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Prairies and Savannas: A Hands-on Environmental Education Project 

 

Grantee name, address, and telephone number: 

Pilgrim Park Camp & Conference Center 

26449-1340 N Ave 

Princeton, Il 61356 

815-447-2390 

 

Time-frame of the Report: 

August 25, 2009- June 30, 2010 

 

Grantee representative completing the report: 

Mitch Kloster- Site Manager 

815-447-2390 

mitch@pilgrimparkcamp.org 

 

Project Objectives 

1.  To develop a general knowledge about the natural world—to learn some key prairie 

and savanna species, to understand the role these species play in the ecosystem, and to 

understand basic ecological principles present in these systems. 

2.  To develop an appreciation and respect for the natural world—to give young people a 

personal reason to care about conserving the environment. 

3.  To learn that people can make a difference even in a huge, complex and over-

whelming issue like environmental conservation. 

 

Completed Project Description 

In March, we completed our first prairie burn. This summer our youth assisted in planting 

almost 600 native plants into the prairie and savanna. The youth had the opportunity to 

learn about what prairies are, why it is important that we are doing the restoration project, 

and got the chance to get their hands a little dirty assisting in the effort. We have also had 

volunteers help remove some invasive plants to make room for the new ones to flourish. 

 

Digital Images 

(See attachment A) 

 

Native Plants Introduced to the Prairie: 

-Liatris Spicata (Marsh Blazing Star) 

-Eryngium Yuccifolium (Rattlesnake Master) 

-Filipendula Rubra (Queen of the Prairie) 

-Andropogon Gerardii (Big Bluestem) 

-Echinacea Pallida (Pale Purple Coneflower) 

-Vernonia Fasciculata (Common Ironweed) 

-Physostegia Virginiana (Obedient Plant) 

-Petalostemum Purpureum (Purple Prairie Clover) 

 

mailto:mitch@pilgrimparkcamp.org


Total Project Expenditures: 

Equipment 

 Fire Swatter (2) & Drip Torch $256.20 

 Anvil Loppers    $0   

 Hand Trowels    $0 

Herbicide 

 Round-up Pro Max (1)  $89.99 

 Garlon 4 Ultra (1)   $369.85 

Plants 

 Prairie moon Nursery   $931.96 

       

TOTAL     $1648.00 

 

 

*Anvil Loppers & Hand Trowels were not purchased; they were donated by a local 

 nursery along with pots and potting soil. 

*Pilgrim Park has paid for staff hours adding up to approximately $700  



ATTACHMENT A 
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