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Introduction 

 

The Illinois Public Hunting Areas Report is developed each year to provide information on public 
hunting/trapping effort and wildlife harvest.  This year’s report provides both hunting and trapping information 
on 215 Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) owned, leased or managed public hunting sites.   

Table 2 provides specific information concerning the 2015-16 waterfowl season on 56 public land sites where 
waterfowl hunting is provided in Illinois. 

The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program (resulting from the Pittman-Robertson Act of 1937 – a cost 
share program administered by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service) has either funded or is currently funding 
wildlife habitat developments, or has acquired land on 117 of the 183 public hunting and trapping areas.  
Pittman-Robertson (P-R) funding provides wildlife habitat development, maintenance activity, research projects 
and land acquisition for wildlife management purposes in Illinois.  P-R funds also provide funding for Illinois 
hunter safety course administration and materials.  The purpose of the P-R Act is to strengthen the ability of the 
States to preserve, protect and enhance wild animal and bird resources.  Benefits include providing increased 
public enjoyment of these resources. 
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Abstract 
 
 

The 2015-2016 Hunting season opened on April 1, 2015 and ended March 31, 2016.  The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) managed 215 public hunting sites during this period.  Various 
methods of data collection were used and information was recorded at 201 public land sites throughout Illinois.  
There are 14 additional sites that allow public hunting, however, currently have no facilities or resources 
available for on-site data collection.  Statewide 212,473 hunting trips were reported on Illinois public lands, an 
increase of 5935 trips from the 2014-15 season.  Hunting effort increased and hunter harvest decreased 
compared to the 2014-15 hunting season.  Mourning dove and waterfowl (duck) harvests can experience 
extreme harvest fluctuation annually due to liberal bag limits, habitat conditions and fall migration chronology.  
The 2015 mourning dove harvest was 24,980 compared to 43,806 in 2015.  The 2015-16 duck harvest was 
75,531 compared to 78,618 in 2014-2015.  Wildlife harvest increases (units in parentheses) were recorded for 
deer gun (348), deer archery (324), squirrels (1256), cottontail rabbit (418), and coots (252).  Harvest decreases 
are noted for bobwhite quail (130), ring-necked pheasant (2075, both wild and released), geese (757), eastern 
wild turkey (77), raccoon (1300), and a combination of 12 other species (119, primarily furbearers and crow).   
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Methods and Procedures 

 

Methods: 

The principal methods used to document hunting/trapping effort and collect harvest data are through manned 
hunter check stations, permits issued from both the IDNR permit office and the individual site, annual 
registration and sign in/sign out boxes and through on-line registration and reporting.  A majority of these 
methods have existed on a large number of Illinois public land sites since inception of the respective hunting 
and trapping programs.  Hunter survey questionnaires are periodically used by a few waterfowl sites where 
limited staff and other complications result in limited or no consistent hunting or trapping data collection.  Data 
is submitted by site staff either monthly or annually for district wildlife biologist summary tabulation.  The 
IDNR ILCHECK telephone and on-line check-in systems are utilized for white-tailed deer and wild turkey, 
providing more detailed harvest information from an increased number of public land sites. 

Procedures: 

Project personnel that collect hunting/trapping effort and harvest data for this report use four forms and/or the 
online harvest information. 

• Hunter Harvest Survey  – These surveys are completed on a daily basis by hunters during the 
respective hunting season.  It lists such information as the user’s name, address, date, hours hunted and 
species harvested.  These forms are then compiled on a monthly basis for submission to the site’s district 
wildlife biologist.  Several different styles of waterfowl data collection sheets are used by various sites. 
 

• Monthly Hunter Harvest Summary  – This form is utilized by site staff to compile monthly hunting 
effort and harvest data.  The sites list their name, region, year and month the data is compiled.  Hunter 
trips are recorded by species for dove, deer, wild turkey and squirrels.  Waterfowl hunting sites use a 
modified version of this form that lists duck and goose species.  Hunter trips for individuals pursuing 
upland game species; rabbit, quail, woodcock, pheasant and other species are usually grouped. 

• 2015-2016 Hunting Effort and Harvest Report Summary – For Illinois Public Hunting Sites  – 
This annual report form is compiled by each respective district wildlife biologist.  The biologists 
tabulate each of the monthly report submissions, from April 1, 2015 through March 31, 2016, received 
from their public land sites.  This form lists summary information that is used to compile the 2015-2016 
Illinois Public Hunting Areas Report. 

• Free Site Hunting Windshield Cards Online – The online free hunting windshield card system was 
initiated in April of 2010 at Region 3 public hunting areas on a trial basis while developing the program 
for statewide implementation.  The IDNR now uses the online free site hunting windshield card and 
harvest reporting system on many sites statewide.  Go to: 
https://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/programs/windshieldcard/index.asp to view the "Free Site Hunting 
Permits" system.  Inasmuch as the on-line windshield card system is relatively new, take care when 
comparing data with years prior to the adoption of this system. 

 

https://webmail.illinois.gov/OWA/redir.aspx?C=JceAadQKgUqt1DKcN0RzUKm26dA6ytAIYJCUupqkqKzji0GEZEnJpfU9unOd3U7rGEGOAV-axKY.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fdnr.state.il.us%2flands%2flandmgt%2fprograms%2fwindshieldcard%2findex.asp
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Illinois Public  
Hunting Sites 
 
REGION 1 
 1.  Anderson Lake SFWA 
 2.  Apple River Canyon SP Complex                                                                                           
 3.  Argyle Lake SP 
 4.  Banner Marsh SFWA 
 5.  Big Bend SFWA 
 6.  Big River SF 
 7.  Bradford SHA  
 8.  Castle Rock SP 
 9.  Donnelley SFWA 
10. Double “T” SFWA 
11. Dublin Highlands SHA    
12. Franklin Creek SNA 
13. French Bluff SNA     
14. George S. Park SNA    
15. Green River SWA 
16. Hanover Bluff SNA     
17. Hennepin Canal ST 
18. Ilo Dillin SHA       
19. Johnson Sauk Trail SRA 
20. Jubilee College SP 
21. Kishwaukee River SNA     
22. Lake DePue SFWA 
23. Lake Le-Aqua-Na SRA 
24. Little Rock Creek SHA    
25. Lowden/Miller SF 
26. Lowden Memorial SP   
27. Mackinaw River SFWA 
28. Manito SHA 
29. Marseilles SFWA 
30. Marshall SFWA 
31. Matthiessen SP 
32. Mautino SFWA 
33. Maytown SHA 
34. Miller-Anderson Woods SNA     
35. Mississippi-Palisades SP 
36. Mississippi River Pool #16 SFWA 
37. Mississippi River Pool #17 SFWA 
38. Mississippi River Pool #18 SFWA 
39. Mitchell’s Grove SNA    
40. Morrison-Rockwood SP 
41. Nachusa Prairie SNA      
42. Pekin Lake SFWA 
43. Powerton Lake SFWA 
44. Rall Woods SNA 
45. Rice Lake SFWA 
46. Rock Cut SP 
47. Rockton Bog SNA    
48. Sand Prairie SHA 
49. Sandy Ford SNA    
50. Shabbona Lake SP 
51. Sinnissippi Lake SWA 
52. Snakeden Hollow SFWA 
53. Spoon River SF     
54. Spring Lake SFWA 
55. Starved Rock SP 
56. Steward SHA  
57. Tapley Woods SNA  
58. Victoria SHA 
59. Wards Grove SNA    
60. White Pines SP    
61. Whitefield SHA 
62. Winston Tunnel SNA   
63. Witkowsky SWA 
64. Woodford County SFWA 
REGION 2 
65. Chain-O-Lakes SP 
66. Des Plaines SFWA 
67. Des Plaines Game Propagation Center NC 
68. Heidecke Lake FWA/GLP SNA  
69. I & M Canal ST 

70. James Pate Phillip SP 
71. Kankakee River SP 
72. Mazonia-Braidwood SFWA 
73. Momence Wetlands SNA 
74. Moraine Hills SP      
  75. Redwing Slough SNA/ Deer Lake SNA 
  76. Silver Springs SFWA 
  77. Volo-Wilson Bog SNA  
  78. William W. Powers SRA 
REGION 3 
  79. Birkbeck SHA 
  80. Butterfield Trail SRA   
  81. Clifton SHA     
  82. Clinton Lake SRA 
  83. Eagle Creek SRA 
  84. Finfrock SHA 
  85. Fox Ridge SP 
  86. Gifford SHA     
  87. Hallsville SHA 
  88. Harry “Babe” Woodyard SNA 
  89. Herschel Workman SHA 
  90. Hidden Springs SF 
  91. Hindsboro SHA  
  92. Hurricane Creek (Paul C. Burrus) SHA  
  93. Iroquois County SFWA 
  94. Kickapoo SRA 
  95. Larry D. Closson SHA (Hickory Ridge)  96. 
Lincoln Trail SP 
  97. Loda SHA  
  98. Middle Fork SFWA  
  99. Milks Grove SHA    
100. Moraine View SRA 
101. Perdueville SHA 
102. Saybrook SHA 
103. Shelbyville SFWA 
104. Sibley SHA       
105. Walnut Point SP 
106. Weldon Springs SP -(Piatt County Unit) 
107. Willow Creek SHA  
108. Wolf Creek SP 
REGION 4 
109. Batchtown SFWA 
110. Beaver Dam SP 
111. Bohm’s Woods   
112. Calhoun Point SFWA 
113. Cedar Glen SNA     
114. Clear Lake SHA  
115. Coffeen Lake SFWA 
116. Copperhead Hollow SWA     
117. Edward R. Madigan SFWA 
118. Eldon Hazlet SRA 
119. Ft. de Chartres SM 
120. Ft. Kaskaskia SM   
121. Frank Holten SP    
122. Freeman Mine SHA 
123. Fuller Lake SFWA 
124. Glades-12 Mile Island SFWA 
125. Godar-Dia.-Hurricane Is. SFWA 
126. Goode’s Woods NP  
127. Helmbold Slough SFWA 
128. Horseshoe Lake SP- Madison 
129. Horseshoe Lake SP (Island Units  
        Complex) - Madison 
130. Illinois River SFWA 
131. Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA 
132. Kaskaskia River SFWA 
133. Kidd Lake SNA 
134. Mississippi River - Pool #21 SFWA 
135. Mississippi River - Pool #22 SFWA 
136. Mississippi River - Pool #24 SFWA 
137. Mississippi River - Pool #25 SFWA 
138. Oakford SHA  
139. Peabody River King SFWA 
140. Pere Marquette SP  
141. Piasa Island SFWA 
142. Randolph County SRA 
143. Ray Norbut SFWA 

144. Red’s Landing SFWA 
145. Rip-Rap Landing SFWA 
146. Sand Ridge SF 
147. Sangamon River SFWA  
148. Sanganois SFWA 
149. Sangchris Lake SRA   
150. Siloam Springs SP - (Buckhorn Unit) 
151. Siloam Springs SP   
152. South Shore SP      
153. Stump Lake SFWA 
154. Turkey Bluffs SFWA 
155. Washington County SRA 
156. Weinberg-King SP 
157. Weinberg-King SP - (Scripps Unit)  
158. Weinberg-King SP - (Spunky Bot. Unit) 
159. World Shooting & Recreational Center 
REGION 5 
160. Beall Woods SP 
161. Burning Star No.5 SHA 
162. Cache River SNA 
163. Campbell Pond SHA 
164. Cape Bend SFWA       
165. Carlyle Lake SFWA 
166. Cedar-Draper Bluff SNA 
167. Chauncey Marsh SNA 
168. Crawford County SFWA 
169. Cypress Pond SNA 
170. Deer Pond SNA     
171. Devil’s Island SFWA     
172. Dixon Springs SP 
173. Dog Island SFWA 
174. Ferne Clyffe SP 
175. Ft. Massac SP 
176. Giant City SP 
177. Hamilton County SFWA 
178. Horseshoe Lake SFWA- Alexander 
179. Kinkaid Lake SFWA  
180. Meeker SHA      
181. Mermet Lake SFWA 
182. Mt. Vernon Game Propagation Ctr. NC 
183. Newton Lake SFWA 
184. Prairie Ridge SNA   
185. Pyramid SP   
186. Rauchfuss Hill   
187. Ramsey Lake SRA  
188. Red Hills SP 
189. Rend Lake SFWA 
190. Sahara Woods SFWA    
191. Saline County SFWA 
192. Sam Dale Lake SFWA 
193. Sam Parr SFWA 
194. Sielbeck Forest SNA 
195. Skinner Farm SHA 
196. Stephen A. Forbes SRA 
197. Ten Mile Creek SFWA 
198. Trail of Tears SF 
199. Union County SFWA 
200. Wayne Fitzgerrell SRA 
201. Wildcat Hollow SHA 
202. Wise Ridge SNA  
 
KEY 
SFWA     -State Fish and Wildlife Area 
SP        -State Park 
SF         -State Forest 
SNA       -State Natural Area 
SWA      -State Wildlife Area 
SHA      -State Habitat Area 
SM        -State Memorial 
SRA        -State Recreation Area 
ST                   -State Trail 
NC                  - Not Classified 
NP                  - Nature Preserve       
MRA              - Mississippi River Area
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Chart 1-2: Hunting Acres and Hunter Trips, 1985 – 2015. 
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Chart 3-4: White-tailed Deer and Eastern Wild Turkey Harvest, 1985 – 2015. 
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Chart 5-6:  Mourning Dove and Crow  Harvest, 1985 – 2015. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

1985

1990

1995

2000

2005

2010

2015
H

ar
ve

st
 U

ni
t 

Year 

Mourning Dove Harvest, 1985-2015 

0
500

1,000
1,500
2,000
2,500
3,000
3,500

1985

1990

1995

2000

2005

2010

2015
H

ar
ve

st
 U

ni
t 

Year 

Crow Harvest, 1985-2015 



Illinois Public Hunting Areas Report, 2015 - 2016 
 

27 
 

 

Chart 7-8: Duck and Goose Harvest, 1985 – 2015. 
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Chart 9-10: Bobwhite Quail, 1992 - 2015, and Ring-necked Pheasant Harvest, 1985 – 2015. 
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Chart 11-12: Squirrel and Cottontail Rabbit Harvest, 1985 – 2015. 
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Chart 13-14: Raccoon and Coyote Harvest, 1985 – 2015.  
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Chart 15: Woodcock Harvest, 1985 – 2015.  
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