‘ ‘ Mi d_ conitract Improving foraging conditions for
chicks may be the key to stemming

management may the downward trend of Illinois’
be the link needed e e

to restore Illinois’
1.1 million acres of
CRP grasslands
and stabilize, or
even reverse,
declining bobwhite
populations.”?



The dense nature of tall fescue, a
prominent component of the lands
enrolled in Illinois’ Conservation
Reserve Program, is a deterrent to

foraging bobwhite chicks.

Mid-contract management of CRP

fields, such as spraying, discing,

and prescribed burning, improves

quail habitat conditions.




Reared within a heat-controlled
pen, bobwhite chicks were
imprinted to humans to aid in the

study of their feeding habits.
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A significant portion of a bobwhite
chick’s diet is ground-dwelling insects,
such as ants, pill bugs, spiders, and,

for one in particular, a mantid.




