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The purpose of these identification charts is to help
the angler to identify some of the fish that are caught in
inois.

There are 205 species of fish known to have
occurred in Iltinois; 9 of these species have since been
extirpated from the state and 1 species is extinct.
Presently, there are 203 species occurring in lilinois
representing 87 genera and 30 families. Of the 203
species 180 species are native with 16 species having
been introduced to the waters of lllinois. it would be
Impractical to give a complete description of all these
fish in this manual; however, 78 of the more important
or unusual fish are listed for identification. The obvious
external characteristics are used for identification of
the fish, in that these will be easier and quicker for the
average persen to understand.

A fish fact chart is included, giving information on
some of the fish as to their life span, type of food eaten,
etc. The figures given in this chart will vary according
to climate, environment, and individual fish.
Information on the accepted and local names of fish,
The growth rate of fish and bait hook size chart are also
included.

It is hoped that this short résumé will stimulate inter-
est in fish for a fuller enjoyment of fishing.
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LAMPREY FAMILY

Continuous dorsal fin

Lo |

Mouth is a 7 gill openings  No scales
sucking disc

SILVER LAMPREY
{ichthyomyzon unicuspis)

STURGEON FAMILY
Bony plates
Up-turned tail
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Barbels  Sucking type mouth

SHOVELNOSE STURGEON
{Scaphirhynchus platorynchus)

PADDLEFISH FAMILY

Long tapered gill flap No scales Upturned tail

Paddle-shaped snout

PADDLEFISH
{Polyodon spathulal




GAR FAMILY

Diamond shaped scales
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Snout 1/2 length of head

SHORTNOSE GAR
(L.episosteus platostomus)

Diamond shaped scales

| |

Snout 2/3 length of head

LONGNOSE GAR
{Lepisosteus osseus)

Duck-like snout large size
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Bouble row of teeth . .
Not common in lilinois

north of E. 5t. Louis

ALLIGATOR GAR
{Lepisosteus spatula)

STATE THREATENED SPECIE — Return to water!




BOWFIN FAMILY

Long dorsal fin Spot in tail

Barbels

BOWFIN
{Amia calva)

EEL FAMILY

Snake-like body

Long fin

AMERICAN EEL
(Anguilla rostrata)




HERRING FAMILY

Deep notch in upper jaw

\

Dark spot

Found anly in Lake Michigan
ALEWIFE
(Alosa pseudoharengus)

f.ower jaw protrudes
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not protrude

GIZZARD SHAD
{Dorosoma cepedianum)

30 to 33 rays

Last ray elongated

Tail| fin yellow

Lower jaw projects
beyond tip of snout

THREADFIN SHAD
{Dorosoma petenense)




MOONEYE FAMILY

Dorsal fin is located

Large eve even with anal fin

9 dorsal rays

GOLDEYE
(Hiodon alosoides)

Dorsal fin is located
ahead of anal fin

Large eye with silvery iris

Teeth

MOONEYE
fHiodon tergisus)




SALMON FAMILY
Spots on back:

Spots on dorsal fin

Numerous small darl
spots on tail

Forked tail
Mouth white

210 12 rays
Small spots

RAINBOW TROUT
(Oncorhynchus mykiss)

Worm-like markings Spots bright red

Mouth white

10-12 rays Slightly forked tail

-

Leading edge white
BRCOK TROUT
{Salvelinus fontinalis)

Spots are modified X's

Yellow 1o orange when fish are large in size

spots with haios

Square tail

Mouth white
10-12 rays
No markings on tail

BROWN TROUT
{Salmo trutta)




SALMON FAMILY

Black spots on back
and upper lobe of tail

Teeth of lower jaw Vs
in grayish gums /
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45 to 100 intestinal appendixes Anal fin with 12 t0 15 rays

COHOQ SALMON
{Oncorhynchus Kisutch)

Teeth in lower jaw Black sgots on back,
in biack gums : - ',’fo" = dorsal fin and

= ' both lobes of tail
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100 to 200 intestinal appendixes

Anal fin with 14 1o 19 rays

CHINOOK SALMON
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)




SALMON FAMILY

Mouth white /é
o .y () .
L) 8 (S

Lower fins with white edgings\-==

Light spots on gray  Forked tail
body background

b

nal fin 8 to 10 rays

LAKE TROUT
(Salvelinus namaycush)

Upper jaw does not extend
beyond eye as it does
in brown trout

Spots small x’s

Mouth white 8 to11.anal rays

ATLANTIC SALMON
{Salmo salar)

10



SMELT FAMILY

Tail deeply
forked

Teeth on jaws, tongue

and roof of mouth RAINBOW SMELT
{Osmerus mordax)

CODFiSH FAMILY

12 to 13 rays 70 to 75 rays
Smdll head and eye

Olive to dark greenish-brown

BURBOT

Single barbel Lota lota

LIVEBEARER FAMILY
—Lateral line scales 27 to 30—

6 10 Brays

Rounded tail

Dorsal fin behind anal fin
MOSQUITO FISH Male anal fin modified for reproduction
Gambusia affinis

SILVERSIDE FAMILY

Silvery lateral stripe

Large eye

Blunt snout

Transiucent body 22 10 25 rays

BROOK SILVERSIDE
Labidesthes sicculus
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KILLIFISH FAMILY

Top of head
flattened

Broad purplish-black lateral band

Mouth high on head

BLACKSTRIPE TOPMINNOW
(Fundulus notatus)

PIKE FAMILY

No spots on sides or fins,
but sides plain or barred

Cheeks and gill cover
fully scaled

Teeth

Dark Maximum length 18 inches

Four sensory pores on  “teardrop”
lower side of jaws marking

GRASS PICKEREL
{Esox americanusy
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PIKE FAMILY

Spots on sides

Fully scaled cheek and
half-scaled gill cover

5 or fess pores Rounded fins/
on each side s
of lower jaw Rounded tail tips
NORTHERN PIKE
{Fsox lucius)

Bands or Bar Marks
Fully or 2/3 scaled cheek prominent on body
and half to 1/3 scaled gill cover
usually spotted jaws

b-7 pores on each side
of lower jaw

Rounded fins Spotted tail

HYBRID (TIGER) MUSKELLUNGE

Band or bar marks fess
prominent than tiger muskie

Upper half scaled cheek
and gill cover

Al WJ ﬁéﬁ

i
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6 to 9 pores on each side
of fower jaw
Pointed fins

MUSKELLUNGE Pointed tail tips
(Esox masquinongy)




MINNOW FAMILY

Serrated spine

No harbels

Color varies from

gold 1o brownish alive
GOLDFISH
(Carassius auratus)

Serrated spine ///7/,
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Barbels

CARP
{Cyprinus carpio)
| //// ———MNo spine with 9 rays
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WHITE AMUR (GRASS CARP)
{Ctenopharyngodon idella)

No barbels
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MINNOW FAMILY

Lateral line decurved

Small pointed head

11 to 14 rays

GOLDEN SHINER
(Notemigonus crysoleucas)

Large blunt head

Terminal mouth

FATHEAD MINNOW
{Pimephales promelas)
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MINNOW FAMILY

Black stripe from tip of snout to tail spot Tail spot

BLUNT NOSE MINNOW
fPimephales notatus)

Black spot
Large head P

and mouth

Black spot

Barbel

CREEK CHUB
{Semotilus atromaculatus)
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SUCKER FAMILY

Large heavy head
Lip never below y

/

Mouth at end of
head. Lips thin

32 to 40 scales

23 to 32 rays

BIGMOUTH BUFFALQO
(Ictiobus cyprinelius)

38 scales

Small compressed head 27 tc 30 rays
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Large eye

SO
Qs

A )
":‘4 " AWAAKR]

M A

Body deep

SMALLMOUTH BUFFALO
{lctiobus bubalus)
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Mouth barely on
underside of head
Lips thick

BLACK BUFFALO
{lctiobus niger)
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QUILLBACK CARPSUCKER

(Carpiodes cyprinus)

Lips thick and reddish

Lower lip

SUCKER FAMILY

without a nipple

First ray long

HIGHFIN CARPSUCKE

{Carpiodes velifer)

Lower lip with

a nipple

\ First ray short

RIVER CARPSUCKER

(Carpiodes carpio)

Lower |ip with
a nipple
18



SUCKER FAMILY

Scales smaller towards front

A /
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WHITE SUCKER
{Catostomus commersori)

Head concave between eyes 3 to b prominent
black bars on back

Eye far behind Mottled brownish cofor
middle of head

Pronounced Large pectoral fin
sucker mouth

HOG SUCKER
{Hypentefium nigricans)
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SUCKER FAMILY

Tail orange
to red

gray or yellow

VTN Y
fl‘.d‘:wa
Dorsal fin
concave

Body silvery
£
4

_ / Borsal fin concave
ORI
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SHORTHEAD REDHORSE

)
ORI
Fins often bright orange

to blood red

fMoxostoma macrolepidotum)
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Mouth smatl

GOLDEN REDHORSE
{Moxostoma erythrurum)
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CATFISH FAMILY

Steeply sloping

Forked tail
\

AN

%
A
A
)}

N S
\ 30 to 35 rays
Evyes nearer lower than

upper surface of head BLUE CATFISH Straight edge
{lctalurus furcatus)

Eves nearer upper than Spotted Upper 1cbe longer
lower surface of head {iLarge fish tend to lose spots.)

Forked taif /

A

a

24 to 29 rays

CHANNEL CATFISH Rounded edge
{{ctalurus punctatus)

Head greatly flattened in front

b

% FRC?) A) — .“
G ; o L5 =, 7 q b
N % %\ Léu 2 YRR
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AN 1210 15 rays
Lower jaw protrudes FLATHEAD CATFISH

{Pylodictis olivaris}
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CATFISH FAMILY

Light colored bar

Black barbels

Spine weakly barbed 16 to 20 rays

BLACK BULLHEAD
{Ameiurus melas)

Tail fin rounded

White barbels

. 24 to 27 rays
Spine with no barbs

YELLOW BULLHEAD
{Ameiurus natalis)

Body usually mottled

Black barbels

Spine strongly barbed 27 to 24 rays

BROWN BULLHEAD
(Ameiurus nebulosus)
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CATFISH FAMILY

Projecting

upper jaw
Notch

;-sm'w
H]HH\]\H\\\\\“\“ _

STONECAT
(Noturus flavus)

BASS FAMILY

Dorsal fins slightly
joinad at base

('/’ Yellow color with
/l % darker broken stripes

A
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Spines not graduated
in length

Jaws almost equal

YELLOW BASS
(Morone mississippiensis)
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BASS FAMILY & Stripes often faint
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First stripe below lateral line
WHITE BASS not distinct nor complete

{Morone chrysops)

Back of tongue with
single patch of teeth

Stripes distinct occasionally broken

W, IJ’ 1
Jj ;J J-rU
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First stripe below lateral line
Tongue with 2 patches STRIPED BAS_S_ distinct and complete to tail
of teeth (Morone saxatilis)

Stripes distinct usually
definitely broken
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\ / \Q HYBRID distinct and compilete to tail
T ith 2 hesy
ofteeth "N STRIPED BASS X WHITE BASS
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SUNFISH FAMILY Fins separated 12 to 13 rays

10 scale rows

Upper jaw behind eye \w

LARGEMOUTH BASS
{Micropterus salmoides)

Fins not separated
11 scale rows / -, 13 to 16 rays

17 scale rows

Upper jaw not behind eye

SMALLMOUTH BASS
(Micropterus dolomieu)

Dark stripes in vertical bars

Fins not separated
Teeth on base of tongue ) /'/ .«' _ ///// 12 rays
P
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0 THICHA TR 1 .
SN e T T
o LA - T " !.”'"1:"1.!‘:‘(-1

"",""'f:u-os:uu. et ...u..“-.
. . o \\ \
Upper jaw not behind eye \ \\\\ Spots in scale rows

Scales between rays below lateral line

SPOTTED BASS
{Micropterus punctulatus)
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SUNFISH FAMILY Black spot

Dark spot

; . Body sometimes
with no margin

shows cross bars

Small mouth “

Long pointed e
pectoral fin \W
5 AN
\ 3 anal spines

BLUEGILL {Lepomis macrochirus)

Dark spot with margin
of red or orange

Body without
spots or bars

Pectoraf fin
long and pointed

REDEAR SUNFISH R\\] /Lepomis microlophus)

Dorsal fin spines 11 10 13 :,,,/[//4,/////
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{Centrarchus macropterus) AN
Anal spines 6to 8
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SUNFISH FAMILY
20 to 30 squarish orange spots

Dark spot with margin of white .l“.]' ”l,// 1 Orange

\

R

) & > ) w e
== § ! ?“ =
Never larger than 5 inches =

\3 anal spines

Short, rounded pectoral fin
ORANGESPOTTED SUNFISH ™ (Lepomis humilis)

o 8

Highly arched back

Elongated gill cover
with a narrow edging

of white

Red spot on gill flap edge ; i‘i'/'/t//,/ > P, Scattered copper spots

Biue and orange stripes

Small mouth

\
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SUNFISH FAMILY Body brassy mottled
, i with dark brown

Dark bars radiating from eye

Red eye
Teeth on
tongue

Large mouth

Body thick
Short rounded pectoral fin

WARMOUTH (Lepomis gulosus)

3 anal spines

Body brassy with
darker spots in rows

Red eye

Suivvrpay By,
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Medium mouth
Rounded pectoral fin

Body flattened 6 anal spines

Dark spot has margin Body often shows

longitudinal lines

Large mouth Yellow edge

GREEN SUNFISH {Lepomis cyanellus)
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SUNFISH FAMILY

/5 to 6 dorsal spines

Markings in
vertical bars

Less than distance 10 eye

WHITE CRAPPIE
(Pornoxis annularis)

Same distance to eye

BLACK CRAPPIE
f{Pomoxis nigromaculatus)

Irregular spotting




PERCH FAMILY

6 to 9 dark
vertical bars

6 to 8 rays

/ YELLOW PERCH
(Perca flavescens)

Dark spot

19 to 23 rays
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i
a‘f::' \ 1,""1: f:.',. 3

“ ‘ ~ ,)’ ,’”!'” h A
LA ] ] R
Canine teeth
belvic fins seoarated wiling edge white
elvic fins se
P WALLEYE

11 to 14 rays
{Stizostedion vitreum)

Half-moon spots on dorsal fin
Cheeks closely scaled

17 to 19 rays
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Canine teeth

12 to 13 rays

Pelvic fins separated

SAUGER
(Stizostedion canadense)
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PERCH FAMILY

Conical snout

Vertical brownish bars

LOGPERCH
{Percina caprodes)

P enr

Thin flexible spine/ ‘W like marks on body

JOHNNY DARTER Small fish {1-2")
(Etheostoma nigrum)

DRUM FAMILY

Humpbacked appearance

Lateral line extends
to end of tail

Tail rounded

FRESHWATER DRUM
{Aplodinotus grunniens)
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37 ATLANTIC SALMON 3 ¥rs.

41 STRIPED BASS

1,000,000 2

Spring

32 *The figures given hare witl vary according to climota,

environmont, and individual fish.
" *Maximum sizes are not for Iiinais but nationwide,



Streams and
Rivers

& Lakes
s 5 e
B Tan P &
i B e i BICh]
Eggs Buried & Yrs. 1Lb. 14% Lhbs. Insects Cold Clear =}

in Gravel Streams

8 Ys. nkton
- ol
Eggs Scattered 7-8VYrs. 2-5 Lbs, 9 Insect 13

s 27 S e =
Nest 4 Yrs, -1 Lb. 8 Lbs, All Types Ponds, Creeks, 17
] Rivers
Naest 4 ¥rs. %1% Lb. 23 Lbs, Al Types Pends, Creeks, 19
Rivers
Eggs Scattered 8.10 Yrs. 2 Lbs, 52 Lbs. Fish Lokes& 21
in Marsh Arcas Large Rivers

Nest 5.6 Yrs. %L, 22 Lbs, & Lakes & 29
Crayfish Stuggish Rivers

Colony Nesting  5-6Yrs.  %Lh, 5 Lbs. Insects Lakes & Ponds 31
Y : _

ot Buriod e i i " o : , 4
in Grave 7 4 Lbs. 100 Lbs. Fish higan 37

Eggs Buried ] ’ ‘h
in Gravel - . “ 4 Lhs 30 1bs. Fish Loke Michlgan 39

7 15 Lbs. 112 Lbs. Fish Large Lakes 4,

in River Current
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Commeon pike, pickerel, great northern pike,
|_narthern, jac fish. ]
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Cafico bass, strawberry bass, crappie,

speckled crappie.




Dogfish, grindle, mudfish, ¢ypress trout.

L.ongnose gar S Bllgar, garpike, billfish,

Freshwater drum White perch, perch, sheepshead, croaker,
grunting perch, drum, gaspergou.,

Mooneye Toothed herring, white shad, big-eyed shad.

Spekied trout, brookie, char.

B roo trout

Bigmouth buffalo Redmouth buffalo, stubnose buffalo, round-
head buffalo, brown buffalo, goarhead, bull-
head buffalo, bullmouth buffalo, bullnose
buffalo, slough buffalo, trumpet buffalo,
common buffalo, lake buffalo, blue buffalo.

Black buffalo Mongrel buffalo, bugler, rooter, reefer,
round buffalo, sheephead buffalo, blue
buffalo, current buffalo.

White sucker Common sucker, fine-scaled sucker, sucker,
mullet, whitehorse, slender sucker, black
suclker.

Carp German carp, European carp, mirror carp,
scaleless carp.

Blue catfish Fulton cat, Mississippi cat, chucklehead cat,
coal boater, forktail cat, great blue cat.

Flathead catfish Shovelhead a,  mud cat, vellow cat,
Hoosier, goujon, shovelnose cat, Johnny cat,
Morgan cat, flat belly.

Chinook salmon King salmon, tyee

Lake trout mackinaw trout
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BAIT HOOK 8IZES
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Donate to Hlinois Wildlife Preservation Fund on
your state income tax return (IL 1040).

@ Your donation will be used to manage, preserve, protect and
enhance wildlife and to keep rare species from becoming
endangered.

e The donation can be reported as a charitable contribution on
next year's federal tax form.

® You can contribute any amount over $1.00 on your state
income tax return to help wildlife.

® After tax season, you can make a tax deductible donation to
save lHlinois Wildﬁfe by sending a check or money order to:
lllinois Wildlife Preservation Fund in care of: lilinois
Department of Natural Resources, Resource Protection and
Stewardship Division, One Natural Resources Way,
Springfield, IL 62702-1271.

Thank you.




ILLINOIS AND NORTH AMERICAN* RECORD FISH

SPECIES WEIGHT ANGLER CAUGHT | LOCATION COUNTY
BASS, Largemouth (1 13Ib/ 1oz, | Edward J. Walbel 2/15/76 | Stone Quarry Lk. LAKE
(NA) | 221bf40z. | George W. Perry 6/ 2/32 | Montgemery Lk, GA
BASS, Rock {t 1Ib/1002. | George Nielson 5/ 5/87 | Aux Sable Creek GRUNDY
NA) | 31bf0oz. Peter Guigin 8/ 1/74 | York River, Ontario, CAN.
NA) | 3Ib/0oz David Thomas 6/13/80 | Sugar Creek, IN
BAGS, Smallmouth (I} ; 61b/7cz. Mark Samp 3/26/85 | Strip Mine FULTON
(NA} | 111b/150z. { David L. Hayes 7/9/55 | Dale Hollow Lake, TN
BASS, Spotted {h | 7ibJ3.12 oz.| Richard Leonard At5/92 | Strip Mine FULTOM
{NA) | 10/ doz. Bryan Shishida 4/21/01 | Pine Fiat Lake, CA
BASS, Stripad {l) | 3170z | Eric Shivers 5/23/94 | Sangchris Lake CHRISTIAN
{NA) } 871b/1 oz Jeff Smith 8/15/97 | Colorado River, AZ
BASS, Hybrid {1} § 2015./0.32 ¢z,| David B. Gjelsvik 6/20/83 | Lake of Egypt JOHNSON
Striped (NA) | 27 bS50z Jerald C. Schaum 4127197 | Greers Ferry Laka, AR
BASS, White (I; 41bf 14 0z. | Bruce Wilson 10/7/81 | Kaskaskia River CLINTON
{NA 6bS7 o0z, Bavid 5.Kraushaar 9/19/89 | Saginaw Bay, Mi
BASS, Yellow I 21b/0oz Jimzn?r Kostoff, Jr. 5/ 5/94 | Farm Pond MADISON
{NA} 21b/ 8oz Dannis Michae} 4/12/00 | Tennesse River, AL
Woebbaking
BLUEGILL {Ig 31bJ/ B oz Darren May 5/10/87 { Farm Pond JASPER
(NA) | d41bJ12 0z, T. 8. Hudson 4/9/50 | Ketona Lake, AL
BOWFIN (| 16bJSSoz. | Charles R. Keller 9/23/84 | Rend Lake JEFFERSON
(Ig 16t/ 60z, | DanNugent 9/14/92 | Bay Creek PCPE
(NA) | 2t1bs80z. | R.L.Harmon 1/29/80 | Forest Lake, SC
BUFFALO I 481b/0oz. | C.B. Merit 1936 | Mississippi River ADAMS
{Bigmouth) (MA) { 70Ib/50z. | Delber Sisk 4/21/80 | Bussey Brake, LA
(Smalimouth) (MA)} | 88Ib/s0oz. | Tony Crawford 11714793 | Lake Wylie, NC
BUFFALGD, Black (I; 23 1bS12 0z, | Hon Smith 7/27/84 | Rock River LEE
{NA) | 83ib/6oz. | Jim Winlers B/14/99 | Mississippi . IA
BULLHEAD, Black  (l) | 5IbJ/&oz. Justin White 4/24/88 | Strip Mine FULTON
(NA} | Blb/150z. | Charles M.Taylor §M19/87 | Slurgis Pong, Mi
BULLHEAD, Brown  {) | 21b/10.4 0z. | Shane Richardsn 4/25/93 | Weldon Springs DE WITT
(NA) | 6ib/20oz Bebby L. Gibsen, Jr. | 1/19/91 | Paarl River, MS
BULLHEAD,Yefiow (I 51bs 40z Bl Snow 1855 | Fox Aiver KANE
(NA, 41bJ 8oz Patricia Simmon 7115/89 | Mormon Lake, AZ
CARP () 1 511b/0oz. | Steve K. Davis 5/1/94 | Lake Hillcrest MADISON
(NA) | 57IbJt3oz. | David Nikolow 6/19/83 | Tidal Basin, Washington,D.C.
CARP, Bighead () [ 431b/3ez. | Larry Hilaman 5/25/95 | Lyerla Lake UNION
{NA) | 90lb/0oz, | Timothy B. Connar 722100 | Kitby Lake, TX
CATFISH, Blue (b | 85Ib/0oz. | Lindsay Sample, Jr. | 2/22/00 | Mississinpi River ALEXANDER
(NA} | 1181bJ 12 oz.| Charles Ashley, Jr. 8/3/01 | Mississippi River, AR
CATFISH, Channal  {i) | 45164 0z. | Todd Baumeyer 2/7/87 | Baldwin Lake ST. CLAIR
(NA) | 581b/00z. | W.B, Whalay 7/7164 | Sanles Cooper Rsv,, SC
CATFISH, Flathead (I; 781/00z, | Jody Harris B/11/95 | Cariyle Lake CLINTON
(NA} | 123Ib/0oz. | KenPauie 5/14/98 | Elx City Rsvr., KS
CRAPPIE, Bfack {} i 4lb/8oz John Hampten 5/15/76 | Rend Lake FRANKLIN
(Na) | 6/b/00z Lettia Robartson 11/2B/68 | Westwego Canal, LA
CRAPPIE, White (l; 41bt 7 oz Kevin Dennis 4/ 8/73 | Farm Pond MORGAN
{NA} | 5Ib/3 oz, Frad L. Bright 7/3457 | Enid Dam, MS
DRUM, Frashwater (I} | 35Ib/0oz. | Joe Rinella 1960 | BuCuoin City Lake PERRY
(NA) | 54Ib/8oz. | BeanyE. Hul 4/26f72 . Nickajack Lake, TN
GAR, Longnose { | 17IbJ5.28 oz.; Steven Ludvigsen 7115/02 | Kankakee River GRUNDY
(NA) | 80bJ/50z | Townsend Miler 7530154 | Trnity River, TX
GAR, Shortnose (I} ; 5.06/0 0z, | Wiliam Meyer 7120/89 | Vermillion River LASALLE
(NA) | Blp/6oz Kay Lyan Butterfield | 6/15/01 | Kantugky Lake, TN
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SPECIES WEIGHT ANGLEH CAHGHT! LOCATION COUNTY

GAR, Spotted {} | 7.3MbJ0oz. | Rick Hayden 4/20/98 | Reng Lake Tailwater FRANKLIN
(NA) | 28IbJ8oz. | JohnW.Shouppe 3/4/87 | Lake Seminole, Fi.

GOLDEYE ] 2B 02 Steven D. Unzicker | 7/26/98 | Embarras River CUMBERLAND
{NA) | 3IbS130z, | Gary Heuer 8/9/87 | Oahe Tailwater, SD

GRASS CARP () {NA) | 69IbfB8oz. | Daniel McDougall 713100 | Lake Petersburg, iL MENARD

MUSKELLUNGE (Ig 98 Ib/Boz. | MatiCarmean 4/20/02 | Kaskaskia River SHELBY
(NA} | 6910/ 110z | Louis Spray 10/20/48 | Chippewa Flowage, WI

MUSKIE, Tiger {I} | 291b/8.960z.; Robert McDermott 8/31/02 | Lake Surnmerset STEPHENSON
(NA} | 511b/30z. | JohnA, Knobla 7Mt6M9 | Lake Vieux Desart, WIMI

NORTHERN PIKE  {i) { 26Ib/150z, | Waller Klenzak 11/9/89 | Strip Mine Lake KANKAKEE
{NA) | 481bsf20z. | Peter Dubuc 9/15/40 | Sacandaga Rsvr., NY

PERCH, Yellow () | 21b/8.7502. | Joseph Grega 11574 | Arrowhead Club WILL
{NA) | 41b/3 oz Dr. €. G. Abbot 5/1865 } Lake Bordentown, NJ

REDHORSE, ) | 2Ibs2.560z. | Holly Trent 3/22/03 | Spaon River FULTON

Shorthead NAY | 1 Ib/5oz Billy Barnaby 5/21/83 | Brunet River, WI

REDHORSE, {} | 5b/100z. | Jane Keenlance 4/13/03 | Fox River KENDALL

Siver (NA) | 141bf14az. | Chris A Stephanson 4/2/95 | Plckwick Lake, AL

SALMON, Allantic (B | 181b/11.250z.| Rober Luackhoff 5/26/79 | Lake Michigan COCK

{Inland) {NA) | 22 1bJ11 oz, | Frank J. McGrath 8/24/82 | Lobstick Laka, Nawfoundland, CAN.

SALMON, Chinook (I} | 37 b/ 0oz | Marge Landeen 8/ 7776 | Lake Michigan LAKE

{Intand} {NA) | 44Ib/14 0z. | Josh Bostedt 7/18/24 | Lake Michigan, Wl

SALMON, Ccho {} | 20b/9oz, | CarryVande 5/24/72 | Lake Michigan LAKE

{Infand} (NA) ; 331b/4oz. | Vusseleny Lifton 9/27/89 | Salmon River, NY

SALMON, Pink { | 3bJdoz, Nail J. Duba 7/5/92 | Lake Michigan LAKE

{tnland) {NA) 4 1bJC oz. Scott R, Smith 8/28/01 | Garden River, Ontaric, CAN.

SAUGER (I} | 5lb/12.502 | Bill Rolando 7/30/67 | Mississippi River JO DAVIESS
{NA; 81bJ12 oz Mike Fischer 10/6/71 | Lake Sakakawsa, ND

SAUGER-WALLEYE ()) | 9Ib/10.88 oz.| Dan Murphy 12/7/01 | Evergreen Lake MCLEAN

Hyhbrid NA} | 15hM0ez. | Myron Kibler 1/11/95 | Ft. Peck Res., MT

STURGEON, () | 5Ib/2.560z | Allen Trout, J, 5/30/68 | Rock River ROCHK ISLAND

Shovelnose {NA) | 7lbf5c2. Kalhleen J. Morrissen | 9/8/98 | Mississippi River, Wi

SUNFISH, Green (I; 21 1ez John Stein 6/28/81 | Farm Pond DE WITT
{NA 2Ib/2oz. Paul Dilley 6/18/71 | Stockton Lake, MO
(NA} | 2b/20z, Louis Ferio 5/28/61 | Cherokee Co. P#, KS

SUNFISH, Hybrig {} | 2Ib/5.12 0z.| Todd Parke 5700 | Farm Pond FAYETTE
{NA) | 2Ib/1002. | Ron Fountain 5A7/99 | Farm Pond, K5

SUNFISH, Redear  ({l) | 21ibJ 123 0z. | Mike DeMattes §/7/85 | Marion GG Lake WILLIAMSON
{NA) | 5ib/7.50z. | Amos M. Gay 11/6/98 | Diversion Canal, SC

TROUT, Brook ) | 7b/50z, Daniel Frazier 11/3/98 { Lake Michigan LAKE
(NA) | 141b/8oz. | Br.W.J.Cook 711916 | Nipigen River, Ontario, GAN

TROUT, Brown (h | 361bJ11.5 0z.| Deva Vranek 6/22/97 | Lake Michigan COOK
{NA) | 40Ib/40z. | Howard 'Rip’ Cotlins 5@/92 | Litle Red River, AR

TROUT, Lake () | 38lbf4o0z. | Theodors W, Hullman | 8/22/99 | Lake Michigan LAKE
(NA} | 72ib/4oz. | Lioyd E. Bull 8/19/95 | Great BearLlake, NW.T. Canada

TROUT, Rainbow { | 31b/67202! Kyle C. Johnson 7/10/93 | Lake Michigan LAKE

{Inland) {NA) | 37 Ib/0Ooz. | WesHamlet 11/25/47 | Lake Pend Oreille, ID

TROUT, Tiger {ly | 8ibs12.50z.{ Roberd W. Zimny 8/26/77 | Lake Michigan COOK
(NA) | 201b/130z. | Pete M. Friedland 8/12/78 | Lake Michigan, Wi

WALLEYE (| 14bf0ez. | Fred Goselin 1961 | Kankakee Aiver KANKAKEE
{NA) | 221ib/ 11 oz. | AlNelson 3/14/82 | Greers Farry Lake, AR

WARMOUTH [ 1130z Wesley Mills 5/22/7% | Farm ?o}ld GUMBERLAND
{NAY | 2th/7o0z Tony D. Bempsey 10/19/85 | Yeltow River, FL

*North Amesican Recerds from the 2003 Edition National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fama (NFWFHOR)

NOTE; lfincis Record Fish are updated as now rocords are sef. “North American® Records are updated once a yearwhen the naw ediion of the NFWFHCE is published.
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Endangered and Threatened Fishes in lllinois

Endangered

Bigeye chub
Bluebreast darter
Bluehead shiner
Harlequin darter
Cypress minnow
Greater redhorse
Northern madtom

Pallid shiner
Pugnose shiner
Weed shiner
Pallid sturgeon
Lake sturgeon
River chub
Bigeye shiner

Sturgeon chub Biacknose shiner
Western sand darter Taillight shiner

Eastern sand darter iowa darter
Northern brook lamprey

Threatened
Cisco Blackchin shiner

Longnose sucker River redhorse
Bantam sunfish Banded killifish
Least brook lamprey Spotted sunfish
Ironcolor shiner

Endangered: Any species which is in danger of
extinction as a breeding species in lilinois.

Threatened: Any breeding species which is likeiy
to become a state endangered species within the
foreseeable future in lllinois.

Endangered and Threatened Fishes are protected
by the Hlinois Aquatic Life and Wildlife Code.
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Many exotic species, such as the zebra mussel, have invaded the [akes and rivers of Illlincis.
These non-native species impact our native species through competition, predation and habitat

alteration. They can also impact our economy by clogging water intake pipes, disrupting fishing
and impeding navigation.

Your help is needed to prevent the introduction and reduce the spread of aquatic exotic species.

the zebra mussel, which looks like a small clam. It usually has alternating light
and dark stripes on its shell, and is the size of a fingernail. Seme mussels,
however, may be all light or all dark, and may grow as large as 2 inches.

Zebra mussels attach themselves to solid objects and tend to aggregate in
clusters. Their free-floating larvae cannot be seen with the naked aye,

the round goby, a bottom-dwelling fish. It resembles a large tadpole,
and is usually a mottled grey-brown color. Most gobies grow to about 3-6
inches in length, but some may get up to 10 inches. The round goby can
be distinguished from the similar-looking, native sculpin by the fused
pelvic fins on its underside, These fused fins resemble a suction cup.

Eurasian watermilfoil, which is a submersed, rooted plant. It has feathar-
like whorled leaves with 12-21 pairs of leaflets on a leaf. The stems branch
frequently near the water surface, creating dense mats. The flower spike Is
above the water, and the flowers are reddish.

Drain water from bait buckets before leaving any water body, and
Dispose of unwanted bait on land or in the trash,

BOATERS
Before leaving the boat launch:

Drain boat (livewell, bilge, transom well, and motor) of all lake or river water, and
Remove plants and animals from boat, trailer, and all other boating equipment.

After leaving the boat launch:

Wash ail equipment with 104'F tap water or high-pressure sprayer, or
Dry equipment for at least five days.

Black Carp  Round gobies  Rusty crayfish  Ruffe  Snakeheads
Tubenose gobies  Rudd  Walking Catfish

May not be processed alive.
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BIGHEAD CARP

= mouth large and terminal (A) without teeth in jaws, and with lower
jaw projecting beyond upper jaw

* eyes situated far forward (B) along midline of body and projecting
downward

* lateral line complete and strongly decurved anteriorly (C) with 85-
100 scales

= anal fin hooked (D)

* smooth ventral keel (E} extending from vent forward to pelvic
fin base

SILVER CARP

« head and opercle scaleless with relatively large, upturned
mouth (A} without teeth in jaws

* eyes situated far forward (B) along the midline of the body and
projecting scmewhat downward

s anal fin hooked (C)

* dorsal fin with 8 rays and origin of fin (D) behind pelvic insertion

* a smooth ventral keel (E} extending from base of anal fin to
isthmus at base of the gills




