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INTRODUCTION 

Although Illinois is known more for its agricul­
tural and industrial production than its recreational 
attributes, this State offers some very fine sport 
fishing. Conversely to what one might believe, fish­
ing is as good or better than it was 30 to 50 years 
ago. Factors contributing towards more and better 
angling opportunities have been due, in part, to the 
emphasis on eliminating pollution of lakes, rivers 
and streams; improved and more diligent use of 
soil and water conservation techniques; building of 
numerous water supply ponds, lakes and flood con­
trol reservoirs; and improved fish management 
techniques. 

Since the beginning of recorded history fishing 
has been an important activity of man's life. In the 
past, fish were sought primarily for food; today, 
they are still sought for food but the aspects of fish­
ing for sport, pleasure, or relaxation have become 
equally as important. Regardless of the motive, 
there are thousands of lllinoians who want to get 
outdoors to commune with nature and to "wet a 
line." It is for these people and their children that 
this guide is being assembled-that they might 
know the pleasure and success of catching Illinois 
fish. 

LAKE DESCRIPTION 

Carlyle Lake, completed by the U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers in 1966, is the largest manmade 
lake within Illinois. Formed by damming the Kas­
kaskia River near Carlyle, the lake is 24,580 acres in 
size with a shoreline of approximately 85 miles. It is 
rectangular-shaped, two to three miles wide, and 
about 15 miles long. Maximum depth is 35 feet, with 

an average depth of 11 feet. The land bordering the 
lake is either flat or gently rolling with part ially­
timbered shoreline. Therefore, Carlyle Lake is a typ­
ical open lake subject to changes in wind velocity 
or direction. 

Carlyle Lake becomes chemically and ther­
mally stratified during the summer months; typical 
of most Illinois lakes. Generally, from mid-June to 
September, the dissolved oxygen level becomes 
quite low or non-existent below 12 feet. Thus, 
summertime anglers should avoid fishing below 
this level as few fish are found there during this 
period. 

Winters are occasionally cold enough to put a 
solid ice cover over the entire lake and when this does 
occur, some fair to good ice fishing can be enjoyed in 
coves. 

Division between upper and lower parts of the 
lake is formed by the Burlington Northern Railroad 
tracks which span the water form the towns of 
Keyesport to Boulder. The upper area (approxi­
mately one-third of the lake) seasonally offers some of 
the best crappie, bluegill, largemouth bass, bullhead 
and channel catfish angling found in the lake. This 
portion of the lake is quite shallow (eight feet or less) 
with an average depth of about three feet. For the 
benefit of fishermen and waterfowl hunters, all 
timber and brush was left standing when the lake 
filled. Carlyle Lake is also dotted with numerous 
islands and sand ridges. Besides the inflowing 
Kaskaskia River, this area has a number of tribu­
taries (Hurricane, Bear, Maggot, East Fork and North 
Fork Creeks) which offer fine fishing. Two public 
access areas, Tamalco on the west and Patoka on 
the east, provide quick and easy entry to the upper 
lake. 

















































The Sport Fish Restoration Program is a national program that relatively of which few anglers are aware. 
Beginning in 1950 a 10% excise tax was placed on manufacturers of fishing rods, reels, creels, artificial 
baits, lures, and flies. In 1984 the program was boosted as the tax was extended to tackle boxes and other 
types of recreational equipment. Additionally a 3% tax was applied to fish finders, electric trolling motors, 
and import duties on fishing tackles and pleasure boats. 

State resource agencies, such as the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, are those benefitted by 
this program. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service administers the program and reimburses up to 75% of 
the costs of fisheries management activities for eligible projects. Sport Fish Restoration funds have been 
used at Carlyle Lake for such activities as: 

• Fish stocking

• Rearing of fish in nursery ponds

• Forage fish enhancement

• Fish habitat improvement

• Biological surveys to evaluate past management activities and determine management needs

• Research to solve management problems

This significant infusion of money, coupled with state fishing license revenues, has provided the means for 
fish management on "Illinois' Largest Lake." 
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