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NOTE: This Memorandum supersedes Operator Memorandum 2020-02 issued on 

January 17, 2020. 

The regulations found at 62 Ill. Adm. Code 1816/1817. 71 ( o) require any excess spoil that is acid
or toxic-forming to be adequately covered or treated to control the impact on surface and 
groundwater, to prevent sustained combustion, and to minimize adverse effects on plant growth. 
Additionally, Section 1816/1817.83(c)(4) allows the Department to require the addition of 
neutralization material to be added to the coal mine waste, if the material is needed to prevent acid 
mine drainage. 

The Department has determined that all requests for the addition of neutralizing materials shall be 
formally submitted for review and response. These requests may come in as part of an 
Abandonment and Closure of Refuse Disposal Areas (Part 9.4 of the Permit Application) or as a 
stand-alone Insignificant Permit Revision (IPR). 

Stand-alone Insignificant Permit Revisions shall include an engineering sealed report certifying 
that grading of slopes, benches, bench drainage ditches, haul roads, haul roads drainage ditches 
and down-drains into coarse coal refuse was performed in accordance with the approved plan. The 
sealed report shall include the Department's Refuse Pile Engineering Certification Form or 
Impoundment Engineering Certificate Form and shall be accompanied by appropriate cross 
sections, profiles drawings and plan view of all of the graded areas that are proposed for 
neutralizing material placement and soil covering. 






