The day after the Cherry Mine fire
began, crowds gathered at the
surface waiting on news. A team of

state mine inspectors (left) assessed

the situation.
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Miners pushed a burning hay cart

on the second level of the mine to

the escapement hatch thinking the

fire would be extinguished on the v“
third level.

Thomas White, one of the 21 survivors, recounted his experience in a story
published in “The Wide World Magazine.”
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—U.S. Dept. of Labor, Mine Safety and Health Organization
msha.gov/century/mag/mag1



