




 Williamson Energy, LLC 
11525 N. Thompsonville Rd. 
Macedonia, IL 62860 

May 10, 2022 
 
Mr. Caleb Ruyle 
Division of Water Pollution Control 
ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL   62794-9276 
 
 Re: Williamson Energy, LLC 
  Violation Notice No. W-2022-50038  
 
 
Dear Mr. Ruyle: 
 

Please find the following information in response to Violation Notice (VN) W-2022-50038, which 
was issued to Williamson Energy, LLC (Williamson) on a letter dated April 4, 2022. Williamson would 
like to request a meeting with representatives of the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) if 
the issues detailed herein cannot be resolved from this written response.  

 
The VN alleges multiple violations related to the notification from Williamson to IEPA on January 

7, 2022, and subsequent IEPA inspection on January 8, 2022, regarding a discharge of mine water due to a 
blockage in the eastern collection ditch of RDA3 at Pond Creek Mine #1. 
 

During the idle construction time in this vicinity of East Refuse, the perimeter sediment ditches 
were cleaned, and the excavated sediment was placed in the current lower terrace area of the facility, 
downstream of the main embankment. As coarse refuse was advanced, it was pushed into the pond cleaning 
material, of which the equipment operators were not aware that it was left in this area. Consequently, the 
material began to liquefy. This created conditions which allowed the material to drain toward the sediment 
perimeter ditch, and began to fill the ditch. 
 

On January 7, 2022, as result of snow melt and heavy rain, refuse had sloughed into the perimeter 
sediment ditch to the extent that the ditch was filled. Additionally, a small amount of refuse had sloughed 
beyond the downstream berm of the ditch.  This caused the incoming runoff into the ditch to inadvertently 
discharge over the berm of the ditch.  Williamson mobilized pumps to the area the night of January 7, 
2022 to divert water around the blockage area. Water had ceased discharging off permit the morning of 
January 8, 2022, within 24 hours of discovery. 

 
Refuse removal from the perimeter ditch was completed on January 26, 2022. During this time, the 

perimeter ditch was restored to its designed capacity. Williamson has implemented a plan of action to keep 
the perimeter ditch cleaned, as well as to properly dry and move material into holding cells in effort to 
prevent an event like this from reoccurring. Williamson also performed two rounds of soil testing, January 
12, 2022 and April 8, 2022, both proving the discharge had minimal effects on the surrounding area and 
will not require any soil remediation.  



 
The following are in direct response to the violations as per Attachment A: 
 
Unpermitted/Unauthorized Point Source Discharge 

 
Williamson mobilized pumps to divert water around the blockage in the perimeter ditch the night 
of the event and had ceased the inadvertent discharge of water the morning of January 8, 2022. 
The perimeter ditch was cleaned and has been restored to the designed capacity.  
 
Failure to Comply with NPDES Permit 
 
Williamson will comply with the NPDES permit and the requirements concerning the monitoring, 
sampling, recording and reporting procedures for any future noncompliance discharge.  
 
Discharge of Contaminants 
 
Williamson has ceased any and all discharge of contaminants and has restored the perimeter 
ditch, preventing unauthorized discharges off permit. 
 
Deposit of Contaminants 
 
Williamson has ceased any and all discharge of contaminants and has restored the perimeter 
ditch, preventing unauthorized discharges off permit. 
 
Offensive Conditions 
 
Williamson has ceased any and all discharge of contaminants and has restored the perimeter 
ditch, preventing unauthorized discharges off permit. The absence of mine water in the unnamed 
tributary to Pond Creek complies with the regulation.  
 
Water Quality Violations  
 
Williamson has ceased any and all discharge of contaminants and has restored the perimeter 
ditch, preventing unauthorized discharges off permit. The absence of mine water in the unnamed 
tributary to Pond Creek complies with the regulation.  
 
Failure to Comply with Good Mining Practices 
 
Williamson has ceased any and all discharge of contaminants and has restored the perimeter 
ditch, preventing unauthorized discharges off permit. The absence of mine water in the unnamed 
tributary to Pond Creek complies with the regulation. Williamson will comply with the NPDES 
permit and the requirements concerning the monitoring, sampling, recording and reporting 
procedures for any future noncompliance discharge.  
 
 






