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Project objective: To evaluate previous auditory records of the bird-voiced treefrog, Hyla
avivoca, in Southern Illinois, verify the presence/absence of this species at certain locations,
and evaluate the fragmentation, quality, and impact of these sites in the conservation of this
species.

Volunteer conducted call surveys have been conducted at a number of sites in the
Cache River Basin since 1995, following the protocols of the North American Amphibian
Monitoring Program or NAAMP. The state-threatened bird-voiced treefrog, Hyla avivoca,
has been detected at four sites in these surveys. During the spring breeding seasons of H.
avivoca in 2007 and 2008, the presence or absence of H. gvivoca at the four sites was
investiagted.

The locations of these sites in the Cache River Basin and their proximities to one
another are shown in Figure 1 below.
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As shown in the map above, all four of these call survey locations are in close
proximity to large wetland areas in the Cache River Basin. This suggests that these



areas may be of importance for future efforts in the conservation of H. avivoca since
these appear to be large, relatively un-fragmented habitats for this species.

The results of both the previous volunteer surveys and the two seasons of surveys
conducted for this study are compared side by side below in Table 1.
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2007-08 1995-2007 2007-08 1995-2007 2007-08 1995-2007
1 1 1 3 2 3 11 35
2 2 3 3 10 41 28 109
5 2 1 3 4 12 44
5 6 3 3 6 5 12 44

From this table, it can be seen that the presence of H. avivoca was verified at all the
locations where it was previously detected by volunteers. The strength of the call surveys
was confirmed for both Site 2 on Route 2 and Site 6 on Route 5. The strength of the
calling indices at Site 1 on Route 1 and Site 2 on Route 5, were not confirmed in this
study. This could be a result of different weather and other environmental conditions at
the call survey sites during the various study seasons.




