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HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH. Ckay. Are we
ready to get started? Everybody here who is
going to be here? | hope everybody can hear ne
okay.

Good evening. This is one of five
public comrent hearings that's been held by DNR
or IDNR across the state.

My nane is Bob Welch. |'ma hearing
officer for the Illinois Departnent of Natura
Resources, and |'m going to be noderator tonight
as far as this hearing is concerned. W're
neeting tonight, as you know, in regard to the
proposed adm nistrative rules that relate to
Hydraul i ¢ Fracturing Regul atory Act.

Before we get to the purpose and the
format of today's proceedings, |I'mgoing to
i ntroduce you to the people who are sitting up
here with ne. On ny inmmediate right is
M. Cohen, who is the Director of the Ofice of
Ol and Gas Resources Managenent with | DNR

Next to himis Robert Mol, who is an
attorney with IDNR, the Ofice of Legal Counsel.

Next to himis N ck San D ego, who is

also in IDNRs Ofice of Legal Counsel.
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Next to me here is ny left-hand nan
Brendan Dailey. He's the IDNR | egislative
counsel .

To the far left is Ron Sullivan, who
is a well inspector with the Ofice of QI and
Gas Resource Managenent.

Now, as you all know, and that's why
you're here, | suppose, this sumer the Genera
Assenbl y passed and the governor signed the new
Hydraul i c Fracturing Regulatory Act. This Act
applies to all wells who are only high vol une
hori zontal hydraulic fracturing operations that
will occur in the state of Illinois.

Now, the reason IDNRis involved is
because the Act gave IDNR the primary authority
to adm ni ster and enforce the provisions of the
Act. The Act further requires that the
Depart nent adopt the rules as necessary to
acconplish the purposes of the Act.

The adm ni strative rul e maki ng
procedure is designed to allow interested parties
the opportunity to actively participate in the
rul e maki ng process through public coments at

these public hearings at which many diverse
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opinions will be heard, |I'msure, are strongly
supported by IDNRin the spirit of openness and
t ransparency.

Now, the purpose of this public
hearing is to allow nenbers of the public to
express their views and cormments relating to the
proposed hydraulic fracturing admnistrative
rul es which have been drafted in response to the
dictates of the Act, so IDNR has drafted rul es.
They are proposed rules. They're just that.
They're drafts. They're not final.

The purpose of the hearing is for
coments and suggestions concerning those, so
many of you nmay be opposed to the idea of
hydraulic fracturing, and a | ot of people
probably will want to express their opinions in
regard to that, but we're not here tonight to
di scuss the nerits or the lack of nerits of
hydraul i c fracturing.

That's sonet hing you should take up
wi th your representatives or with your senators,
because that's the state Act, and I DNR has no
control over and anything to do with the Act

itself, other than to try to inplenent it.
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We're here to hear your comments and
suggestions in regards to the rules thensel ves
t hat have been proposed. Your input will assist
IDNR in adopting rules that assure that the
process is done in a manner that is
envi ronnental | y sound and consistent with the
| aw.

Now, these gentlenmen that are up here
with me are here to listen to your comrents and
to make note of them They will be taking notes,
and at the end of the hearing M. Cohen will --
if you want to hang around, M. Cohen w ||
summari ze what we've heard as far as what the
i ndi vi dual ideas have been expressed as far as
whi ch processes are nbst paranount in the m nds
of the people here tonight.

Your input will assist IDNR in
adopting rules that assure that the process is
done in a manner environnmental |y sound.

Thr oughout the public comrent period
IDNR wi | | accept and upon consi deration make
changes to proposed rules before filing for a
second noti ce.

You can't see it fromway in the back,
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but there's a website where you can give public
comments, and | think you ve been given handouts
with that website on there too.

Al so, do you have a box tonight? W
have a box up here. If you don't want to talk,
you can |eave a witten coment in the box up
here, and, also, if you do talk and you have
something in witing, we would Iike you to put it
in the box too.

We anticipate -- IDNR fully
anti ci pates and expects changes to be nmade to the
rules as part of this process, and, as | said
earlier, these are just proposed rules. They're
not the final draft.

Now, how this is going to go about
each of you -- those of you, at |east that want
to speak, have filled out these papers, and one
of Brendan's jobs is to shuffle those, and he's
done that, and so when we call your nane, it wll
be by the luck of the draw

We had sone of you unhappy at our [ ast
heari ng because your nane didn't get drawn. Like
| said, that was the |uck of the draw

Because of the nunber of people here
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and the time limt, we're here for two hours, we
can't get everybody up here to speak. Like I
said, you're welcone to | eave coments on the
internet and here in that box too.

So the conments are going to be
limted to four mnutes, and pl ease respect that
ti me, because every mnute that you use beyond
the four mnutes you're taking away from sonebody
el se, because we're going to adhere to the
t wo- hour period. Because | talked for about five
or ten mnutes, we probably will go a little bit
beyond 6:30 to 8:30, so we'll probably go a
l[ittle bit beyond 8: 30.

The way we're hoping to do it is |I'm
going to call -- start out with I'mgoing to cal
two nanes, and the first one will be up here at
the mc. The second one will sit here or you can
stand behi nd the speaker, whichever you want, and
then the idea is always to have sonebody in the
on deck circle so we don't have to wait and sit
here whil e sonebody fromthe back rowis com ng
up and waiting to hear fromthem so when your
nane is called, if you'll come on up and have a

seat right here in the front, it would speed
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t hi ngs up, because that way we can get nore
speakers.

| think 1've pretty well covered it.
Let nme make sure here.

Ch, yeah. | forgot one of Brendan's
chief duties. | knew he's here for a reason.

When three m nutes have gone by, he'l
hol d up a sign saying you' ve got one nminute |eft,
okay, and then when you've got 30 seconds |eft,
or thereabouts, I'lIl try to get your attention to
tell you that you're about done.

Pl ease renenber now that the sole
pur pose of the hearing is to hear coments and
suggestions fromthe public in regard to the
proposed adm ni strative regulations. This isn't
a gquestion and answer session. These gentlenen
are not up here to answer questions. They're up
here to listen to, take notes.

Public coment means we're here to
hear comments fromthe public, obviously, and not
to make comments in response so pl ease address
your statenments or conments to the proposed
adm nistrative regulations. GCkay? Al right.

Now, | apol ogi ze in advance if |
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m spronounce your nane. | seemto have trouble
doi ng that.

When you come on up here if you would
pl ease tell us your nane and spell your |ast nane
so the reporter can get it right. |If you want to
nmention if you're with a group and you want to
mention that group, that's fine. You can do that
t 0o.

You'll have four mnutes, and if you
have -- like | said, if you have witten comments
or if you're reading sonething and you want to
|l eave it with us, you can put it in the box.

So the first person who wll be
standing at the mc is Mke, Mke QU --

Quandt -- isit? Qu-a-r -- | don't know how you
spell that. M chael, conme on up here. Don't be
shy. Cone on down.

["mgoing to call sonebody el se, and
then we can get started and then Richard -- are
you M ke?

MR QUANDT: Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: M ke, here's
the mc.

And then we have Ri chard Dei bel. [



© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
AN W N B O © ® N O O M W N B O

13

guess it's a D. Richard.

MR DEIBEL: Yeah, |'m here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Ckay. Al
right. Now, we're ready to go.

Wul d you state your nane, please, and
spell that | ast nane for us?

MR, QUANDT: M ke Quandt, Qu-a-n-d-t,
fromday County. M/ coments are not
environnental |y driven, but the Act, in ny
opi nion, shall address the needs of |ocal
governnents for transportation integrity
prot ection.

The letter that | have prepared is To
Wiom It May Concern: In regards to the Hydraulic
Fracturing Regul atory Act, Section 245.210, and
on behalf of day County, Illinois, | submt the
follow ng request for incorporation to the Act.

A Road Repair and Mi ntenance
Agreenent shall be executed between the applicant
and the inpacted highway authorities, whether it
be county, township, road district system and
muni ci pal street system of the transportation
route whereby the applicant shall be responsible

for the cost of the execution of interimrepairs
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of the roadway and drai nage system i npacted by
t he applicant.

Additionally, within the tinme period
approved by the highway authorities follow ng the
concl usi on of the devel opnent activity the
appl i cant shall be responsible for the cost and
execution of the pernmanent repair and restoration
of the transportation route inpacted by the
applicant to be restored mninmally to the
condition of the transportation systemprior to
devel opnent activity.

Prior to devel opnent activity, the
applicant shall post a bond, cash deposit, or
other surety in a formsatisfactory to the proper
authority to cover the cost of the devel opnent
I npact caused by the devel opnment activity on the
devel opnent route by the applicant.

Furt her, when the bond, cash deposit,
or other surety is established in the form
satisfactory to the proper authority, it shall be
acconpani ed by a proper form of assignnent of the
nmonetary instrunment to the authority, in form
satisfactory to the authority, which restricts

the applicant's ability to withdraw funds before
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the authority rel eases themand allows the
authority to draw on the funds in the event of
the applicant's default.

Basically that is ny point, to protect
the transportation system |It's not
environnental |y driven, but it's sonmething that |
bel i eve needs to be incorporated into the Act.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH. Ckay. Wl
done. Thank you. |If you want to | eave that in
the box. Al right. Thank you, sir.

Nancy Hediger. Nancy, if you'll cone
up and have a seat in the front row

Ckay, sir, state your nane, please.

VR. DEIBEL: R chard Dei bel,
D-e-i-b-e-I. I'min the solid waste business and
have haul ed trash and solid waste out of the oi
field for the last 37 years, and | think if al
the rules are inplenented with hydraulic fracking
and the things that the Illinois EPA have, |
think it could be a big boon to the State of
[I'linois and all of southeastern Illinois, so |
amin favor of hydraulic fracking and think that
it wuld be a great asset for the State of

I11inois.
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That's all | have.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,

16

sir. Thank you very nuch. M am if you'll stay

up there, 1'Il call another nane.

MS. HEDI GER  Nancy Hedi ger --
He-d --

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: That's okay.
Bob Yancey, if you'll conme up and have a seat,
and then, Ms. Hediger, you can go right in next.
Bob Yancey? Ckay.

MS. HEDI GER:  Nancy Hedi ger,
He-d-i-g-e-r.

The Illinois DNR has given the
fracking industry too narrow a definition of who
may be considered as a person having an interest
that is or may be adversely affected by fracking
and who will, thus, have the standing to request
publ i c heari ngs.

This is essentially Illinois gave to
the fracking industry permssion to limt the
public's ability to request hearings on proposed

drilling and fracking sites.

According to Section 245.270, a person

requesting a hearing nust directly denonstrate



© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
AN W N B O © O N O O M W N B O

17

that they have a real property interest in or use
resources of economc, recreational, or

envi ronnental val ue that may be adversely
affected. People living further than 1,500 feet
froma proposed fracking site are also allowed to
request a public hearing, but the rules are

uncl ear about when requested public hearings
woul d be granted.

" mvery nervous, but | have a well,
so I'"mvery worried about it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Take a deep
breath there.

M5. HEDI GER: Just because the frack
pad is not on ny front | awn does not nean that it
will not affect ny honme, ny life, ny |ivelihood,
or ny well. If our neighbors |ease their land or
if the forest pooling neans that | amforcibly
included in a drilling site, we are limted by
the IDNR s definition.

Though it may nove quite slowy,
groundwat er noves, sSo any contam nation of
shal  ow groundwater fromdrilling or fracking
operations would nove with the slow fl ow of

groundwater. VWich direction will it flow, how
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far will it flow, getting that answer woul d
require careful scientific study at significant
expense.

Clearly, the state cannot expect
i ndi vi dual | andowners to undertake such studies
bef ore they request public hearings, yet they
woul d have to in order to argue for a public
hearing to just get in the process of ensuring
that the water in their wells is protected, and
of course Illinoisans can expect the oil and gas
i ndustry to badger the hearing officer's task
wi th deci ding on whet her or not individuals have
standi ng to request public hearings.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Ckay. Thank
you, ma'am

M. Yancey, if you want to cone on up
here, and then I'mgoing to call -- the [ast nane
I s Baker.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Ckay.
M. Yancey.

MR. YANCEY: Bob Yancey, Y-a-n-c-e-y,
Bond County.

My statenment is in regards to the
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wat er source managenent plan. It seens to ne
what |'ve been able to learn is that after just a
m ni nrum of info that the operators can -- or
producers can basically just go wherever they
want and take it. | haven't been able to find
any info on how nuch they can take out of creeks
and rivers.

| know in Texas they have taken so
much that the fish lay dying in heaps. Sone
towns have been forced to ration water.

| mean | have to haul water. WII |
go to town and will there be 20 tanker trucks in
front of nme? | don't know.

Anyway, | hope all that don't happen.
That's it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Ckay. Thank
you, M. Yancey.

Al'l right. Next after Ms. Baker wll
be Gene K-r-a-h-1, it looks |like. Cone on up and
have a seat here.

M5. BAKER Hi. M nanme is G rwana
Baker, B-a-k-e-r.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: Spel | t hat

first nane too.
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M5. BAKER Grwana, Gi-r-wa-n-a,
Baker, B-a-k-e-r. Al right, and I"'mhere with
| RON Student Network and Fair Econony Illinois --
yeah, Fair Econony Illinois, |I'msorry.

| have two points that | want to point
out on nmy conment. First, |I'mgoing to address
the non-water fracking and how critical it is
t hat non-water fracking not be exenpt fromthe
rul es.

The | aw defi nes hi gh volune fracking
based on the nunber of gallons of base fluid.
Now, this neans that high volune fracking is
bet ween 80, 000 and 300, 000 gal l ons total.

The problemis that gallons are units
of value used to neasure liquid, but what if that
liquid isn't used in fracking? Not all fracking
base material can be neasured by gall ons.

I f non-water based fluids are
accounted for as liquid gallons, the gall onage
total will fall below the threshold set by the
rules. Suddenly a fracking operation would no
| onger be considered high volunme, even though the
operation is conparable in scale and therefore

raised to a high volune fracking in terns of
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chem cal use, frack periods, or other methods.

Wiy is this inportant? [|f fracking
operations use |less than 300 gallons of fluid,
t hey are consi dered nmedi um vol unme fracking, and
they are exenpt fromall the regulations in the
| aw.

Either IDNR has intentionally created
a | oophole to exenpt the majority of fracking
operations fromregulations -- |I'msorry,
fracking operations fromregulations or it's
sinply inept and | azy, either of which could have
di sastrous outcones for Illinois residents.

My second conment has to do with the
unfair public hearing process.

First of all, Section 2 -- I'msorry,
Section 245.230(E) creates a | oophol e whereby the
60-day review period for permt application
begins to run even before the application is
deened conplete by the Departnment. This is
sinply inviting conpanies to submt inconplete
permts as a way of avoiding public oversight and
comment s.

| DNR needs to ensure that the 60-day

review period only begins to run after | DNR deens
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appl i cations as being conplete.

Another rule | want to point out is
that the rules do not require the IDNRto testify
under oath and be avail able for
cross-exam nation. Howis the public to be
assured that there is concern -- I'msorry, how
is the public to be assured that their concerns
will be addressed if IDNR only has to sit and
listen to them wi t hout respondi ng?

Anot her rule forces petitioners to
present their concerns in the context of the
rules. |DNR should have -- should be concerned
about the content of the conplaint not the
technicalities. |'msorry about that. Al
right. And that's it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: All right.
Thank you, Ms. Baker.

Ckay. Let's see.

MR. KRAHL: Cene Krahl

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Hang on a
m nute. Tyler Ro-t-c-h-e. GCkay. Al right.

["'msorry. M. Krahl, is it?

MR, KRAHL: Well, that's nmy human

name. |'mactually a nonkey, technically.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH:  You fit right

in.

MR KRAHL: K-r-a-h-1 is what he |ikes
to go by.

So I"'mnot native to this area, as you
can see, but | care about it, and |I feel I|ike

that's what solidarity is about, that | can fight
and argue on behal f of animals and peopl e that
are in this area, even if I'mnot fromit.

| want to say that | think fracking is
a part of a wider project of seizing |and and
resources from poor people that are riddled in
debt and don't have any other neans to sustain
thensel ves, and | think that we, as people in
southern Illinois, don't want to invite the kinds
of corporations that you are all trying to
| egi sl ate on behalf of here. Right?

These are beings that roamthe earth
searching for nothing but profit w thout any
concern for the lives and livelihoods of the
people that are -- that are subject to what they
are producing, and, in this case, that is a ton
of pol lution.

W're seeing it everywhere. W're
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seei ng earthquakes actually being produced. This
is well docunented, and now here so you can make
a note of this, this fits in with the technical
things, right, we're between two maj or seismc
zones. Right?

Can you just stay with ne? There is
scientific evidence to show that fracking causes
eart hquakes, and we are between two major seisnic
zones. It is scandal ous that you woul d even
consider doing this here, and you all wear ties,
and | wear a nonkey suit, and | look |ike the
weird-o, but, no, |ook, you are the irresponsible
ones here that are even considering doing this,
and | think, you know, you say, of course, this
IS just about the regulations. It's just about
the regqgul ati ons.

Vel l, inplenmenting the regulations is
doi ng sonething with respect to regul ati ons.
You're just doing your jobs, right, and that's
the sane kind of sales pitch that these industry
executives are maeking or these |and nen are
maki ng to poor peopl e.

Vell, it wll bring you jobs. It wll

bring you sone kind of financial security.
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Ri ght ?

One of the things that | think is
particularly interesting is that anmong thensel ves
t hese industry executives have called this a
Ponzi schene.

| don't know if you guys have seen
this. This is years old. | don't know if
everybody here that is maybe considering | easing
their Iand has seen this, but this is from Forbes
magazi ne, not particularly a nmagazi ne of the
left. Right?

And e-mails anongst thensel ves, energy
executives, industry | awers, state geol ogists,
and mar ket anal ysts question the econom cs of
shal e gas and hint at inpropriety.

They call conpany statenents about the
val ue of finds a Ponzi schenme, invoke Enron, and
cite the nmentality of conning Wall Street while
drilling fast before the jig is up.

Vel l, look, when the jig is up, it
Isn'"t these dudes in suits or whoever it is
that's trying to take your land that's going to
be wi thout noney. It's going to be you. 1It's

going to be poor people that are left poor for
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anot her generati on.

And, yeah, | think that the Ponzi
schenme should end in Illinois, and that everybody
up here should take it upon thensel ves to say,
| ook, we can't regulate this. It can't be
regul ated safely. This can't be nade safe, and
it has to stop in Illinois.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,

Tyler is up next, and after Tyler is
Kay A-h-a-u-s, it looks like. GCkay.

MR ROTCHE: M nane is Tyl er Rotche,
| ast nane R-o-t-c-h-e.

Thank you for the opportunity to
provi de comments on behalf of Prairie Rivers
Net wor k and our nenbers in opposition to the
current version of the proposed adm nistrative
rules to inplenent the Illinois Hydraulic
Fracturing Regulatory Act O Public Act 098-0022.

Prairie Rivers Network is the state
affiliate of the National WIldlife Federation, a
nonprofit operation that strives to protect the

rivers, streans, |akes, and groundwater of
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II'linois and to pronote a |asting health and
beauty of water in comunities.

Much of our work focuses on how
envi ronnental policies are inplenmented and
enforced in Illinois in order to protect our
envi ronnental and ultinmately our health.

| DNR s proposed rul es are weaker than
the regul ati ons passed in June and are not
protective of our clean and abundant water
suppli es.

Prairie Rivers Network shares these
coments as the basis for our opposition to the
current draft of the rules.

First, stronger protections are needed
agai nst water pollution. This includes ful
di scl osure of all chem cals used, not just those
that are considered to be indicators.

This is inportant for adjacent well
wat er users who may need to identify and track
contam nation, and it is also inportant for
medi cal professionals and first responders who
nmust be able to access chem cal information on a
24/ 7 basis if an accident occurs.

Second, no | ong-term storage of
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fracki ng wastewater, and it should allow for
sufficient storage for both flowback and produced
wat er .

Wast ewat er shoul d be renoved within
seven days of placenent rather than seven days
after fracking operations are conplete as stated
in the | aw

Third, rules nust include a
requi renent that all high volume fracturing
operations be subject to the law. For exanpl e,
oper ati ons engaged in high volune hydraulic
fracturing and were established prior to the
regul atory act should not be exenpt from
followng the | aw and i npl enented rul es.

These protections were nade into | aw
in order to protect our drinking water supply,
our shared resources, and our health, and no
exenptions are nerited.

Fourth, ensure public participation in
the permtting process for both new and renewed
operations. Every significant revision to the
proposed operations permtting plan nust be --
must require public input process.

Too often we see nenbers of the public
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unable to participate in terns of permtting and
escape the systemthrough anendnents of previous
appl i cati ons.

Fifth, and finally, increased
penal ti es for nonconpliance so they serve as a
deterrent, not just as a cost of doing business.

W understand that no amount of
regul ati on can ever nake fracturing failsafe, but
the stronger Illinois's regulations are, the
better protected our comunities' water supply,
air quality, and health will be.

Thank you for your consideration of
our comments. Prairie Rivers Network hereby
urges denial of the current version of the Hi gh
Vol ume Hydraulic Fracturing Adm nistrative Rul es.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH. Thank you,

Sir
Dillon or Dillon, Aml-i-n.
Ckay, nmm' am
M5. AHAUS: |'m Kay Ahaus from
Trent on.

COURT REPORTER:  Spell your [|ast nane,

pl ease.
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M5. AHAUS: A-h-a-u-s. | cane 75
mles one way, 150 round trip, and I"'mhere to
encourage you to have these public hearings in
every county where these wells might be drilled,
every county, every county where the pernmits are
bei ng considered. It is a hardship to cone in
the winter. It is a hardship to cone at
Christmastinme, so please hold these hearings when
there's not vacation and not inclenent weather.
That's to the process.

Now, to the problens | have with the
regul ations thensel ves, and this stens from
per sonal experience. M neighbor down the way
had a well drilled on his land this summer. Wen
I saw himin church yesterday. | said, "Wll
what's goi ng on down there?"

He said, "Wat do you nean? | don't
know anyt hi ng about it."

| said, "Well, have you | eased to an
oil well conpany?"

"Yes, | did, one or two years ago, but
I haven't heard fromthem since."

| said, "Well, your land was drilled

on by an oil well conpany."
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I lived in Cklahonma for 37 years, and
I know what an oil well |ooks Iike. Cklahoma is
full of fracking wells. Yesterday | spoke with a
friend from &l ahoma, and they are having
clusters of earthquakes, not just an earthquake
but clusters of themjust about every week.

Now -- and they're in the 3.4 to 4
range. | don't know what danmage that does, but
she said sonme of the houses are bei ng danaged.

The well that was on ny friend's
property, a different friend in Ednond, Cklahom,
was near a capped well that |eaked. It rendered
their [and unusable for human or other kind of
animal |ife. They couldn't grow a garden. They
had to haul in their water for drinking and
bat hi ng, and they had to even vacate the | and.

They had spent their |ife savings
building this property, and I certainly want to
have high restricted areas near these wells, so |
woul d suggest a three-mle radius, not a 1,500
foot radius, because we don't know how far water
and air pollution is going to travel once it gets
out. Al we knowis that these wells do create

it.
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| think it was nmentioned that we're
not sure that there's as nmuch energy we're
getting back out of these wells as we're putting
intoit, so | think there should have to be a
hearing run by IDNR on the feasibility study of
how nmuch energy we're going to get back for the
amount of risk that the public is taking.

Fracking waste can't be stored in an
open pit. | just don't believe they can, so if
you're going to allowthis, they' ve got to be
stored in underground, airtight, air seal ed
tanks, and the rules have to, as the one
gent| eman that spoke about transportation, have
to include what are you going to do if you don't
do this? |If you have to have these wastes
trucked, sent by rail cars or by barges down the
M ssi ssi ppi and ot her inland waterways.

| see |I'mabout up, so | wll just

read ny -- if | can get -- this m crophone keeps
getting away fromne here. |'mnot a public
speaker .

Al'l landowners within three mles of

the well should be infornmed that the permt

process is requested and a public hearing on such
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a well be held prior to the start of the permt
process, prior to the process.

No open pit storage facility should be
allowed. Al fracking nmust be prohibited in

fl ood plains and on earthquake faults in

[11inois.

Now, let ne just say this farnmer whose
| and had the well dug on it is -- the land is in
a flood plain. It floods every single year.

There's no way that |and can be fracked w thout a
| ot of pollution going |ots of places.
Thank you for |istening.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,

ma' am

Ckay. W need Stanley Bratnman, it
| ooks |ike.

MR AMLIN. H. M nane is Dllon
Amin. That's Aml-i-n, and |I'ma nenber of the

| RON Student Network as well as a nenber of Fair
Econony Illinois, a state-wi de coalition that
does not feel that these rules protect Illinois
fromthe dangers of fracking.

| am a student at Roosevelt University

in Chicago, and | wasn't able to nake the hearing



© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
AN W N B O © 0O N O O M W N B O

34

i n Chicago, because it was two days before
Thanksgi ving, and I was at home, and | think
before I | eave ny conment on the rules | would
like to request that this comment period be
ext ended and that nore hearings be announced,
particularly in Chicago and Bl oom ngton.

| know that there were over 300 people
in Chicago and only 30 or 40 were actually able
to speak. There were people who literally
couldn't even get into the room and there's a
serious denmand for nore public participation.

It's becone very apparent fromthe
past two hearings and the nedia that IDNR is
ei ther understaffed in this rule drafting process
or needs significantly nore tinme to actually cone
up with rules that woul d adequately safeguard the
health and safety of Illinois residents.

The dirty dozen is a list of -- a
non-extensive list of major issues that we have
with this legislation that has been rel eased, and
I"mjust going to be tal ki ng about one of the
dirty dozen. This is a list of major |oopholes
and issues with the IDNR rul es around

radi oactivity, seismcity, non-water fracks, also
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or gani ¢ conpound eni ssions and | ocal control, and
these are just |like a good denonstration of how
dangerously weak these rules really are.

| DNR shoul d at the very | east
adequately address this dirty dozen before it
even thinks about submitting the rules to the
joint commttee on adm nistrative rules.

Furt hernore, over 50 people were
turned away, like | said, fromthe hearings in
Chi cago, and those people weren't able to speak.

If you're really commtted to public
participation, then we should have an extension
of this process, and there should be nore public
hearings, so today | guess first I'd |like to say
the reason why | do this work, the reason why I
organi ze -- at least 60 hours a week | organize
students, | organize comunity nmenbers, and right
now we're wor king on fracking, because this is a
maj or i ssue in addressing climte change.

My father is an energy consultant. He
wor ks wi th conpani es around climate change
issues, and froma really early age |'ve been
exposed to the reality of clinmate change and the

danger that it poses to all of us. | genuinely
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am concerned that |I'mnot going to be able to
live a full and healthy |ife because of a threat
of climte change, and that's mainly why |I'm here
t oday.

Fracki ng has a huge potential to
increase -- to increase emssions and is a
terrible road to go down if we're serious about
addressing climte change, so ny comment is on
radi oactivity.

One of the consequences of fracking in
I1linois is that we expect nuch of the produced
water that it will be radioactive due to the fact
that Illinois shal e has above average | evel s of
uranium The U S. Ceol ogical Survey itself has
found that produced water in Illinois has
radi oactive uraniumlevels that are 67 tines the
maxi mum cont am nati on | evel of the EPA

The original legislation requires |IDNR
to conply with all applicable federal, state, and
| ocal |laws, but the rules make no nention of how
regulators wll ensure that fracking operators
abide by the Illinois Low Level Radioactive Waste
Managenent Act.

Unfortunately, Section 245.850 only
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provi des for testing of fracking fluids once
during the early flowback stage and only for
naturally occurring radi oactive nmaterial s.

The proposed rul es include no
foll owup requirenments or standards of testing
that shows radioactivity in flowback to be high.
In other words, these proposed rules treat
fl owback the sane whether it is highly
radi oactive or not.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH:  You' re about
out of tine.

MR. AMLIN. The proposed rules did not
require the testing of produced water which is
the water produced froma well in conjunction
with oil or natural gas production. This is
where radioactivity is nost likely to show up.

It should be noted that while these
rul es have been purported to be the strongest in
the nation, Pennsylvania |law requires the testing
of produced water at two separate intervals,
because, once again, that is where the
radi oactivity is nost likely to show up.

Testing only the fl owback water is

i ke saying we don't want to find any
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radi oactivity, because then we have to do
sonet hing about it, so we'll just test where
we're pretty sure we won't find any.

This is a really serious issue, and |
would really like for radioactivity to be
addr essed.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: Thank you,

Erin Carnmen -- | can't read the | ast
nanme. Ckay, sSir.

MR. BRATMAN. H . M nane is Stan
Bratman. | am from Chi cago.

COURT REPORTER  Can you spell your
| ast nane, pl ease?

MR. BRATMAN. B-r-a-t-ma-n

I work with a nunber of environnent al
organi zations. |'ve been concerned about a
variety of environnental issues for very nany
years.

| see that we have -- in the Illinois
Depart ment of Natural Resources we have siX
comm ssi oners, all of whom appear from-- to be

whi te men. | sonetimes wonder about that, but
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let me say that | have to agree with ny col | eague
over here that gl obal warm ng and pollution are
huge probl ens.

| think as the Departnent of Natural
Resources we shoul d be | ooki ng towards wi nd and
solar natural resources. | understand that the
state has passed a | aw which all ows fracking.

Personally, | believe it's a bad | aw,
but you are engaged in trying to enforce that
law, and | would hope that you would enforce it
vigorously, and so I'd like to talk to you about
your specific jobs which is to penalize these oi
and gas conpani es when they don't do what is in
the law, and, as | understand it, nmany of the
fines are very, very small.

| understand that the fines start at
$25, and they go up to $2,500 which, for an oi
or gas conpany, is not what it is for nme or
probably you as well.

These are billion dollar conpanies. |
believe that the top five producers of oil and
gas made over 118 billion dollars in profits | ast
year, and we are proposing to fine them $50 to

$2,500 for violations?
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As if that isn't enough, if they don't
pay the fine, apparently within two years, the
fine is reduced. | don't quite understand how
t hat can happen, but it does, and, finally, |I'd
like to speak a little bit about the outsourcing
of the danamges that can be done, so if soneone
gets sick because of groundwater contam nation,
air contamnation, if someone's pond is destroyed
or stream their source of water is destroyed,
believe that it's your job to nake sure that the

oi | and gas conpani es bear responsibility for

t hat .

Now, it's difficult to do and given
that they have these billions of dollars, they
have very good | egal staffs. | don't know how

many of you are | awyers, but they have extensive
and good legal staffs, so | really feel |ike as
comm ssioners for the state it's your job to
protect us, not the oil and gas conpani es.

Wthout you to stand in the way and
say these billion dollar conpanies can't get away
with this sort of stuff, we have no protection as
citizens, so that's ny coment, and | hope that

you do your job energetically. | hope that you
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the state prescribed. Apparently the state
prescri bed a higher |evel of penalty than what
you have done as the IDNR, so |I'mno expert on
that. | don't know, but thanks for your tine.
Thanks for 1istening.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you.

Al right. W're going to need
Domnic, Dio -- yeah, you. Ckay, sir.

VR, CARVANF SWEENEY: ['m Erin
Car man- Sweeney, E-r-i-n,
CGa-r-ma-n-S-we-e-n-e-y. |'mfrom Makanda
Il1linois. Thank you for giving nme the

opportunity to speak.

My comment is about volatile organic

conpounds em ssions, which | don't think have

been nentioned enough, so that's why | wanted to

speak about that.

Although 1'd like to say that | fee

41

i ke this public hearing process has kind of been

a facade of denocracy this whole tinme thinking
that we are going to have sonme effect and sone

say in this when really we know that the rules

have been witten by the industry and are being
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i npl enented by the governnent that is not
listening to us, but | very much would Iike you
tolisten, and I think -- I'Il just start reading
t he conment .

So even though Section 1 through 53 of
the regulatory bill requires that fracking
operations be conducted in a manner that wll
protect public health and safety and prevent
pollution, I'd like to say here that it was
brought up earlier that this fracking process
exacerbates climate change, and we are begi nni ng
to at a federal |evel regulate carbon pollution,
and that's not in any way included in this bill
and ought to be.

We ought to be considering that as a
public health and safety risk, because it is and
it's proven to be, and there shouldn't be any
argunents surroundi ng that, so even though the
bill requires that the operations be conducted in
a manner that will protect the public health and
safety and prevent pollution, there are currently
no known provisions on how to reduce the highly
toxic volatile conpounds, or VOC eni ssions that

are generated by the fracking process.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Excuse ne,
sir. Wwen you read it, it's hard for the
reporter to keep up, so don't read so fast.

MR CARMAN SWVEENEY: All right. VOCs
scientifically have been shown to cause asthng,
cancers, and severe illnesses. These are
definitely public health concerns.

Also, I'd like to note that ny father
passed away of cancer only four years ago, and
|"msure that everyone in this room knows soneone
who has passed away of cancer, and you should
be -- we should be taking nore care to prevent
these volatile organi c conpounds from spreadi ng
around these frack sites and danagi ng the public
heal th, because if we're really invested in
havi ng a denocracy, we wouldn't allow sone peopl e
to benefit fromthis drilling while the rest of
us all suffer these consequences that kill us.

So in Colorado oil and gas em ssions
are the main source of volatile organic
conpounds, and unsurprisingly there have been
many reported cases of illnesses fromfracking
pol lution in Col orado since the boon began.

These rules currently contain no best
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practice standards for mtigating these risks
that coul d cause irreversible and neurol ogi cal or
respiratory damage to children, adults, and other
l'iving things.

Al'so, | should note that down where |
live in the Shawnee National Forest, those other
living things are really inportant not just for
their own sake but also for our econony as a
tourist econony, and if we're trying to provide
jobs, we can't be taking jobs fromone sector and
passi ng them al ong to anot her.

As of now, the rules allow conpanies
the holy exenption of runaway natural gas and
hydr ocarbon fluids from production. Section
245.900(E), or flowback, Section 245.845(C).

If the regulation of these isn't cost
effective or it is econom cally unreasonable, and
those terns are not properly defined in the bil
anywhere, defining those terns -- | nean,
basically right now you're allowi ng the industry
to define them and that's not -- | nmean that's
not sufficient.

Ozone form ng air pollution neasured

in Colorado is up to twi ce the anount that
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government regul ators have cal cul ated shoul d
exist. | just graduated with a degree in climte
science, and ozone is really great up in the
stratosphere where it protects you from WV rays,
but down here, the | ower troposphere, it's really
toxic and terrible for people, and it's a
terrible pollutant, so avoiding defining cost

ef fecti veness or econom cally unreasonabl eness
essentially allows conpanies to define these
terms for thenselves, and we can assune the
conpanies wll make sure that they define it to
their own benefit.

The cost-benefit analysis that only
cal cul ates private costs of conpanies while
ignoring the social costs on the people, on the
environnent will result in privatizing profits
for big corporations while socializing | osses for
t axpayers, adding an unjust burden to the | ocal
and state governnent.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VWELCH: Ckay. You're
right on tine.

VR. CARVAN SWEENEY: Al right. Thank
you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: Thank you,
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Elnmer, is it Fugman, Jr.?

Al'l right, Dom nic.

MR. G AFAGLEONE: |'m Dom nic
G af agl eone, Gi-a-f-a-g-1-e-o0-n-e.

Al right. Hey, ya' all. This coment
i s about abandoned oil and gas wells serving as
conduits to contam nate aquifers.

In the proposed rul es Section 245. 210
at (A6 and (A7 and 245.815 at B and 245. 1010
i ntroduced arbitrary rules and grossly inadequate
nmeasures to protect against so-called frack hits
when your fractures fromfracking intersect with
agi ng and abandoned wel | s.

According to these sections to be
permtted in Illinois under the proposed rules
operators would have to worry about frack hits in
existing wells that are wwthin 750 feet of the
proposed wel |l s neasured by the m ni num di stance
bet ween any two points al ong prospective bore
hol es, and even then, they only need to be
consi dered, those existing wells, if they are
drilled wthin 400 feet of the rock formation

that the well should target.
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This regulation is obviously
i nadequate. Just this past Septenber in New
Mexi co fracking at one well |eaked fluids out of
a nei ghboring well head half a mle away, 2,640
feet.

Al so, independent research shows that
hori zontal fractures can extend at |east 2,500
froma bored well.

In addition, expert testinony in
Suprene Court cases has provi ded evidence that
fracked fluids have been found 3,000 feet from
the well bore. (Qbviously, only requiring and
putting the old wells 750 feet away fromthe well
bore is grossly inadequate, especially since
abandoned oil wells are an obvi ous known source
of aquifer contam nation here in Illinois.

| ndeed, the residents of a
Hardinville, Crawford County, Illinois, have
al ready known the cost of aquifer contam nation
fromthese fractures intersecting with old oil
wel l's.

Virtually -- finally, the vertica
di stance of 400 feet is not adequate since the

connection with long-termvertical faults and
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fractures is a possibility. It only takes one
i nstance to cause a | ong-term danage between
aquifers. These are literally well heads
exploding with water. Revi sions needed.

Requi ring the pluggi ng of abandoned
oil wells or gas wells up to 4,000 feet
horizontally fromany well bore and regardl ess of
how deep or shallow the old oil or gas well is
reported to be.

Further investigation is needed to be
done to provide a neans of |ocating abandoned oi
and gas wells which are not registered in the
State of Illinois or into the decades |ong
history of oil drilling in these parts.

And just lastly, $50 for a fine? |
have $115 parking ticket. Sheesh.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Al'l right.
Thank you, sir. W need Joyce Bl unenshi ne.

Ckay, sir.

MR. FUGVAN. Good evening, gentlenen.
My nane is El ner Fugman, F-u-g-ma-n, and I'ma
proud native son of the Cty of Chicago,
[1linois, and by way of identifying nyself, | am

a progressive political activist, and two of the
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areas of ny concern recently have been the
mai nt enance of gay rights law -- rights and al so
fracki ng.

I'"'ma nenber of the sanme group -- they
call thensel ves sonething el se, but the nane |'m
goi ng by is the Chicagol and Coalition Agai nst
Fracki ng.

Now, the issues | was going to address
nmy di stingui shed degreed col | eague a coupl e
nmonments ago has already covered a |ot of the
things. | just wanted to nake a couple of
coments that may or nmay not have been di scussed.

The comment relates to volatile
organi ¢ conpound em ssions, and even though
Section 1-53 of the regulatory bill requires that
fracki ng operations be conducted in a nmanner that
will protect the public safety and health and
prevent pollution, there are currently al nost no
real provisions on howto reduce the highly toxic
vol ati |l e organi c conpound or VOC eni ssions that
are generated by the fracking process.

| want to call your attention to
sonet hi ng that has been touched upon, but | have

to comment on it, and that is the exenption --
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well, it's a corporate ploy to identify
unr easonabl e costs and -- because that just means
one thing: This noney is -- they want that noney

all to go into corporate coffers for the sake of
their wealth and gormandi zenment and not hi ng el se,
so nobody is fooled by the seem ngly pl ausible
conment that is |isted here.

And al so about the solution, the
Depart nent shoul d quantify the cost of various
ki nds of em ssions utilizing i ndependent -- not
st ooges, independent scientific studies on this
i ssue included in the qualifications should be
the health and environnental costs of em ssions
relative to the costs of capturing reducing
em ssi ons.

Thank you very nuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Thank vyou,

Next we're going to need M ke Ew ng.
W' Il cone back to M. Ew ng.

Thomas Grabal | ski. Hell o?

kay. Kelvin Ho. Kelvin?

Al'l right.

M5. BLUMENSHI NE:  Thank you very nuch.
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My nane is Joyce, J-o0-y-c-e, Blunenshine,
B-1-u-me-n-s-h-i-n-e. |I'ma volunteer with the
I1linois Chapter Sierra C ub

Thank you to the IDNR staff and the
hearing officer for listening to us tonight.

The Hydraulic Fracturing Regul atory
Act was really a regulatory floor and in no way
does it make high volunme hydraulic fracturing
safe. This was a bipartisan vote through the
| egi sl ature very clearly establishing the
regul ations.

Unfortunately, the rules devel oped to
better define that Act have not reflected the | aw
t hat was passed, and we see this as a grievous
error.

Until the regulations are strengthened
i n numerous ways, this will not provide the
m ni mum basel i ne protections that we nust have in
this state, and | don't nean it to sound trite
when | say water is life, but water is life, and
whet her or not you see climte change and
concerns for drought as major problens, in the
area where | live -- I"'mfromPeoria, a host

friends of mne are in Fulton County, they worry
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about their surface water resources and
groundwat er, and we have to worry about that for
future citizens, so | will just refer to a couple
of specifics within the proposed rul es and how
they don't agree with what the | aw was when it
was passed by bipartisan efforts in the

| egi sl ature.

For instance, for public notice the
| aw says that there is required a public process
for significant nodifications. That neans
noti ces, public comment, and public hearings can
be held. However, the proposed rules are greatly
| acking. They very nmuch narrow the types of
nodi fi cations that require public process.

In other words, it opens the doors for
fracking permt holders to skirt public
participation and for the IDNR to not hear from
| ocal citizens.

As a person who volunteered for Sierra
Club on mning permt issues | can tell fromny
years of experience this is a huge problem and
t he public cannot get the notices for change that
i npacts their property, their life, their health

and safety. There is no way for themto protect
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their basic rights in this state.

Anot her great concern is liability and
burden of proof, and that's been briefly referred
to before. The law says that it is presuned that
wat er pollution found within 1,500 feet of a
fracki ng operati on was caused by the fracking.

In other words, the unique thing about
the legislation was the industry, the frackers
have the burden of proof. It's on them and it
is assuned that they have caused the pollution.

Unfortunately, in the proposed rul es
as they are currently, and which is totally
unaccept abl e, the proposed rules have -- it
limts the presunption to a much smaller set of
i ndicator chemcals. [It's only about a hundred,
not the over 300 chem cals that could be causing
problenms. This is a grave deficit in the
pol lution rul es as proposed.

Another thing that's really critica
Is the emergency response and di sclosure in the
law it says that trade secret protected
i nformati on about chem cals should be given to
heal t h workers when necessary to treat a patient

I n enmergency and nonenergency situations.
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Currently the rules are totally
i nadequate. They say |IDNR has discretion. They
shoul d be contacted during business hours, no
prom se of any response.

This is totally inadequate for the
health and safety of citizens. W ask that these
rul es be sent back and revised to at |east neet
the m ninumthat the | aw says.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you.

Il wll try these people one nore tineg,
and they are going to go to the bottom of the
road. Thomas G aballski. GCkay, Thomas, You've
had two shot s.

M ke Ew ng.

MR EWNG Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VWELCH: All right.

MR HO M nane is Kelvin Ho, that's
K-e-l-v-i-n. M last nanme is Ho, Ho

Before | begin making ny coments
about the specificities of the rules, |I'd just
like to mention sort of how ridiculous this whole

process is.
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It's very clear that | DNR does not
have the tine nor the resources to actually
devel op rul es that can adequately protect the
health and safety of Illinois or the people or
t he environnment.

|'ve been reading these rules and

trying to draft out, like, all of the issues with
the rules, and, like, we're trying to generate
one issue a day, and, like, the list is already

over a hundred, and there's sinply not enough
time to have people provide all the conmment on
these rules and the issues in either -- both the
onli ne comment subm ssion process or the

heari ngs.

There's, |ike, 45 days, and, |ike, |
don't understand how people -- there's no nention
of any sort of independent experts or consulting
ot her agencies. W're reaching out to, I|ike,
professors in Colorado University, reaching out
to professors in Indiana University about issues
of radioactivity, about issues of, like, well
integrity in Cornell, and, |ike, none of these
scientific authorities or agencies are being

mentioned in these rul es.
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It seens pretty commonsensi cal that
you woul d consult independent experts around
t hese i ssues.

No mention of these. It would seemto
me that if you're going to begin a job as a
government bureaucrat to, like, actually protect
the safety of Illinois citizens and serve their
interests that you would take the time and spend
as nmuch research as you can to nake sure that
peopl e are being protected.

It's clear that this is not happening.
I don't understand why the comment process i s not
bei ng extended, why these agencies aren't being
ext ended.

The Il 1inois Energency Managenent
Authority is reaching out to us and telling us to
submt these comments to them because they
clearly aren't getting any information about the
radi oactivity problens of these rules, so, with
that, let's nove into the issue of radioactivity,
for exanple.

It's been shown, as peopl e have
mentioned, that Illinois -- nmuch of southern

Illinois the oil brine is 67 tinmes the maxi mum
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contam nation | evel of the EPA. That's five
pi cocuries per gram

At that level | think it's pretty safe
to assune that all of the produced water, if not
nost of it, is going to be radioactive, and if
there's already an Illinois rule on the
Radi oactivity Waste Managenent Act, if that act
exi sts, why there is no reference to that in the
rules, and why is there not, like, actually
tal ki ng about the worker safety standards that
cones w th managi ng radi oacti ve waste, the
transportation requirenents, or the disposa
requi renents. None of that is nmentioned in the
rul es.

Like in Chio right now there's al
sorts of | oopholes that allow people to, like --
all ow the conpanies to mx the radi oactivity
wastes with all sorts of other chemcals to
dilute it, and nowit's contam nating the
groundwater. There's actual radioactive brine in
peopl e's drinking water.

W just have to, like, |look to prove
for, like, all of the problens that come with

l'i ke, inept managenent of radi oactive wastes.
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Quite frankly, 1 think we should assune that,
like, all of the produced water is classified as
| ow | evel radioactive waste and put it upon
conpanies to show that it isn't.

If the average is 67 tines the maxi mum
| evel of the EPA, that would be the commopn sense
thing to do.

The other thing is, like, | nean, the
whol e i ssue of non-water fracturing is another
thing. Wthout, |ike, getting any sort of
scientific evidence for howto, |ike, cone up
with the |evel at which we judge high | evel
hydraulic fracturing for, like, mxed fracking
that includes both water and gas or foam or ones
that only use gas and foamit basically seens,
like, IDNRis sort of comng up with sone random
way of, like, equating liquid gallons with gas
gall ons and al |l owi ng conpanies to basically
conpl etely be exenpt fromthe regul ati ons
al t oget her.

This is a huge | oophole. Wy even
wite the rules if you're going to | eave a
| oophol e that is going to allow all of these

conpani es to add enough gas or foamto basically
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exenpt the regul ati ons al together?

That, to nme, shows that IDNR is not
doing its job, or | guess it's being paid off by
the oil and gas industry. There's so nany
probl ens.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Your tine is
up.

MR HO  Ckay. Thank you

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Let's see.

G anna Chacon.

Al right. M. Ewng.

MR EWNG MW nane is Mke Ewing. |
represent no one. |'mjust an independent
citizen of this area, born and raised here,
haven't been inported to give any speeches.

I had no intentions of speaking
toni ght, but after hearing a fewthings, | did
want to make sone comments.

One thing when I was a young nman
used to go with ny dad quail hunting down in
sout heastern Illinois, and the villages and the
cities and the towns down there were very active,
and they was bustling little conmunities. The

wi ndfall profits tax of the '70s anni hil ated
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southern I11linois.

| don't think that nost of the people
realize it. | don't think any of the politicians
i n Washi ngton that passed the | aw have any i dea
what they did toit. | don't think they care,
and | think the fracking and the deep well
hori zontal drilling we have another opportunity
to revitalize this area, and | think it would be
very foolish to pass this opportunity.

Now, at one tinme | was an

environnental i st, and that was before everybody

got silly with this. | nmean they've taken it to
a level that I think is -- | don't agree with
so, anyhow, that's all | have to say.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Ckay. Thank
you, M. Ew ng.

Joseph Knotts.

M5. CHACON. First, | want to thank
you guys for allowng ne to speak today. M nane
I's describe G anna Chacon. |'ma student at
Roosevel t University in Chicago.

COURT REPORTER: You're going to have
to spell your first and |last nane.

M5. CHACON: Gi-a-n-n-a, G h-a-c-o0-n.
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I"ma student at Roosevelt University in Chicago.
I"malso a nenber of the | RON Student Network,
and |'mhere for Fair Econony in Illinois. |'m
also a resident of Dixon, Illinois, whichis
about two and a half hours west of Chicago.

The reason |'m here today is grow ng
up in Dixon, Illinois, one of our prom nent
features in our part is the fact that we have two
great national parks. W're also about 45
m nutes to an hour fromthe Starved Rock Park
which is probably one of the greatest nationa
parks in Illinois mnus the Shawnee Nati ona
Forest.

So ny comrents will be on the
radi oactivity that occurs in fracking and how it
may affect the national parks' waters.

Unfortunately, Illinois shale rock has
sone of the highest |levels of uranium and in
Section 245.85 it only provides testing of
fracking fluids only once during the early
fl owback stage and only for naturally occurring
radioactivity in materials.

The proposed rules do not require the

testing of produced water which is a water
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produced fromthe well in conjunction with the
oil and natural gas. This is where radioactivity
is nost likely to show up, and it should be noted
that while these rul es have been pronpted to be
the strongest in the nation, the Pennsylvani a

| aws requires testing of produced water at two
separate intervals.

Once again, that is where the
radi oactivity is nost |likely to show up, so what
| recommend is that the produced water should be
at least tested twce to the standard of
Pennsyl vani a, but because the lawis limted to
one test, | recommend that the test occur greater
than every 21 days to obtain an accurate reading
on the radioactivity and test for naturally
occurring radioactivity material according to the
Il1linois Low Level Radioactivity Waste Managenent
Act .

In order to do this, that's the way we
can protect our national parks which is one of
your greatest resources here in Illinois.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,
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W' re going to need JoAnn Conr ad.

Al right, M. Knotts.

MR KNOTTS: H . M nane is Joseph
Knotts. That's K-n-o-t-t-s, and | wanted to
conment on the section about this -- of this
draft that the IDNR has put forth that
essentially it allows -- it requires the consent
of the nmunicipal government in order to allow
fracking within -- within the rnunicipal areas,
and | think that's great. | think it allows for
di ssent of the locals to say no to fracking if
t hey choose to.

The one problemthat | would like to
poi nt out, though, is that it is -- there is
not -- there is not the sanme provision anywhere
mentioned in the draft about the -- about the
county level, and that the -- and the problem
with that is that there's not predicted to be any
fracking to occur within a municipal area, and so
i f you're not under nunicipal government, then
you basically don't have the right to say no,
even though you're going to be nore likely to be
subject -- to be subject to fracking in or near

your community, and so | would |ike to advise
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that -- that the county | evel governnent woul d
al so be able to dissent to this.

And | also wanted to add to a | ot of
peopl e have been tal ki ng about the radiation as
well as the VOCs and all these things that are
causing -- that are known to cause cancer and
ot her diseases, and | just wanted to use that to
respond to any incentives that sone people seem
to have, and that if the IDNC mi ght have any
i ncentive to | oosen regul ati ons based on econom c
reasons. | would like to point out that a | arge
part of the state, especially where I'mfrom
which is Bloom ngton, Illinois, is highly
dependent on insurance for -- for -- for its
economc flows, and that in the long term at
| east, when these regulations that are too | oose
end up creating -- creating diseases that wll
af fect | arge nunbers of people in these states
that are covered by insurers that are
headquartered in this state, it's going to end up
bei ng very harnful to our econony, not to nention
harnful to our state deficit, so if that was --

I f you had any economc mnd to | oosen

regul ations, then | would advise you to
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reconsi der them
Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH. Thank you,

sir

W're going to need -- is it Ange
Sides? | can't read the witing. Gay,
Ms. Conrad.

M5. CONRAD: Hi. |'m JoAnn Conrad,

that's J-o0-A-n-n, no E, Conrad, C o-n-r-a-d.

I''mthe downstate organi zer for Frack
Free, and | want you all to know that you fol ks
fromaround here, this isn't your daddy's
fracking. M best friend is fromFlora, and I
don't want to see her die fromcancer that can be
caused by radi ation.

| visit Shawnee Forest. | don't want
to see it destroy that, and | resent the
inplication that I'mbeing inported. | live in
Springfield, and | had to drive really far,
because you didn't have hearings near nme, in the
fog and risked ny life, so we need to fix that.
We need nore hearings.

| testify before you as a guardi an of

Mot her Earth. | am a daughter, a nother, a
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sister, a wife, and a teacher. | earned a BA
fromlllinois State University in the area of

| egal studies. | hold a master's in education
fromthe University of Illinois.

| have advocated for stronger fracking

regul ations. |'ve read the rules and the
science. | was present when fracktivitsts from
around the country cane to Illinois to beg

politicians and the Sierra Club to wait for
heal th studies that were due out.

I would jokingly say we needed to wait
for the legislatures to actually read the science
we were providing as well as the rules
thensel ves. Sadly, a vote was taken, and the
science and the rules were unread, undi gested,
and rushed t hrough.

The |l egislators said they had no tine
to read either, because the boat had left the
dock, and then they got on even though the ship
I's destined to sink.

The aut hor and now f anous
envi ronnental i st Aldo Leopold held, "Athing is
right when it tends to preserve the integrity,

stability, and beauty of the biotic community.
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It is wong when it tends otherw se,” and instead
of doing right, the State of Illinois is doing
wong. |If the regulations were allowed by
Governor Quinn, the Madigans, and the IDNR to be
| eft 1 oose and non-specific, lives and |land w ||
be endanger ed.

Progressi ves know that short-termjobs
and long-termsuffering is wong. Union workers
know t hat fracking jobs are highly dangerous.
Conmmuni ti es have suffered, declined, and been

per manent |y abandoned, left to turn to a ghost

t own.

W're in a rush to take the quick way
on a road that will soon be torn apart, over a
river that wll soon be dead, and through the
woods that will soon be gone.

| refer now to the Chicago hearings.
There, when sunmari zing, no nention of radiation
was made. Radiation is a major concern. |If you
live here near Cinton, as | do, you worry about
radi ati on and earthquakes in a fault zone. There
are dangers.

In the public act there is a broad

mandate for the IDNRto act. Rules that protect
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the public health and the environnment, Section
175, high volune horizontal hydraulic fracturing
oper ati ons.

Section 175(A), general, 2, all phases
of hi gh volune horizontal hydraulic fracturing
operations shall be conducted in a nmanner that
shall not pose a significant risk to public
health, life, property, aquatic life, or
wildlife.

Section 183, order authority: The
Departnent nmay issue conditions wthin anywhere
to protect the public health or welfare of the
envi ronment .

The I DNR has not followed through with
their expressed responsibilities in the public
act 098-022 to protect the public health and
environnent as it relates to radioactivity
brought by fracking.

The IDNR has only allowed for the
testing of the fl owback water in the adjacent
ground and has not regulated the testing of the
produced water for radioactivity. This wll
certainly inpact on the health of the public and

the workers and on the ground frack fields.
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Thank you. | hope you'll do the right
t hi ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you.

W need Dan -- is it Ni ebrugge?

Ma' am your turn.

M5. SIDES: M nane is Angel Sides.
That's A-n-g-e-1, |ike angel in heaven; Sides,

l'i ke two sides of a coin.

| do a commentary on Access 4, and |
brought a copy of ny -- that |I've done on
fracking, if anyone here wants it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Put it in the
box when you're done there, if you woul d.

M5. SIDES: GCkay. Sure. | can read
this as well.

I, too, don't want to devel op cancer
or have children in Illinois being born with
autismor another birth defects. |, too, do not
want damage to deval ue property from earthquakes
and unusabl e water.

One thing a fellow activist that |
know brought up is Springfield sits on coal mnes
that were dug out years ago, and there may be

sonet hi ng that woul d happen with that where we
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woul d end up |li ke the community of Bayou Corne or
somet hi ng worse, a si nkhol e.

| think all citizens in Illinois would
be here if our nedia wasn't so corrupted, our
nedi a sponsored by corporations, such as the oi
i ndustry. | think the truth is only on
i ndependent nedia, such as Free Speech TV and
Link TV. Cabl e does not cover these stations.
have a problemw th that. They're only on
satellite TV, and they live stream online.

A obal warmng is not a hoax.
Scientists have reported in July of 2013, and
these are facts |I've gotten from i ndependent
media, the arctic ice sheet that keeps the carbon
stable, the arctic ice sheet that keeps the
carbon stable | ost 41,000 square mles every
single day and kil oneter-w de colums of nethane
gas were bubbling up fromthe ocean fl oor.

James Hansen fromthe NASA Goddard
Institute was quoted in the New York Tinmes as
saying if this dirty oil is refined, it wll be,
guote, end game, unquote, for the planet.

Dr. M chael Benton, Professor of

Pal eont ol ogy at Bristol University and others



© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N BP O © O N O O M W N B O

71

have used the termfor the carbon increase in our
at nosphere as, quote, the sixth mass extinction,
unquot e.

And Peter Ward, Professor of
Geophysics at the University of Wshi ngton,
refers to global warm ng in the context of
agriculture disruption as a, quote, civilization
ti ppi ng event, unquote.

And when interviewed on the Thom
Hart man Show he said, "W have in the [onger term
mass extinction and in the shorter term human
popul ation extinction."

It doesn't matter how safe the wells
are or how safe the oil is transported, it is the
refining of the oil that is going to kill wus.
These are scientists. This is science. This is
i ndependent nedi a.

In 1893 Rudol f Diesel invented an
i nvention that ran on peanut oil. After he died,
nmysteriously his invention was discredited, and
the public was told his engine only ran on
pet rol eum

In 1970 Tom Ogl e of El Paso invented a

vapor engine that got a hundred m | es per gallon.
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After he died, nysteriously his engine
di sappeared, and his inventory was discredited --
or his invention was discredited.

It's obvious years ago we had the
technol ogy for clean air and a healthy planet and
that these inventors were obviously whacked.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  You' ve got

about 15 seconds.

M5. SIDES: |If the fines -- if the
fines Illinois inposes on the oil industry are
| ess than the profits oil industry makes, it wll
have -- it wll still have toxic air and water.
The oil industry has a track record of
eating the costs of fines. |If the devil knocks

on your door, you slamit in the devil's face.
You don't invite himin to negotiate.

I, obviously, think we should have a
nmoratoriumon fracking. Because of citizens
united our politicians are dependent on
corporations for their canpaigning. CQur
governnent is being ran by the nob, and greed is
destroyi ng our planet and our health.

Because of this, my gut feeling is

nothing will come of this hearing, and what |
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came here to say is Bill MKibben is right. It's
time to engage in a mlitant type of civil
di sobedi ence and put our bodi es between the
machi nes ready to frack our states and the whores
willing and ready to operate that nmachinery.

If we do not take the attitude, fire
me, inprison ne, kill ne. W are already dead.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: Thank you.

D d Thomas G abal I ski ever show up?

Ckay. Three strikes, and he's out.

Is he here? Cone on down here. \Were
have you been?

Ckay, sir.

DR NIEBRUGGE: M nane is Dan
Ni ebrugge. |'ma pediatric oncologist. M day
to day job is taking care of kids wth cancer.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Coul d you
spell your | ast nane?

DR NIEBRUGGE: Ni-e-b-r-u-g-g-e.

I"d like to voice ny concern about
fracki ng not because | know that this causes
pedi atric cancer. | don't know what causes

pedi atric cancer, but I'mquite concerned about
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the Hal i burton | oophole allows chenicals to be
used that we know not hing about, and they don't
have to rel ease them when they do fracking.

And sonet hi ng causes pediatric cancer.
| don't know what it is, but I"'mreally afraid
about these chemi cals being released into the
ground, and we don't have any control, and we
don't even know what they are, so until we have
nore studies to know what this is, I'mreally
gquite concerned about this regul ation.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,

Mary Swanson. Ckay, sir. Can you
spell your | ast nane, please?

MR, GRABALLSKI: Yes.
Gr-a-b-a-1-l1-s-k-i.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VWELCH: Thonas is your
first nane?

MR GRABALLSKI: Correct.

| believe that there should be an
addition to the regulations for operations to
cease work during hours when the sun is not up.

OQperations produce |ight and noi se pollution.
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This pollution will affect humans and wildlife
whil e they sl eep.

Al so, there's a lack of regulation for
operations to adhere to the C ean and Water
Act -- Clean Air and Water Act, sorry, and | also
woul d |i ke there to be nore public hearings and
public hearings in the counties where these
operati ons woul d be | ocat ed.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Al l right.
Thank you, sir.

Is Mary Swanson here? And then we're
going to have Vito Mastrangelo. |1've seen these
peopl e before. Vito, are you still here?

Ckay, mm'am

M5. SWANSON: The first thing that
really want to say is -- I'msorry, Mary Swanson
S-wa-n-s-o0-n.

The first thing | would like to say is
| don't think there is any such thing as safe
fracking. It's not safe for the environnment.
It's not safe for the workers.

| -- also, | have worked in the

medi cal profession. |'ve spent tinme in an
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energency room You can't wait until Mnday to
find out what you're treating your patient for.
It just isn't going to work, because who knows?
They m ght be dead by Monday.

W don't know what these chenicals
are, and | don't even know how they can train
their workers on safety, you know, OSHA training

if they don't even know what it is that they're

bei ng exposed to, and, again, | think that
doctors -- doctors need to be -- if this is going
to be done, which, again, | think it's areally

bad idea, but if the doctor is going to treat
sonebody who has been chem cally exposed, he
needs to know right now, he needs to know ri ght
now what chemicals it is, and there needs also to
be avail able sone sort of -- because everybody
can't be an expert on everything. They need to
have avail abl e instructions on what this chem ca
can do to people and what kinds of things can
aneliorate those problens, so that's one thing
I'd like to tal k about.

Anot her thing that | would like to
address is -- has been brought up a couple of

times the fact that counties are not really
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considered an entity as far as being able to have
any kind of control over things. As people have
said before, they're not |looking to frack in the
m ddl e of Carbondal e or Effingham or Chi cago.
They're looking to frack out in the m ddl e of
nature, you know, where we'd like to do other
things, actually, and so | believe that the
counties and townshi ps, or whatever kinds of
entities that we have, should be able to have
sone input into this as well.

And, finally, the interested persons,
the 1,500, whatever feet fromthis or that, coa
m nes have to go way further than that when they
are telling people what's going on. | know I
live probably five mles froma proposed coal
m ne, and we all got notices about this coa
mne. They're going to be doing this blasting
and bl ah, bl ah, blah, and you need to go out, and
you need to docunent your -- take pictures of
your foundation, not that they're going to cone
and do that, mnd you, but I have to do that,
which is pretty cheap.

It's not cheap to go and have your

water tested. |It's very expensive. | should not
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have to do that, and | understand that people who
have done that the industry said, oh, that's a
bad test. Qur test didn't say the sanme thing, so
| think it's very inportant that pretesting of
resources, rivers, wells, aquifers is done and is
done at the expense of the industry and not of

t he | andowner.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you.

M5. SWANSON: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Jessi ca
F-u-j-a-n.

Spell your last nane. Okay, sir.

MR. MASTRANGELO Vito, Mastrangel o
Ma-s-t-r-a-n-g-e-1-o.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak
again. | saw you at Rend Lake Col | ege and want ed
to suppl enent what | said there.

Also, | wanted to give a persona
anecdote, but first | wanted to say that | stand
here in support of the people who have traveled a
great distance and expense to be here. It shows
a lot of courage to speak out against industry
and what they plan to do, and, you know, so far

it's fallen on deaf ears, and we're kind of
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hoping that you're a little nore -- take our
concerns into a little nore consideration.

Il live -- I"man attorney. | live in
Jefferson County, rural Jefferson County. | have
an oil well just across the road fromny own
property. | own -- ny wife and I own 51 percent
of the mneral rights, and | was told at the tine
t hat we bought our |and that we would be able to
stop drilling on our |and.

Now, that m ght apply to vertica
drilling, but now I'm concerned that horizontal
drilling would be allowed to go underneath ny
| and wi thout ny consent, and | urge you to | ook
at the definitions in your draft rules to nmake
sure that | retain nmy rights to ny subsurface, so
that's why |'ve been followi ng the fracking rules
especially, because | have a well that close to
me.

VWhat | wanted to say that the people
here who are speaki ng out against fracking don't
do so out of profit notives. Unlike industry,
they're not init for the noney, but the people
here are speaki ng about environnmental issues and

public health issues. They are concerned about
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people's health. They're concerned about their
property val ues, so please take that into account
al so when you rewite these rules, as | expect
you will.

My suppl enent to the testinony | gave
at Rend Lake College is about noise and |ight
pol lution, specifically light pollution. | have
this map here of the night sky of the United
States, and I'll show this around to you in just
a mnute, but there is an area in the great
pl ai ns where there are no big cities and yet
there is an area of lights that is as |arge as
Atl anta, perhaps not as dense but yet as | arge,
and that is the Bakken oil fields.

Now, | raised this issue for two
reasons: One is to show that there are |ight
pol lution issues, and if you can i magi ne the
wells in every one of these |ights, you can
I magi ne the noise pollution, but, also, because
It shows the scope and the nmagnitude of the
fracking i ndustry.

If they find oil and fracking works in
southern Illinois, we're not tal king about a few

wells. We're tal king about sonething that | ooks
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like a large city, and so, again, 1'd like to ask
you to take that into consideration when you're
rewiting the rules.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH.  All right.
Thank you, sir.

Jessi ca has been at every one of our
neetings, so we're friends here.

M5. FUJAN: |'m an enthusi ast.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Georgi a,
maybe, de |a Garza.

Ckay. Now.

M5. FUJAN. My nane is Jessica Fujan.
Last nane is F-u-j-a-n. I'mthe Illinois
organi zer for Food and Water Watch.

| wanted to tal k toni ght about
vol ati |l e organi c conpounds. So, unfortunately,
Il1linois has given the fracking industry a free
license to use open air pits holding toxic
wastes. |In Sections 245.210(A) 11, 245.510, and
Section 245.830 all of these would allow the oi
and gas industry to use open air pits.

Vol ati |l e organi c conpounds in the
I ndustry's waste waft off of these pits, and it

is believed to be the reason that many peopl e
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living and breathing their waste pits are
experiencing severe health problens.

Fracking fl owback is the waste fluid
that flows up the surface imediately after
fracking. It is a nulti-phase fluid nmeaning it's
a mx of liquid and gas, and it is chocked ful
of sand and ot her earthen bits.

The makeup of the gaseous portion of
fl owback is not very well characterized. The
anounts of the different volatile organic
conpounds and ot her hydrocarbon gasses in
fl owback vary by region, so this is sonething
that we won't know about until it's happening to
us and causi ng us uni que problens here in
[I1inois.

O course, many of these gasses are
harnful, particularly BTEX conpounds, which are
benzene, tol uene, ethyl benzene, and xyl ene.
These gasses waft off open air waste pits and
into our comunities and are unfortunately
breat hed by the peopl e nearby.

The liquid version of the flowback is
a mx of used fracking fluids and so-call ed

formation water, or brine, that has | ong been
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trapped deep underground and whi ch has been ful
of numerous harnful nmetals and other chem cals.

O course, the spent fracking fluid
liquid typically contains harnful chenicals as
wel | as those protected, which chenicals are
unknown, and for the reasons that have been
stated by previous conmentators, it's very
i nportant that we know these things.
Unfortunately, at this point we don't.

These liquid wastes can spill over the
l'iners and contam nate | and and wat er sheds at
drilling sites, so an open air waste pit is an
al nost guaranteed failure on a nunber of health
accounts.

No one understands this threat better
than the residents of an area northeast of
Denver and Boul der that was recently hit hard by
the flooding in Septenber. Wl d County,

Col orado, has nearly 18,000 active fracking wells
and is also a main drilling center and a state
that is increasingly reliant on hydraulic
fracturing for energy production.

A search of Colorado oil and gas

I nformati on systens show that the state recorded
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nearly 20 spill incidents in Septenber even
bef ore the fl oodi ng began.

It is still unknown the full effect
that the flooding and the spreadi ng of these
toxic chemcals fromthe pits has had in
Col orado. This is sonmething that's highly
di sput ed because, of course, the industry would
like to say that it has nothing to do with the
chemicals that are now strewn all over the
surface of Colorado, and this is a problemthat
iIs going to require basically the state to fight
private conpanies to take responsibility for
toxi c wastes that was noved by fl ood waters.

It was brought up in a nunber of
statenents in previous hearings that nmuch of the
fracking that is slated to begin in Illinois wll
happen on a hundred year flood plain. This is a
serious concern, not just for people who live
directly adjacent to a fracking well site but
peopl e who |ive anywhere within the flood plain
who hope to keep BTEX which is, again, benzene,

t ol uene, ethyl benzene, and xylene off of their
| awns and out of their |ungs.

A nunber of the spill incidents that
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took place in Col orado have been in Wl d County
and i nvol ved hydrocarbons and benzene, and the
Aneri can Cancer Society has |isted both of these
as carci nogens.

This is not sonmething we want in
II'linois. W should avoid these problens and ban
the use of waste pits in the state. Doing so
woul d allow us to mitigate the risks associ at ed
wi th environnmental contam nation due to fracking.

However, to renove this risk entirely
and protect Illinois's natural resources, which
|"mpretty sure is your job, we should consider
disallowing all permts until fracking has been
proven safe and risk free.

Thank you very nuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  Ckay.

Ma' am spell your nanme, please.

M5. DE LA GARZA: Yes. M nane is
Ceorgia, like the state, and d-e space |-a space,
capital Ga-r-z-a.

And | want to thank all of you for
taking the tinme away fromyour famlies being
here on this very vital issue that we have facing

us.
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W have been encouraged to comment on
sections of the regulatory act on HVHF. As a
group of concerned citizens from sout hern
I1linois, the Shawnee Hills Hollers, we reject
the regulatory bill as we reject fracking.

|"ve read the bill |like | hope many
others in here have several tinmes, and | can't
hel p but focus on one word that |'ve seen in that
bill: frivol ous.

I think you will go through the bill,
and | think that you guys probably cane up with
that word as it was bei ng conposed, and that
|l eads ne to the | PA and | RONs and then agreed by
Sierra, the dirty dozen, which | think at this
time we really should call it the naughty |ist.

So I'd say Section 245.850 only
provides for testing of fracking fluids only once
during the early flowback stage and only for
naturally occurring radio materials, and that's
frivolous, frivol ous.

kay. Let's go with fracking and
earthquakes. The INDR [sic] rules have created a
dangerous and i nadequat e warni ng shutdown system

for injection wells tied to seismc events and
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have gi ven conpani es no reason to actually abide
by this warning systemother than small fines.
That's frivol ous.

Revoking permts if the wells aren't
built to specification. Section 170 in the bill
standards set by the American Petrol eum
Institute, API, the rules create absolutely no
i ncentive for conpanies to neet these standards.
Section 245.1100, that's frivol ous.

Weak fines for adm nistrative and
operating violations: |'mjust going to say $50
fines? That's frivol ous.

Level control: Section 245.210
requires that fracking permts include docunents
certifying consent for fracking operations to
accord for all authorities affiliated with the
particular city, village, or incorporated town
where the well site is supposed to be |ocated and
that no permt be issued otherw se.

Thi s section denonstrates bl atant
di sregard for the realities of the geography of
our southern Illinois and fracking in our
southern Illinois. That's frivol ous.

Wast ewat er storage: The rules drafted
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huge | oophol e that all ows fracking conpanies to
store this highly toxic wastewater until seven
days after the conpletion of fracking. That's
frivol ous.

|'ve been in the nedia for about 30
years. M husband was a journalist. W travele
the world. W fought a |lot of environnental

i ssues.

88
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One of the things that stick out to ne

the nost that | feel this comng is work in the
DR Congo with Haliburton has been fracking there
since the '"90s. Ninety percent of the rura
popul ati on of the DR Congo cannot drink their
water. | see that com ng here.

We stopped spraying in Colunbia of
toxins that were stored here that we quit
spraying and using in the United States and took
theminto Colunbia and sprayed themthere. This
is frivolous. This is frivolous, and |'m goi ng
to go on.

["mout of tine, but just taking the
12 and not all of the sections that you have in

here, and you can sit down and tear down every
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one of these sections, that's frivol ous.

You guys have a | ot of work ahead of
you. One of the things that we'd like to do is
for you just to stop this work and join us in
banni ng fracking.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VWELCH: W' ve got 20
m nut es.

Does anybody want to come up here who
hasn't signed a card or anything saying they want
to speak?

Conme on up here, sir. Tell us your
name. Spell your |ast nane, if you woul d,
pl ease.

MR PCELKER |'m Brian Poel ker,

Ef fi ngham P-o0-e-I-k-e-r.

|"ve already got ny card in there.
Just a couple of things. | read over -- just a
coupl e of points to nake.

It seens |like we're talking -- a | ot
of people nentioned fines. On page 127 it says
the Departnent may assess a penalty for
adm ni strative violations, and |I underlined the

word may there, because there's a real
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possibility that no fine may be assessed as snal
as it may be.

| do have a concern about the
eart hquake problens in southern Illinois with the
fault lines. It seens like if there's a 925
fault or earthquake and there's a fracking
operation within six mles of that thing, that's
a serious problem and it shouldn't be left up to
the operators to deci de whether to continue the
operati ons or not.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,
sir. Didyou want to nake a comment, sir? Cone
on down.

MR. STEFFEN. Hell o and good eveni ng.
My nane is Matthew Steffen, Ma-t-t-h-e-w. Last
nanme is spelled S-t-e-f-f-e-n, and I would al so
like to echo comments nade earlier this evening
regarding the treatnment of radioactive wastes.

That is an inevitable synptom of
hydraulic fracturing. | believe it's Section
245.850, and | think that this waste should be
treated as |ow | evel radioactive waste, and it's

very inportant that that type of waste receives
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the proper treatnment, and it isn't treated as
just regular water waste froma fracking
operation, so that's ny request and thank you for
havi ng us.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH.  All right.
Thank you, sir.

Anybody el se? W have a few m nutes
left. If not --

UNKNOWN VO CE:  Can | make an
addi ti onal coment ?

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: Wl |, we've
got 20 m nutes. Wiy don't you cone up here?

M5. BAKER:  Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH:  What's your
name?

M5. BAKER: G rwana Baker,
Gi-r-wa-n-a, Baker, B-a-k-e-r.

Li stening to people's comments, we've
heard -- all the catastrophes and all the bad
things that will happen due to fracking, we know
this.

To me, it just seens very inportant to
see that you guys are just |ike us even though

that we have this board of six people or we're
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here in this room asking for you guys to pl ease,
pl ease stop fracking, you're just like us. Do
you know what |'m saying? Like wthout the

suits, without the board, we're in this together

This is our world. It's not just us here in this
room It's our world, and | feel like it's very
i mportant for us to -- well, | feel like it's

very inportant for you guys in a position to --
where you can hurt or affect people's lives that
you can take that initiative and change the
wor | d.

Il mean if | was in your position, |
woul d want to change the world as nmuch as
possible, and you're in the position to do just
that, and | can't say that being in your position
Is easy, listening to people with thousands of
coments is easy, going to hearings is easy.

|"mnot saying that it's easy, and |
know that it's hard, but you chose the job, you
know what |'msaying, and | respect it alittle
bit for you even taking on the responsibility to
listen to us.

In other words, | want to say just

truly take into consideration how fracking is
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really going to affect people's lives seriously.
You have that power. Use that power.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,
Ms. Baker, for recognizing that we're human, and
we have families, and this affects us too. W
all know that. | nean we're not com ng up here
and rubber stanping things. W're humans t oo,
and we have famlies, and we're not here just,
you know, just to sit here and listen |ike potted
pl ants. These gentlenen are taking into account
what is being said here.

M5. CONRAD: Hi. JoAnn Conrad again.

H. | don't want to end on such a
happy note. | want to point out that countries
around the world have banned fracking, at |east
seven: France, Germany, Geat Brittain. W're

| ooki ng at Vernont just banned fracking. A |ot

of counties right here in Illinois want to ban
fracking, but the regulatory bill didn't allow
for that.

You guys, you have the power. You can
interpret these rules, and you can tighten them

up, and if you don't do it, there's going to be
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pushed through. | heard a runor, and we're not
here to tal k about runors, but how can sonebody
that |eases their land to Haliburton or sone

ot her oil conpany be a sponsor on a regul atory
bill? | hope that didn't happen, and | hope you
guys do the right thing.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,
m'am Now, we'll want to hear our comments
concerning the rules or proposed rules. Al
right.

MR. CARMAN- SWEENEY: All right. M
name i s Erin Car man- Sweeney,
CGa-r-ma-n-S-we-e-n-e-y.

Earlier | had nentioned that this
heari ng process has kind of been an insult to
denocracy, and | wanted to expand upon that,
because nobody is here to nmake that accusation
and not expl ai n why.

So the last hearing itself at Rend
Lake | heard these people nention radioactivity
dozen or nore tines, and whenever you went
t hrough your checklist at the end of the night,

you didn't nention it. You didn't nention that

94

a
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as one of the concerns, so | really hope that
toni ght you do, because, once again, many, many
peopl e have nentioned it.

UNKNOWN VO CE:  That happened in
Chi cago too.

MR. CARVANF SWEENEY: Yes, | wasn't in
Chi cago. You need to extend the conment period.
We need nore local controls so that people can
actually have a say in this, because,
realistically, | feel like I'"'ma privileged
person to be able to cone and speak here, and not
everyone has the tine, and the fact that we don't
have | ocal control and people can't go to speak
to their local politicians and say, hey, we don't
want fracking here or, hey, we do really want
fracki ng here, whatever, if people can't actually
reach out to the |l egislators and have an i npact
on themand they're not listening, then we really
don't have a denocracy.

| think that's why sone people are
calling for a revol ution, because we're not being
properly represented, and I think it's tinme that
our elected officials start representing us, if

they want to, you know, still have a state
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gover nnment .

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH:  Thanks. Wit
a mnute. Wit a mnute. |Is there anybody who
wants to speak who has not spoken?

kay. Sir, cone on up

MR. OLIVER Thank you. M nane is
Chris, Gh-r-i-s, last nanme is diver,
Ol-i-v-e-r. |I'ma resident and taxpayer in
Car bondal e, Illinois.

| have just noved here probably seven

years ago, and |'ve conpleted two undergraduate

degrees. |I'mworking on ny graduate degree in
Carbondal e, so you guys will probably see ne
again on Thursday. It will be nice to see your
smling faces. Hopefully, you'll be smling.

| do appreciate the tinme that you have
given us, especially this tinme of year it being
t he holiday season and you want to be with your
famly just as nuch as | would like to be with ny
famly. | have not finished reading through al
the rules, and that's why I did not want to
comment today, but | felt that | should stil

tal k about what's on ny mnd, and that is the
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list of ingredients, I'mcalling it.

How can you have a conpany put stuff
in the earth and not tell us what it is? The FDA
makes it regulatory that we know what we're
consunmi ng, and every food product has a |ist of
i ngredi ents.

I"'mnot asking you to put in this bil

what percentages of these chemicals they're

putting in the ground. |'mjust asking you what
are they? Just give us a nane. It will help --
thank you, it will help -- it will definitely

hel p those who are in energency room situations.

|'ve had to deal with that nyself when
consum ng sonet hi ng, and then the doctor says,
"What did you consune?"

My dog has gotten sick, and |'ve told
the vet what ny dog ate, but if |I get sick from
this water and they don't know what's in it, how
can they help ne or how can | help ny son or
daughters? | may choose southern Illinois to be
nmy honmet own.

I'mnot for sure what the future is
for me, but if it is here, | would Ilike it to be

sonmewhere that's safe for them and I'd like to
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know what's being put into ny water.

That's all | ask, just a full list of
ingredients, and | think it's something that the
six of you can wite up legislation for that.

Thank you very nmuch for ny tine.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: Thank you,

Anybody el se who has not spoken who
may want to make a comment, suggesti on,
statenent? There's a gentleman right back there.
Conme on up, sir, you in the sweater. D dn't you
want to nake a statenent? Yes, you. Cone on
down.

I know you' ve spoken before, but we
can't let the front row take over.

MR FUGVAN: Yes, it is true that |'ve
spoken before. M nane is still El nmer Fugman,
F-u-g-ma-n, as it was before, and | just want to
make the follow ng promse to the constituents of
the State of Illinois. | intend to bonbard ny
state representative and state senator to the
effect that they repeal the |law that all ows
fracki ng.

That's ny statenent.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,
sir. I'mgoing to call M. Ho. He's been
bounci ng up and down in here.

MS. TRIPP: Tabitha, Tripp,
T-a-b-i-t-h-a, T-r-i-p-p, and | respectfully
request that you extend the comment peri od,

because sinply I'mgoing to nmiss out on ny

daughter's Christmas play and ny son's Chri st mas

per formance, holiday performance to go to

hearings to stand up for people in lllinois to

tell you that these rules are hideous.

They' ve got huge holes in them so |
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respectfully request that you extend this comment

peri od past the holiday season so we can actually

spend tine with our famlies.
Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,

MR HO Al right. M nane is
Kelvin, K-e-l-v-i-n, last nane is Ho, Ho.
So | could actually speak here for

hours and probably --

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: No, we can't.

MR HO So | can probably fill ny
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time just by listing out the chem cals that
aren't included in the water testing standards
that were actually nandated by the Act.

Currently the water testing only
mandat es that a coupl e indicator chem cals be
tested in the water testing whereas in the Act
there are a list of alnbst a hundred different
chemi cals that ought to be tested that are the
actual cause of the water pollution, so | can
start listing themnow Let's see, antinonium
beryllium cobalt, copper, cyanide, fluoride --

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Sl ow down. Do
you really want to read all those?

MR. HO  There's over a hundred of
them | think that's a good indication of why we
need nore public hearings and extending the
comment process, because there's sinply way too
many things to tal k about in these rules.

|'"ve got a 50 pager here are all the
things that are wong with the rules, and, |ike,
there's not enough tine to tal k about all of
these. Like, the chemcals alone will probably
take, like, 15 or 20 mnutes to read off.

It's conpletely ridicul ous.



© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
AN W N B O © ®® N O O M W N B O

101

"1l tal k about a couple of other
changes in terns of water pollution.

In Section 245.620(B)2 the word "t he"
bef ore baseline water quality status should be
stricken to nade clear that any baseline water
qual ity data, not just the data coll ected
pursuant to the Act's requirenment may trigger the
junps in the water pollution.

In Section 245.620(B)4 this section
shoul d be anended to mrror subparagraph (B)2 to
state that water quality data obtained up to 30
nmont hs after commencenent of hydraulic fracking
operati ons shows that pollution or dimnution of
wat er quality has occurred with respect to one or
nore paraneters set forth in the relative section
in the EPA regul ations referenced in the Act
245. 610(E) .

245.620(C)4, this section is
conpletely superfluous. |It's confusing for the
reasons specified. |If the water quality data
does not show pol lution or dimnution, then
there's no presunption to rebut.

The rel evant concepts fromthe statute

that should be reflected here and is not is from
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Section 1-85(C) 3 specifies a presunption can be
rebutted if it can be affirmatively established
that the pollution or dimnution had an i npact
and the probabl e cause other than hydraulic
fracturing operations.

Sonet hi ng el se that wasn't nentioned
today was that currently -- or probably was
nmentioned in previous hearings is water testing
right nowis done only 1,500 feet within the well
site. The horizontal bores of these wells extend
for mles on end, and that has an equal chance of
causi ng water pollution.

Wiy is there no water testing around
these horizontal wells? 1,500 feet is way too
short. Qher states have up to one to three
mles within this radius.

There should be a radius around every
singl e point along those horizontal bores -- a
1,500 feet radius or nore should be tested for
wat er pollution just |ike anyone within that
radi us should also be able to testify at hearings
around these issues.

There's sinply way too nmany issues to

mention in these cooments. | mean | can go on
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about, like, well integrity standards there's no
mention of.

| nmean. Let ne see. Just way too
much. Surface casing requirenents, Section
245.530(A), the requirenent that surface casing
be set to a depth prior to the encountering of
any hydrocarbon bearing zones --

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Sl ow down.

MR HO -- it shall require that if
such zones are encountered, drilling nmust stop
and surface casing nust be set or cenented before
drilling deeper.

These regul ati ons should further
require that all such zones be reported to the
Depart nent .

Bore hole circul ation, Section
245.530(D) --

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Ten seconds.

MR. HO  The Departnent shall require
that the applicant circulate at | east tw whol e
volunes of drilling fluid to ensure that the wel
is static and all gas fluids are killed.

There's a whole list of these

standards that need to be specified in the rules
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in which there's no nention of. Like -- that's
going to take pages and hours of, like, conments
to actually specify all these standards, and
there's no tine to do this. W have 45 days.

How are we expected to provide all of
t hese conments? W need way nore tine.
Honestly, this should not be the public's
responsibility. Before these rules are rel eased,
all of this should have been done.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: Ckay.

MR. HO  Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH:  One nor e,
and -- wait a mnute. | didn't call you.
Sonebody who has not had a chance to nake a
coment, this is your |ast chance. Sonebody that
has not nmade a comment and wants to nmake a
conment .

Conme on up here. Al right. M am
you only have three mnutes, and that's it.

MS. DE LA GARZA: Ceorgia, d-e |l-a
Ga-r-z-a.

One thing that | haven't heard in the
| ast coupl e of hearings | ooking over there in the

corner and reading sone of his witing | do want
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to bring up, especially in this conmunity, | had
several people approach nme saying |'m
pro-fracking, although I don't know much about
it.

That is one thing that we haven't had
an issue on are how are conmunities like this and
smal | communities in southern Illinois, who is
going to be funding the wonen centers for the
donestic violence that's on the rise: The sexua
assault, the HV, the STDs, all these soci al

i ssues that are rising fromthese areas of

fracki ng.

We have to do sonething about that.
You're going to have to include this, | think, in
your regulation act. | do. | think it's vital.

| think it's inportant.

You can't just support these oil and
gas conpani es and have them pull out and | eave
and | eave these comunities wth these issues.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH:  Thank you,
ma'am One m nute.

MR. AMLIN. Al right. Thank you.

It's Dillon Amlin, Aml-i-n, and I just want to
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poi nt out again that there were three hundred
peopl e in Chicago who were unable to speak at the
| ast hearing, and | denmand anot her hearing in
Chi cago.

| al so demand an extension of the
comment process for the reason that Kelvin
nment i oned.

| think -- |, again, just really want
to enphasize that | represent a | ot of students
in Chicago. This comment period, which is
incredibly short, even if it weren't during the
hol i day season, we have so many students who are
not at school who are either in finals, | know
that there are people here fromU C who have
finals, and there woul d have been way nore of
them here if they weren't doing that work.

| failed a class this senester because
I was doing this work, and | think if you all are
trying to really protect the citizens of Illinois
that you woul d extend this process and give us
nore tine.

Again, like Kelvin said, there's not
enough tine to list out these basic rules, but we

have this dirty dozen which is just, again, a
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non-extensive list of major holes in this
regul ati on that need to be addressed.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you,
sir. Cone on up here. After this gentleman, we
are done. W are done.

MR BIGARD: M nane is Joe Bigard

HEARI NG OFFI CER VELCH: How do you
spell your nane, sir?

MR BIGARD: B-i-g-a-r-d.

' m kind of hoarse, so bear with ne.
|"ve been in the oil business since 1975. |[|'ve
never had a job since high school except |'ve
wor ked for nyself. | started business from
scratch, started the oil business from scratch,
drilled wells.

| own a manufacturing business in the
oil field, and | feel |like that people are
failing to realize that Illinois is nade up of
smal | business not just big oil conpanies.

It's not all big oil conpanies.
There's a | ot of nom and pop operations that are
trying to survive, and the regulations right now
are so burdensone I"'mready to sell out and quit.

I"mquitting because the regul ations are too
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stringent for little guys.

They put a burden on the -- the oi
and gas industry has got such a burden from
regul atory agencies that we can't hardly operate,
and |'mselling out, because I"'mtired of the
regul ati ons.

Every year we get notices you' ve got
ten days to respond, 30 days to respond. It's
not enough tine for little guys. W just can't
hack it. You're going to see |little guys fold up
and quit, and that happens.

Al you're going to have is big

conpanies, and I'mone of the little guys. |I'm
tired. I'maquitting. |It's over.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER WELCH: Thank you

well, all right. | want to thank you
all for comng. Like | said, these gentlenman are
going to go over their notes here and cone up
with an idea of what the comments nostly were
about .

| want to thank you for com ng. Qur

next neeting is tonorrow night in Decatur, and
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then we have one in Carbondale, ny alm mater, so
you all have a good Christmas, and if you want to
hang around and wait for these gentlenman, that's
fine too.

Al'l right. Thank you.

(At this point a short recess was

t aken.)

MR. COHEN. For the comments that we
received tonight related to the adm nistrative
rules, sort of in sumary the ones, the top sort
of that we grouped together the ones that we
heard nost frequently tonight related to
radi oactivity, enforcenent, mainly that the fines
in the adm nistrative rules were too small, water
pol l ution, open pits, and chem cal disclosure, so
that when we go back, these are the
adm nistrative rules that we will be review ng
agai n based on the public coments we received
t oni ght .

Hopefully for those of you who have
left, you left us your comments in boxes, and
there is still plenty of tinme to submt your
witten comments to us online or by mail, and we

hope to receive those by January 3rd.
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Thank you very nuch. W appreciate
the conments we received tonight. Thank you.

(Hearing is concluded at 8:39 p.m)
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