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Illinois State Museum geologist Chris Widga

and Illinois College intern Laura Reynolds

examine fossil nodules in Grundy County.




A. a fern (Neuropteris); B. amphibian eggs; C. a ringed (annelid) worm; D. bark and a leaf scar of a giant seed fern (Ulodendron), which reached heights

upwards of 130 feet; E. Illinois’ state fossil, the Tully monster (Tullimonstrum gregarium), was an aquatic invertebrate that some scientists believe may deserve
its own phylum; F. a small bony fish (Elonichthys); G. the orientation of bivalves, or burrowing mollusks, can be seen in the shale as if they were trying to dig out
of the silt that was accumulating on top of them; H. Annularia were leaves of tree-sized relatives of the modern horsetail; 1. Euproops thompsoni, a small relative
of the modern horseshoe crab; J. a shrimp (Acanthotelson stimpsoni); K. an extinct order of an omnivorous crustacean, Belolelson magister; L. a seed fern

(Neuropteris); M. an unsegmented worm, Priapulites konecniorum; N. the whorled leaves of Annularia stellata, a relative of the modern horsetail.

Large fish scales (right) are common verte-

brate fossils in the Mazon Creek area. One of

the large predator fishes of its time, lungfish,
Sagenodus occidentalis, similar to one
depicted at the Illinois State Museum, may

have grown to a length of 3 feet.



Hunting for Mazon
Creek fossils

The Mazon Creek fossils are found within
the Francis Creek Shale, formed during the

Coal Age about 300 million years ago.

Fossil seekers possessing a day permit may
collect fossil nodules within identified areas

at Mazonia-Braidwood State Fish and

Wildlife Area. ’:‘




