Land Snails

The toothed globe snail (also top of
page) is widely distributed in Illinois

and common in hardwood forests.

Named for the toothlike structure on
the shell, the bladetooth wedge is one of

the most common land snails in Illinois.

Xolotrema fosteri : g
bladetooth wedge, shell width 5/8 inch b g



Previously believed to be extinct, the

only place in the world that the carinate
pillsnail (above) is known to exist is

some limestone bluffs in southern
Illinois. Found in moist woodlands, the
brittle button (right) has a blue-tinged

body and translucent shell.

The Shell

The vivid, rust-color marking on the

tigersnail make it easy to identify this

common snail.




Slime

Land snails glide on a large, muscular foot
that contracts in waves in the direction

the animal is moving. Glands in the foot

produce mucus that aids in movement.

Found in moist, decidu-
ous woodland habitats,
the Carolina mantleslug

does not invade gardens.

Feeding

mtrema concavum
gray-footed lancetooth snail, shell width 3/4 inch

——

Senses

Land Snail Ecology

Reproduction

The only predatory land snail in Illinois,
the gray-footed lancetooth (above) extends

its long neck into the shell of other snails.



Triangular-shaped bristles on the sur-

face of its shell are used to identify the

shagreen (right). Believed to have origi-
nated in western Europe, the gray field-
slug (below) has invaded many parts of

the world and has become a garden pest.

The rare carinate pillsnail possesses a
flying saucer-shaped shell (left). The
author’s (right) research focus has been

the land snails of Illinois.

The Fragile Existence of Land
Snails in Illinois

Deroceras reticulatum
gray fieldslug, body length 2 in.




