


hunting preserves. All hunting pre-
serves have the common goal of provid-
ing quality sport hunting in safe and
pleasant surroundings.

Hen pheasant harvest is allowed on
DNR-controlled pheasant areas and on
licensed hunting preserves because
hunters can harvest only released, cap-
tive-reared pheasants. Hunting released,
captive-reared pheasants has little bear-
ing on wild pheasant populations. Since
these pheasants either come from the
DNR’s Wildlife Propagation centers or,
in the case of the four public/private

pheasant hunting areas and licensed
hunting preserves combined, more than
100,000 hen pheasants could be
released. The problem with this premise
is that a very small percentage survives.
Most are lost to depredation. The result
would be a waste of sparse wildlife and
private funds. There also would be the
loss of the hen pheasant hunting

Released, captive-reared hen pheasants may be

harvested on controlled pheasant hunting areas

operated by DNR and on licensed Game Breeding

and Hunting Preserve Areas, or hunting preserves.

numbers to have a significant effect on
wild game bird populations.

Consider also the economic effects.
If no released hens were harvested,
twice as many pheasants would have to
be produced to cope with the current
hunting demand, greatly increasing
costs for the propagation centers and
private game bird producers, costs that
would translate into nearly doubling
the expenses for captive-reared pheas-
ant hunters.

It’s better to release the hens for
hunting.
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