
FEATURES
An adult prothonotary warbler is five to five and one-half inches in length. There are no bars on the blue-
gray wing feathers. The black bill is extremely small and thin. The tail feathers are gray. There is a white  
circle around each black eye. The male has bright, golden-yellow head and chest feathers while the  
female is a duller version of the male.

BEHAVIORS
The prothonotary warbler is a common migrant and summer resident in southern Illinois. It is found in 
northern Illinois but not as often as in the south. This bird winters from Mexico south to northern South 
America. The prothonotary warbler lives in swamps and bottomland forests. This bird eats mainly insects. 
It forages low, usually in trees that overhang water or on logs in the water. The song is “zweet zweet zweet 
zweet zweet zweet” while the call is “chink.” Spring migrants begin to appear in Illinois in April. Nesting 
occurs from May through June. This bird nests in holes in trees, nest boxes or under bridges. The three to 
eight cream-colored eggs have red-brown markings. Fall migration begins in August.

prothonotary warbler
Protonotaria citrea

Wood-warblers
Illinois

JO DAVIESS STEPHENSON BOONE

CARROLL OGLE

DUPAGE

LEE

HENRY BUREAU

PUTNAM

KENDALL

GRUNDY

KANKAKEE

IROQUOIS

LIVINGSTON

MERCER

HE
ND

ER
SO

N

WARREN STARK MARSHALL

MCDONOUGH
FULTON

PEORIA
WOODFORD

TAZEWELL

MCLEAN

VERMILION
CHAMPAIGN

DEWITTLOGAN

ADAMS
SCHUYLER

MASON

BROWN

CASS
MENARD

MACON

PIATT DOUGLAS EDGARPIKE MORGAN

SCOTT

SANGAMON

CA
LH

OU
N

GREENE

JERSEY

MACOUPIN
CHRISTIAN

MONTGOMERY

SHELBY MO
UL

TR
IE

COLES

CUMBERLAND

CLARK

MADISON BOND

FAYETTE
EFFINGHAM JASPER

CRAWFORD

ST CLAIR

WASHINGTON

CLINTON

MONROE

MARION

JEFFERSON

CLAY
RICHLAND LAWRENCE

WAYNE

ED
WA

RD
S

WA
BA

SH

RANDOLPH PERRY

FRANKLIN

HA
MI

LTO
N

WHITE

JACKSON
WILLIAMSON SALINE

GA
LLA

TIN

UNION JOHNSON POPE HARDIN

MASSACPULASKI

AL
EX

AN
DE

R

FORD

KNOX

WINNEBAGO LAKEMCHENRY

DEKALB KANE COOK

WHITESIDE

WILL
LASALLE

ROCK ISLAND

HANCOCK

Migrating

JO DAVIESS STEPHENSON BOONE

CARROLL OGLE

DUPAGE

LEE

HENRY BUREAU

PUTNAM

KENDALL

GRUNDY

KANKAKEE

IROQUOIS

LIVINGSTON

MERCER

HE
ND

ER
SO

N

WARREN STARK MARSHALL

MCDONOUGH
FULTON

PEORIA
WOODFORD

TAZEWELL

MCLEAN

VERMILION
CHAMPAIGN

DEWITTLOGAN

ADAMS
SCHUYLER

MASON

BROWN

CASS
MENARD

MACON

PIATT DOUGLAS EDGARPIKE MORGAN

SCOTT

SANGAMON

CA
LH

OU
N

GREENE

JERSEY

MACOUPIN
CHRISTIAN

MONTGOMERY

SHELBY MO
UL

TR
IE

COLES

CUMBERLAND

CLARK

MADISON BOND

FAYETTE
EFFINGHAM JASPER

CRAWFORD

ST CLAIR

WASHINGTON

CLINTON

MONROE

MARION

JEFFERSON

CLAY
RICHLAND LAWRENCE

WAYNE

ED
WA

RD
S

WA
BA

SH

RANDOLPH PERRY

FRANKLIN

HA
MI

LTO
N

WHITE

JACKSON
WILLIAMSON SALINE

GA
LLA

TIN

UNION JOHNSON POPE HARDIN

MASSACPULASKI

AL
EX

AN
DE

R

FORD

KNOX

WINNEBAGO LAKEMCHENRY

DEKALB KANE COOK

WHITESIDE

WILL
LASALLE

ROCK ISLAND

HANCOCK

Summer

Printed by the authority of the State of Illinois.  
DNR-ED-230064,  4/23

© Alan Murphy Photography


	bay-breasted warbler
	black-and-white warbler
	black-throated blue warbler
	black-throated green warbler
	Blackburian warbler 
	blackpoll warbler
	blue-winged warbler
	Canada warbler
	Cape May warbler
	cerulean warbler
	chestnut-sided warbler
	common yellowthroat
	Connecticut warbler
	golden-winged warbler
	hooded warbler
	Kentucky warbler
	Louisiana waterthrush
	magnolia warbler
	mourning warbler
	Nashville warbler
	northern parula
	northern waterthrush
	orange-crowned warbler
	ovenbird
	palm warbler
	pine warbler
	prairie warbler
	prothonotary warbler
	Tennessee warbler
	Wilson’s warbler
	worm-eating warbler
	yellow warbler
	yellow-rumped warbler
	yellow-throated warbler



