
 

 

Sometimes acclaimed the “University of Trees,” Beall Woods is more than a collection of super-sized 

deciduous trees. It is a living forest community – a natural ecological system containing a variety of native plant 

and animal life.  

Quiet hikers may notice the undulating flight of the pileated woodpecker, leaves rustling from Fowler’s toads 

hopping about, the quick flash of skinks running in and out of decaying logs, and deer staring back intensely as 

they try to remain unseen.  

During spring, wildflowers carpet the forest floor.  Blooms of white, yellow, purple, and pink are showcased 

along the trails. Feel free to bring along your camera to capture the intricate design and delicate nature of these 

spring beauties.  

Trail Information:      

Five established trails offer hikers excellent views of Beall Woods' old-growth forest. From the easy 1-mile Tuliptree Trail 
to the 1.75-mile moderately easy White Oak Trail, the nature enthusiast can get a sense of what the settlers saw when 
they arrived at the banks of the Wabash River. 

To preserve the fragile ecosystem, hikers are urged to stay on established trails. Pets, bicycles and horses are not 
allowed on trails. Collecting or removing any natural object is prohibited. Depending on the season, visitors should come 
prepared with insect repellent. Since low areas are subject to flooding and standing water, trail conditions are posted by 
the front door of the Visitor Center. 

Tuliptree Trail (1 mile) - The awe-inspiring size of the deciduous trees can be realized while walking under the canopy of 
this easy upland trail. Visitors are encouraged to bring along binoculars for leaf identification and birding. Along with two 
bridge crossings, hikers will have a bird’s eye view of Coffee Creek. 

White Oak Trail (1.75 mile) - With the exception of two flights of stairs, the White Oak is a moderately easy trail offering 
hikers the greatest variety of vegetation and forest conditions. It passes over five soil types, through upland and 
bottomland forest, and gives visitors a sense of what settlers experienced when arriving at this part of the state. The 
Wabash River can be viewed from this trail.  

Ridgway Trail (1.75 mile) - For those interested in a longer hike, this moderately-easy trail may be accessed from the 
White Oak trail at the low water crossing. It is a dedicated living memorial to Robert Ridgway, one of America's foremost 
ornithologists, who spent his boyhood in this area. Closed periodically during flooding, this trail winds through a reforested 
field and features several species of bottomland oak and hickory trees. A combined White Oak-Ridgway Trail walk is 3 
miles in length. 



Sweet Gum Trail (0.5 mile) – This short, picturesque trail meandering along Coffee Creek features an interesting rock 
cliff. Many plants adapted to cool, moist, and shady conditions are found in this area. The visitor must access this trail 
from the park's north side. The trail is closed periodically due to flooding. 

Schneck Trail (1.75 mile) - Dedicated to Dr. Jacob Schneck, a pioneer Mount Carmel physician and botanist, this typical 
bottomland area consists of several bottomland oak and hickory species. The trail must be accessed from the north side 
of the park and is closed periodically due to flooding. 
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