the Fur Company or forced out of business,

Astor withdrew from the company in 1834,
and it then broke up. The Western Department
in St. Louis was taken over by Pierre Chouteau,
Jr. and Company while the Northern Depart-
ment, which kept the title of American Fur

Company, was headed by Ramsay Crooks. The'
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new American Fur Company failed in 1842 by,
Was reorganized in 1846 as a commission hoygg
which supplied fur traders with goods and then
marketed their furs. Bys by that time, the gold-
en days of the fur trade, as well as of the com-
pany, were over.

The original American Fur Company sent
many traders to the Illinois country; some of
them became important figures in Ilinojs his.
tory; many were hardy, colorful, individua]g
whose biographies read like hair-raising aq-

Gurdon §. Hubbard

venture tales. Here are glimpses into the lives
of a few of them.

Of all the traders, Russe} Farnham’ ad-
ventures took him farthest from home. Born in
[784 in New England, he became an early em-
ployee of the American Fur Company. In 1810,
he joined an expedition which took him by sea
to Astoria, the Fur Company's post in the
Oregon country, where he remained unril 1813
After Astoria was sold, Farnham was picked
to carry the company’s records and $40,000 in
cash back to Astor. He sailed in a company ship
from Astoria 1o Kamchatka, Siberia. From there
he set out, alone and on foot, for Europe, While
in Russia, he suffered greatly from cold and



Stephen Sumner Phelps

hunger, and at one point, to prevent starvation,
was forced to cut off the tops of his boots and
eat them. Alter almost three years he reached
Copenhagen, from where he departed for Amer-
ica, eventually delivering the papers and money
to his employer,

When the Fur Company was reorganized in
1817, Farnham became supervisor of the Mis-
sissippi trade and later was the first Fur
Company employee to engage in trading in the
Missouri River region. In 1824, Farnham join-
ed forces with an independent trader, George
Davenport, and the two traded with the Sauk
and Fox Indians for a number of years. Farn-
ham died at St Louis in 1832, a victim of the
terrible cholera epidemic which swept the fron-
tier in that year.

George Davenport was born in England in
1783. A sailor, he came with his ship to the
United States in 1804. While trying to rescue a
drowning shipmate, he broke his leg, and his
ship sailed without him. After his recovery, he
enlisted in the American Army. Discharged in
1815, he went the following year to the newly
built Fort Armstrong on Rock Island. He then

€gan trading with the Indians there and at
ever River (Galena) and built up a successful
business. In 1824, he became a partner of
Russel Farnham and joined the American Fur
Co_mpany. A year later Davenport was ap-
Pointed postmaster at Rock Island. Ten years

Russe! Farnham

later he helped found the city of Davenport,
lowa, which was named in his honor. On July
4, 1845, Davenport was murdered by robbers
in his home, which is still standing on Rock
Island. '

Stephen Sumner Phelps belonged to a large
family of Indian traders. Born in Palmyra,
New York, in 1805, Phelps came to Illinois at
the age of fifteen, settling in Sengamon County,
then moving to Fulton County in 1824 or
1825. He mined lead in the Galena region and,
in 1828, established a trading post at Oquawka.
He and his two brothers became members of
the American Fur Company in 1833 and con-
tinved trading with the Indians until 1849,
Among other accomplishments in his varied
career, Phelps served as Henderson County’s
first sheriff and, along with his brothers, laid
out the town of Oguawka. He died in 1880.

fohn Harris Kinzie became acquainted early
in life with the fur-trading business. The son
of John Kinzie, Chicago pioneer and fur trader,
young John was apprenticed as a clerk at the
age of fifteen to the American Fur Company
at Mackinac. Five years later he went to
Prairie du Chien (Wisconsin} in order to learn
the Winnebago language. In 1826 he became
private secretary to Lewis Cass, then governor
of Michigan Territory, and in December, 1828,
Kinzie was appointed Indian subagent at Fort
Winnebago. In 1833 he left this post to move
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to Chicago, where lands owned by his family
were becoming valuable. He was the first presi-
dent of the village of Chicago and later held
several offices for the federal government.
Another of the many New Englanders who
made their way to Illinois was Gurdon Salton-
stall Hubbard, who was born in Vermont in
1802. He first went to work for the American
Fur Company at the age of sixteen, accom-
panying the voyageurs on their journeys to the
backwoods in search of fur. In 1823 the com-
pany appointed him to a trading post along the
Iroquois River. Eventually he became superin-
tendent of all Fur Company posts in Illinois.
In 1827, he moved to Danville and set up a
line of trading posts that reached from the
Chicago area almost to the mouth of the
Wabash River. In 1828, Hubbard bought out
all of the Fur Company’s interests in Illinois.
Hubbard was elected to the Illinois legistature
in 1832, and two years later, he gave up the

fur trade entirely. He then maved to Chicagg
where he became a prominent businessman,
heading a successful meat-packing business and
a Great Lakes transportation company, and
speculating in land. He was highly influentia]
in locating the terminus of the Illincis ang
Michigan Canal at Chicago, thereby insuring
the city’s development as a commercial and
transportation center.

Joseph Ogee, whose place and date of birth
are unknown, was a Canadian half-breed. In
the 1820°s and early 1830°s he served as an
agent of the American Fur Company in central
Illinois. He was also interpreter at the Indian
subagency at Peoria until 1828, when he moved
to Rock River and operated a ferry near the
present site of Dixon, Illinois. In 1830 Ogee
leased the ferry to John Dixon, who bought
it two years later. Since at this point Ogee
disappears from recorded history, it is believed
that he died shortly afterward.

The Decline of the French Furl Trade

BY DAVID MEYER

HE FRENCH in Illinois early built up a
T profitable fur trade with the Indians. The
furs of smail animals, especially beaver, were
much in demand in Europe. After the French
and Indian War, the English gained control of
Ilinois and continued to trade for furs with the
Indians.

Then, in 1784, a year after the close of the
Revolutionary War, .the United States took
possession of the Illinois country. Soon a law
was passed providing that individuals had to
obtain a license from the government before
they were allowed to trade in the area. But the
French-Canadian traders continued to trade
with the Indians and made such good profits
that the United States government passed an-
other law stating that no foreigner could trade
with the Indans on American soil. This angered
the French traders, so they joined forces with
an American fur trader, John Jacob Astor, who
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Abbott Junior High School, Elgin

was then trading with the Iroquois tribes of
upper New York.

The United States government later built
trading posts, among them ones at the Straits
of Mackinae, Fort Dearborn, and Green Bay.
These posts did not have as much business as
the government hoped they would, because the
Indians continued to trade with small private
companies and did not go to the government
posts.

Gradually, the French traders sold out to
John Jacob Astor, who then organized the
American Fur Company, which eventually con-
trolled the fur trade in Ilinois. With the
beginning of farming in Illinois, fur-bearing
animals either left or were killed off 1o such an
extent that large-scale fur trading could no
tonger be carried on profitably.—[From Edward
F. Dunne, Ilinois: The Heart of the Nation,
Vol. 1, pp. 209-11.]



AN ILLINOIS

FUR TRADER

When two people visit an historic site, they very often come away
with different impressions. After two Illinois students visited the site

of an old trading post, they were inspired to write these two very

different articles. -

A FRENCH TRADING POST

BY DAVID POOLE

Polo Community High School ‘

HIS SPRING [ visited the site of Pierre La
Sallier’s trading post. It is located about

six or seven miles northeast of Dixon, Illinois,
and about one-half mile west of Rock River
on a high knoll overlooking Franklin Creek.
[ could see the indentations in the ground
where La Sallier’s cabin. and storage houses
stood. They were built at a point where two
Indian trails crossed. Looking down the creek,
L could imagine how the Indians had paddled
eir canoes from Rock River up Franklin Creek
to the foot of the hill and had climbed the path
t La Sallier’s cabin to trade furs for supplies.
La Sallier was a Frenchman. He buiit his
C'“"bin and operated a trading post on Rock
Bwer from about 1800 to 1830. After arriving
In this vicinity, he married an Indian maiden.

Their daughter married & hzlf-breed, Joe Ogee.
From 1828 to 1830, Ogee operated the first ferry
across Rock River, This ferry was located where
the city of Dixon now stands. In 1830, he leased
this ferry to John Dixon, who bought it in 1832,

Before the white man came, the Indians
made their weapons and tools out of wood,
stone, and bone. The advent of the white fur
trader changed the Indians’ way of life. They
then traded their accumulation of furs for rifles
and ammunition, tools, cloth, and trinkets.
Most traders also kept whisky to trade. Usually,
when the Indians got a taste of whisky, they
wanted more and more. Some dishonest traders
would give small amounts of whisky for many
furs. 1t was not uncommon for the traders to
make as much as 400 per cent profit. As a gen-
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eral rule, the Frenchmen were fair traders. We
know that the Indians must have liked Pierre
La Sallier, hecause he lived among them for
thirty years.

When La Sallier needed supplies and had a
quantity of furs to trade, it was necessary for
him to go to a supply depot. Probably he took
his furs on a boat down Rock River to the
Mississippi, and up the Mississippi to Prairie du
Chien (Wiscansin), where there was a large
trading station. From there, the furs were taken
up the Wisconsin River, portaged across to the
Fox River, and then transported down the Fox
to Green Bay. From there, they were sent to
Mackinac Island and from there to Europe.

Edward L. Burchard states that the furs ar-
riving at Mackinac Island in one season from
the stations along the Illinois River were as
follows: 300 bear skins, 10,000 deer, 3,500
muskrats, 100 mink, 10,000 raccoon, 400 otter,

PIERRE LA SALLI

BY PERRY DUIS
Sterling High School

N A LONELY BLUFF overlooking Franklin
O Creek in northern Lee County are a few
traces of an early fur-trading post that stood
there about 140 years ago. There is a stone
along the road a short distance away—
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500 cat and fox, and 300 pounds of beaver
skins. The total value of these furs was $24,000
and the amount of goods traded to the Indian;
in return was $18,000. I like to think that SOMme
of La Sallier's furs were included in this ligt
and that previous to shipping, they were storeq
near where [ stood.

If Pierre La Sallier could come back to the
site. of his trading post, I wonder what he
would think. Instead of canoces loaded with
furs on Rock River, he would hear the hum of
motorboats; and replacing the Indian travais,
he would hear the roar of the interstate trans-
port trucks on the nearby highway.—[From
C. W. Alvord, The Hlinois Country, 1673-1818;
Journal of the Illinois State Historical Sociely,
January, 1925, p. 576 and October, 1837, pp.
345-52, 394-96; Nehemiah Matson, French
and Indians of Illinois River; Frank E. Stevens,
History of Lee County, Ilinois.]

ER

[t cannot be determined exactly when La
Sallier came to the Rock River Valley. It is
believed, however, that he traded in the area
from Prairie du Chien to Milwaukee and Chi-
cago in his younger days. About the first actual
written mention of him is found in several
fetters, dating from 1813 to 1815, exchanged
by Robert Dickson and John Lawe. In these
letters he is mentioned as being “an excellent
hand at the great guns.” The records of the
American Fur Company list him on the em-
ployment rolls during part of 1817-18, but
they do not state where his cabin was located,
although his trading territory was from Mack-
inac to Muskegon in Michigan.

The next and most important mention of
our subject finds him on Rock River in 1822, In
that year he housed the small expedition led by
James Watson Webb, who was sent from Fort



Dearborn to Fort Armstrong (on Rock Island)
to get aid for Fort Snelling in Minnesota, which
was threatened with an impending Indian at-
tack. Toward the end of the filth day of travel,
Webb and his party come upon La Saliier’s
cabin. Once inside, they were directed to the
loft in great silence. The horrifying sound of
an Indian war dance was heard a few minutes
later, after which silence followed. Then La
Sallier, whose head was “whitened by the
snows of eighty winters,” explained the reason
for the dance. Two Winnebago who had es-
caped from prison, where they were being held
for execution for the death of a soldier, had
come to join their tribe, When Webb asked for
a guide to take his party across the “Great
Prairie” to the Mississippi, La Sallier pointed
out that with the below-zero temperatures and
the lack of firewood, they would freeze to
death. The old man left again but returned
scon with an old Winnebago, who tried to pry
into the real reason of Webb’s expedition but
also pointed out that he was a friend of the
whites. Early in the morning Webb left with
his men and crossed the prairie. The exciting
account of Webb’s journey can be found in
his book Altowan, published in 1846,

The renown of La Sallier as a guide must
have been widespread, because very soon after-
ward (1823) he served as guide for a party
of men, led by Major Stephen H. Long, from
Chicago to Galena and then to Prairie du
Chien, La Sallier was chosen because “he had
lived over thirty years with the Indians, had
taken an . . . [Indian] wife, and settled on
the head-waters of the Rock River.”

It is not known when La Sallier died or
where he was buried, but perhaps he died at
the cabin and was buried in one of the num-
erous graves located nearby. The site he chose
for his cabin was an ideal one for that of a fur
trader for several reasons. It is thought that
tWo trails crossed there, which- would make
that g good location for a post. Also, nearby
Franklin Creek leads to the Rock River. This
would mean direct access to a good water route
nto Wisconsin. The area was rich with many
kinds of fur-bearing animals. It is believed that
La Salljer's post was the first between Chicago

The raccoon s highly
prized os gome.

(Fort Dearborn) and the Mississippi (Fort
Armstrong).

In 1835, Joseph Crawford, an early citizen of
Lee County, came upon the rotted ruin of the
cabin, but nothing much was thought about
it until Rufus Blanchard located it on his His-
torical Map of Hlinois some years later, When
the site was platted and excavated in 1936, it
was found to have been a double cabin, and
in one of the twenty graves, a piece of human
bone was found. It was thought that one of
the Jarger depressions in the ground was made
by the fur press, which forced the furs tightly
together for shipping.

Pierre La Sallier did not play a spectacular
part in American history, but he was one of
the many early Frenchmen who helped make
Illinois what it is today.—[From William D.
Barge, Early Lee County, pp. 1-10; Rufus
Blanchard, Historical Map of Illinois; Frank
E. Stevens, “Pierre La Sallier” in Journal of the
Ilinois State Historical Society, Vol. 30, pp.
345-52; James Watson Webb, Journey Across
Hlinois in 1822.]
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The Wlinais

BY CARL O, MOHR

~
3 Connolly —

Illinois Natural History Survey
The mink is the most prized

individual tllinois fur bearer.

HE TWO MOST IMPORTANT reasons for trapping and hunting Fur-

bearing animals in IHinois are sport and income from sale of the
furs taken. The sporting aspects particularly have increased in later
years as the cash value of the pelts has declined. As Illinois has be-
come more heavily populated and increasingly urbanized, three
factors—the opportunity to be active out of doors, the excitement of
the chase, and the pleasure in the companionship of dogs—have
kept men in pursuit of fur bearers during recent years.

The last inventory and survey of our fur resources, made in 1939,
indicated that about 27,000 persons annually took fur bearers either
by trapping or hunting; of this number, 9,400 are estimated to have
been hunters only. This amounts to an average of about 260 hunters
and trappers to each county, although, of course, there were actually
very few in some counties and many more than 260 in others.

The annual income to Hlinois trappers and hunters from the sale
of fur pelts amounted to an average of $1,202,000 during the trapping
seasons of 1938-39 and 1939-40. Muskrats led all other fur bearers

. as income-producers, giving about 47 per cent of the total income to

fur trappers and hunters. Minks held second place, yielding about
29 per cent of the total income, while raccoons were third in im-
portance, producing about 10 per cent. The sale of skunk, opossum,
weasel, gray fox, and red fox pelts accounted for the remainder.
Badgers and coyotes were trapped only rarely.

The kinds of animals caught during the period 193541 varied
greatly in the different parts of [llinois. The most common catch
in a majority of Illinois counties was muskrats, but opossums were
the leading catch in some. Most of the muskrats were caught in Lake
and McHenry counties in northeastern Illinois and in Bureau, Stark,
and Putnam counties along the Illinois River, whereas most of the
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AND GLEN C. SANDERSON

Illinois Natural History Survey and
inoi ent of Conservation
[ilinois Departm of vat The muskrat is the most frequently
cavght Hlinois fur bearer.

raccoons and opossums were caught in the wooded counties of south-
emm and western Illinois, Minks frequently held second place in
northeastern counties, but opossums, and sometimes skunks, were
second in most other areas. Raccoons frequently held fourth place.

Since World War II, the price of skunk, fox, and opossum furs has
fallen so low that few pelts of these animals are sold, even though
skunks and opossums are sometimes accidentally caught by trappers
who are trying to catch other fur bearers. Raccoons are reported In
greater numbers than formerly. Because they are more numerous
today than in the 1930’s, raccoons are easier to catch, but probably
they are not so numerous as opossums even now.

A recent study in central Illinois shows that “live trapping” pro-
duces about three times as many opossums as raccoons. Because
opossums are easier to catch than raccoons, this figure does not
reflect the exact proportion of each species present in the state.

About 7,300 persons bought licenses to trap fur bearers during the
1956-57 season, and probably as many more trapped on their own
land without licenses, making a total of about 14,000. Many more
took raccoons and fokes under hunting licenses. Thus the total num-
ber of individuals who. hunted or trapped fur bearers was probably
above 21,000, or about 200 per county.

The last tally of the Natural History Survey, that for the 1956-57
fur-hunting and trapping season, indicates that an increasing per-
Centage of trappers are reportir{g muskrats nowadays. More than 90
ber cent of the trappers reported taking them in 1956-57, whereas
during the 1929-30 season, only 54 per cent took muskrats. The
Average catch also went up from only five per effective trapper' in
the earlier year to forty-eight in 1956-57, Acceptable muskrat furs
sold for about ninety cents apiece during the 1956-57 season.
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About 60 per cent of the trappers reported catching raccoons dyy.
ing the 1956-57 season, and the average catch of this 60 per cent wag
more than seven each. The average acceptable pelt sold for about one
dollar. Perhaps 80,000 raccoons per year have been caught and solq
in Illinois during the last half-dozen years.

Mink pelts bring the highest price of Ilinois furs; they sold for
about twelve dollars each during the 1956-57 season. Because of this
high market value, the animals are much sought after, and, from
1829 onward, about half of the state’s trappers have reported catching
them. The average effective mink trapper took three or four animalg
per year. The mink population seems to ba holding its own. .

In the past few seasons, about 12 per cent of the trappers reported
catching foxes. Each trapper averaged a catch of six pelts. Since fox
pelts are practically worthless on the market, hunters took the
animals largely for the pleasure of outwitting them and to prevent
the damage they do to chicken focks, .

It is difficult to determine the exact number of animals taken each
year for the fur trade in Illinois, but it is apparent that the trapping
of muskrats and minks is still profitable, and that raccoon and fox
hunting is highly popular. The muskrat is king of the Ilinois fur
bearers as an income-producer, while the mink is the most prized
individual fur bearer, and the raccoon and red fox are the most
prized as game, '

During recent years fur pelts have been marketed through approxi-
mately 110 retail and thirty wholesale fur buyers, some of whom
bought and sold more than 30,000 muskrat and several hundred
mink pelts annually. Moreover, FACCo0N, Opossum, and, to a lesser
extent, muskrat carcasses are commonly sold for food in big-city
markets, with raccoons being especially prized.

* An effective trapper is one who caught one or more of the particular fur-bearer
species being discussed. In this case, for example, the 54 per cent of trappers

who caught muskrats were effective muskrat trappers, and they averaged a
catch of forty-eight muskrats,

Fur bearers listed in the order in which they ware
most frequently taken by huaters ond trappers from
1929 through 1935, This represents the opproximate
relofive abundonce of the animals in each county.
Where only one or twe fur bearers are listed in

o county, there wers no cleor second and third

posilinns.



\ HEN THE FIRST Europeans came to the territory which is now

known as Illincis in the seventeenth century, they found a
country which abounded in all types of natural furs, The most im-
portant Indians in the region were the confederacy known as the
Iilincis or Illiniwek, for which our state was named. The traders
soon discovered that these Indians would willingly exchange skins
for gunpowder, knives, provisions, and other articles.

The fur traders were particularly interested in the beaver robes
owned by the Indians. The robes which had been worn a great deal
were called “full greased” robes, because they had been made supple
and soft by long wear and had been greased to a beautiful sheen by
the oil of the Indians’ bodies. “Half greased” robes were those which
had been worn only a few times, while the new ones had not been
worn at all. They brought the lowest price, while those robes that had
been much worn were highly sought by the traders.

Two explorers, Jolliet and Marquette, went down the Mississippi
River in 1673 to the Arkansas River and then returned up the Mis-
sissippi River to Lake Michigan by different connecting rivers, in-
cluding the Illinois River. Their tales of the animals and birds to be
found in the region inspired French trappers and traders to go to

the territory, and consequently France came to enjoy a profitable fur

trade in Illinois. However, in the 1700°s her fur-trading activities
were slowed down.

A trading settlement was established at Starved Rock in 1682 by
Robert Cavelier, Sieur de I.a Salle. Ten years later, this post was
moved to Lake Peoria. In 1703, the important French-Indian set-
tlement at Kaskaskia was set up; it became one of the most important
posts in the area.

Many of the trails followed by the traders led overland from
Quebec and Montreal, Other traders came up the river from New
Orleans, At Mackinac in Michigan, John Jacob Astor many years
later established a fur office which received pelts from Illinois as
well as from other areas.

Because the French were the first to carry on much fur trading
with the Indians, they enjoyed a new means of wealth for some
time. However, the bitter competition which later grew up between
French and British fur traders was one of the great causes of the
French and Indian War (1754~63).—[From Stuart Cuthbertson and
John C. Ewers, A Preliminary Bibliography on the American Fur
Trade; Marcus Petersen, The Fur Trader and Fur Bearing Animals;
Lee E. Yeager, A Contribution Toward a Bibliography on North
American Fur Animals.]

Wanted: Full
Greased Robes

BY JANET MARSHAILL

Washinglon School, Dixon
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N 1831, the United States Senate requested

the report, fur traders and Indian agents
.. throughout the West were asked to report on

¥ their operations. Their replies were sent to the

Secretary of War, Lewis Cass, who was in
charge of Indian affairs, and then forwarded
to President Andrew Jackson for submission to
- the Senate. The entire report subsequently was
printed as Senate Document 90 of the Twenty-
second Congress, First Session.

"Thomas Forsyth (1771-1833) was appointed
agent for the Sauk and Fox Indians in 1819
and remained in that post until 1830. The
responsibilities of Indian agents were many,
As official representatives of the United States
government, the agents distributed presents and
yearly payments promised by treaties, arranged
councils between conflicting tribes, and tried to
prevent fighting between Indians and whites,
A portion of Forsyth’s letter to the Secretary of
War, written at St Louis, October 24, 1831,
describes the operation of the Fur trade. As you
can see, the trade was based on a credit system.
The spelling is modernized and explanatory
material is in brackets. Where you see several
dots, a part of the text has been omirted:

“The American Fur Company bring on their
goods annually, in the spring season, to this
city from New York, which are then sent up
the Missouri River to the different posts in a
small steamboat. At these places, the furs are
received on board and brought down to St.
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Ithe President to submit a report on the fur
trade. To gather the necessary information for

Frontier Finance

Louis, where they are opened, counted, weigh.
ed, repacked, and shipped by steamboats 1o
New Orleans; thence, on board . . . vessels tg
New York, where the furs are unpacked, made
up into bales, and sent to the best markets i
Europe, except some of the finest (particularly
otter skins), which are sent to China.

“By the time that the Indians have gathered
their corn, the traders are prepared with their
goods to give credit to the Indians. The articles
of merchandise which the traders take with
them to the Indian country are as follows:
blankets, . . . common blue . . . [and] red
stroud, blue cloth, scarlet cloth, calicoes,
domestic coitons, riflefs] and shotguns, gun-
powder, flints, and lead; knives of different
kinds; looking glasses, vermilion, verdigris [red
and green pigments which the Indians used];
copper, brass, and tin kettles; beaver and musk-
rat traps; fine and common bridles and spurs;
silver works, needles and thread, wampum,
horses, tomahawks, and . . . axes, ete.

“All traders at the present day give credits to
the Indians in the same manner as has been
the case for the last sixty or eighty years; that
is . . . the articles which are passed on credit
are given at very high prices.

“The following are the prices charged for
some articles given on credit to the Indians
(Sauk and Fox), whose present population
exceed six thousand souls, and who are com-
pelled to take the goods of the traders at . . .
very high prices, because they cannot do with-
out them; for if the traders do not supply their
necessary wants and enable them to support



themselves, they would literally starve.
“An Indian tzkes on credit from a trader in
the autumn:
A three-point [standard size]

blanket at $10
A rifle gun at 30
A pound of powder 4
Total Indian dollars 44
{The trader buys the same goods at:]
I blanket at 100 per cent is
equal to $ 352
A rifle gun costs in this
place, from $12 to 13.00
1 ib. of powder 20
$16.72
Add 25 per cent [or expenses 4.18
$20.90

. - .. But it must be here observed that the
trader takes, for a dollar, a Jarge buckskin,
which may weigh six pounds; or two doeskins,
[or] four muskrats, [or] four or five raccoons;
or, he allows the Indian three dollars for an
otter skin, or two dollars per pound for beaver.

“After all the trade is over in the spring, it is
found that some of the Indans have paid all
for which they were credited; others, one-half,
one-third, one-fourth, and some nothing at
all; but, taken altogether, the trader has re-
ceived, on an average, one-half of the whole
amount of Indian dollars for which he gave
credit the preceding autumn, and calls it a
tolerable business; that is, if the furs bear a
good price, the trader loses nothing; but, if
any fall in the price takes place, he loses
money.”

George Davenport and Russel Farnham,

The opossum is frequently
trapped threughout lllinais.

whose stories appear on pages 58-50, traded
with the Sauk and Fox for many years. In this
portion of their report to the Secretary of War,
November 22, 1831, the traders describe their
dealings with the Indijans:

“The trade at these posts has been transacted
by ourselves for the last seven years, and we
have employed a capital of from thirty-three
thousand to sixty thousand dollars per annum,
embracing the expense of clerks, traders, and
common hands.

“Most of our sales have been on . . . credit
to ... [the] Indians in the [all of the year . ..
[to enable] them to make a hunt and support
their families. On prominent articles such as
blankets, strouds, etc., we have charged an ad-
vance of 25 to 50 per cent . . . and when goods
have been sold for prompt pay, they have not
averaged us more than 1214 to 25 per cent
[profit]. These prices relate to the Sauk and
Fox. The prices charged the Ioway have been
higher, because they have seldom paid more
than fifty cents on the dollar of their credits,
and frequently nothing at all:

“The articles received from the Indians in
exchange for our goods . . . [include] beaver,
muskrat, raccoon, deer, and otter with some . . .
other kinds of skins, few in quantity and of
minor importance. The value of these articles
always depends on the demand in our eastern
markets, which are regulated by foreign mar-
kets.

“The Sauk and Fox nations furnish about
six hundred hunters, and there are from three
to four hundred families dependent on these
hunters for the necessaries of life; and the
former are dependent on the trader to supply
him the means of sustaining the latter.
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“The parties destined [or the trade in the
interior part of the country depart for their
posts in the month of September and return in
the month of April following, with the pro-
ceeds of the trade.

“We have from time to time [received] from
the Indians as provisions, venison, bear, and
turkeys’ meat as they have it to spare.

“In conclusion, we would remark that the
Indians we trade with live on the western
borders of the Mississippi River, and the east-
ern border being settled with whites, com-
munication . . . [between them] is easy, and

Trial of Time

BY LYNN HEY

HE ROCK RIVER country in Illinois offered

many inducements for prospective fur
traders a century and a hall ago. At Grand
Detour, the Rock River, as though reluctant to
leave the beautiful surrounding country, re-
turns for one last glimpse of the countryside
before continuing its tortuous way to the Mis-
sissippi.

Arrowheads and flints have been found which
indicate that there was an Indian village located
north of the Rock River a little west of Grand
Detour. The Indians took advantage of the
wealth to be gained from furs and trapped the
animals where they were found in abundance.
In exchange for food, blankets, powder, bullets,
and shot from the whites, the Indians promised
to deliver skins. The Indians were generally
honest, and the early fur traders had great
trust in them. John Dixon, founder of Dixon,
the county seat of Lee County, once stated
that “the only money he logt by trusting an
Indian” was the result of a hunting accident in
which the Indian was killed.

very often . . . [has been] to the detriment o
these Indians. When we first knew them, they
were sober and industrious. Now, in cop.
sequence of the ease with which they acquir,
ardent spirits, from their contiguity to the
whites, they have, in many instances, become
drunken and worthless. We would . . . sugges,
the propriety of removing them into the interj.
or, by purchase of their lands, to such distance
as would prevent such frequent communication
with the white inhabitants to whom they part
with not only their arms and ammunition
but even their clothing, for strong drink.” ’

Washington School, Dixon

In the Personal Narrative of Captain Thomas
G. Anderson, the author speaks of having a
trading post on the Rock River in 1802 and
1803. After spending the winter there with the
Winnebago, he said that they were “the most
filthy, most obstinate, and the bravest people of
any Indian tribe I have met.” But his deserip-
tion of the site led historians to believe that
the post was not actually at Grand Detour,
but in the vicinity of Grand Detour. Near the
post were two houses about a half-mile apart;
one was owned by Anderson’s rival, a half-
breed, and the other by Anderson himself. The
homes were located on either side of a hill
rising about three hundred feet above the water,

John Kinzie, the founder of Chicago, also
established posts on the Rock River, to trade
with the Potawatomi and Winnebago, some-
time after 1804. But in later years the fur
traders were replaced by farmers as the Rock
River Valley was quickly populated by immi-
grants from all nations—[From William D.
Barge, Early Lee County.]

*

pip YoU xNow THAT in the United States today . . . there are two million

trappers—or one out of every 87 Americans .
farmers produce twenty to thirty million pelts annually . .

. . these trappers and the fur
. lransactions

in the fur business in 1957 totaled about one billion dollars?
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