SEE DETAIL ON OTHER SIDE

! BT o p——— g [ prp—— R — |
The Purpose of this Plan The Need for Action | : T\\ : '\—-}- 4 . - -+ . | B
The Lee County Greenways & G r e e nw a S The desire and intention of = ' : | N\ = i‘j _,\-—'_A 1 Ogle County miles
Trails Plan focuses on two y residents to preserve the rural ' \ . \ .. I .. ‘” :
important issues: character of the county is ‘ £ : }‘ 6) - :’ | . < 4 - s | \ .
1 f r | ] o | - II L .
Wi The desirability to establish d l’ld Gt ”"dehr“".“’-d IE[Y “‘itzo‘iof Lfti ) A gi G | B A = | : o B | -\ ——
a vision of resident's wants, in ° t}? ur;t;l;l ompie ‘:‘3523"3 .an. R : ‘!w I b . K ‘ 2 S ___.' . .
order to determine what would Trall S S IQuowIng guigeunes. N~ bo. , 'i T Th 7 N\ iior a | : : e
benefit the county now, as well as ¥  Preserve environmental corridor __ D . e D-I XO § Lbh— E F= -ﬂ- s bk - | ‘ s @ -
what might be possible 10, 20, or features including waterways, flood _ 4y, ., l. | !._L | [——J";,r' .Cj | ' =r ( . J | 1 -
more years into the future. a n plains, wetlands, woodlands, steep 2= N\ @‘en. " L ey, ' f 42 L: 2 : N\ - § [ = s | B .
W The need to develop a strategy Sl_ofes't :lldln;et:abnzats:t.and scdemc na el .Na}‘?f\.' ! 7 Stong_P?ﬂ_:_Rd_ =a : . | @D o | Steward :
detailing the priorities and possible NN ‘[‘5 “;"g ";a S a“t : ; | / 1 /'- = I s Pemy|Rd. - V4 e
courses of action to achieve that ~" " .~ mplementation of environmenta ‘&@_"’7’1_-’ | | — S - C_] ety | 3 ahadbiid (i G e ke Sl b T g ——
o protection zoning and subdivision \QQ@_@’ . P v P ‘ " L;'ncoln S TR, 8 f | . A f —V ] 1_, -
ordinance standards. e : =7 Ls | @ il R g | | . D m 3
Conservation, economic development, and y E dha rusiibbnts o sl 4 abilities i ~ - — J ! . Railroad_ | amesm=nf (r | I . S : e, |
transportation planning at local and state levels is an he C nsureh . "25] ents e ages a(;\. gprne. A ¢ B . \ & I / & _,,r,l;:' R S .. L = & = o = = = === -ED" ) | —" i — — # h— - —- — T |
ongoing process. Taken together, the visionary t ek Gugty av:.a eflf’: gl_:iccess bdciidi 3 : g ;::* e, efteeerker B Nachusa g 1 ; yr h ., ¢, ¥
planning and the strategic planning approaches ROFR@NG ICIRATRNE. SCIITINS '- /& Aol i __ & | | i a | o b Y J:‘
defined above are our best assurance of benefiting V Promote recreational and cultural opportunities e N 1 I N - | % | | | B M — y | . | o
from critical opportunities as they arise. The Lee (for tourists) in the County. Mound J — Nel o'"ﬁ& sne : | E \ ; | | p. S T : I %
i i erid ’ .-_. .-.- (RN NN -E -n- e -- » -: :: . . 3 I - .o - I I“"-"-. :ll‘. — ~ | _H_FF.‘/_ l‘“‘ \‘*‘ : .
Egu:;ty i{?:n';vaylsf&rTrauls Plan has been conceived as N Pociie siha and conlenint e ok o : ,: . % baosgm 7 . Y i . ‘ N | 'Y = \\K : .
e S pedestrians, bicycles, and automobiles between /7 '\“?‘” o .« =S A L. ¥k i ' e sl "JL | & !.\\ =y - = A - ._ .
* identifying our natural and recreational resources neighborhoods, park and recreational facilities, [ é‘f - ==mmm el | o ‘. S~ P e LS : ‘».% N . B | i|_ = 1T ’ 4 | ' ?—j . —
* defining opportunities and priorities schools, service and employment centers. L. | 6 o - | 3 g 51 — _\ |’ \ o = | \ %
* recommending courses of action WY . 2 V4 B = ‘ e & : — - : Lee
It has been designed to be useful to greenspace, P 7 /_-;w- - E" i — \ ‘ : — = ] . Y — e, o Gk (i el | e .
environmental, and recreational organizations, (R ) = | g1 | 3 RN i \ e £ i <N carboro | :
agencies, and jurisdictions from local communities to ' S o ' " d I o) =7 / . /..-} _.‘,fé.i_!—’"“ ~L " .
county, regional, and state. With the assistance of 1 5 o ,,,*’ = | o A | - _\E_ena___ i ! P jnY . i g oL+ g .‘*-?,\ ——— - —
this map we can link our resources to planned » - i : WL I | | . . \ W1 llow (Creek 4*7 ) .
. . . . . e SR - L] ", e, b Green RW’EI’ L] Rl R S Ve | \/ - .
greenways and trails in neighboring counties. We can r i A N i — N\ PPCLLE e SCLLE L L (T O et Nl | .
expect planning officials to promote and secure = : - | a ., QA | I ( mww e . — I = N L A | |
funding for local plans and projects that will provide o 71 —T )T "5 =TT N . = 7% —— e — n 9 \ i | N 7 ‘ |
better environment, ensure access to recreation for c De T I | = h ~ 10 . 3 ‘ . >\ | \ | : 5 |
residents and visitors, and help preserve a high g i @ | ‘ - & N Lee Canter [ " | . A i | m | Y |
quality of life throughout our region. o : q\qe‘“ = i | S. | Green . | . J » - L | &S | _ | . i-
< » _ i H Z-  |River @ | - ~ (% i oflEs” } ‘ : | |' .
How will this Plan support these objectives? we gy & — : = | - Tndustrial [—— B - ‘;;; = e o ‘ : ! ) |H
The Plan envisions systems of greenspace that will g | i _. 1‘“-.5" = I R > A Area “" | gl o= BN LS S| i 1 == 5 [ F
preserve critical features of our natural heritage. It = . ' Harmon | | S Sterling Rd. & AN / a _ > | » D " 4 |
. I g ' 1| l_ 9 < - { | ~ | o @© I adtes
proposes shared-use trails on existing roads as well as - T s e s s G o i ——"--"'_---——*-————--— —[——7-——*-—-— ren A\ [ . | ] A | .o o L RO
extensions of dedicated off-road recreational paths, . . | — s . ) | : | ‘ ' L | Yessuonsre@l qued
linking communities with one another and with . : I . i === | - § ) J— 7\ , _ :
natural and cultural resource sites throughout the . - ; . =z P ~_ 1 & Shaw Rd. ¢ D ' . _E_ = ’ g 7 (| | .
county. This initiative of citizens and cooperating : . g . | ] ] = | N -':.» : g - =T e e T S  Chi ' : —
: : . ; | Van Petten | Rd. > o . b | o Cago alf Rd. .
local agencies takes as its premise the idea that The restored H. L. Lincoln Butldin = Y CERE R = — = i [ . |\ 24 i | -
improvement of open space "infrastructure” and Y Encourage the Friiklin Grove, bilt with m,ﬁ,,eg' | - LS = e | . | West Brooklyn | [ lﬂCompton ‘ :
recreational. daccess W]lL over time, pro\ﬁde 1asting development of multi- limestone in 1860, serves as ag‘f‘ﬂ' shop | ' il " é :’ L I I| | : I < il _._Fl I e R s .
and increasingly important benefits to residents and use trails within the and as national headquarters of the - ' . _ o .I | | Le < | | ...‘_li —
visitors alike. The objectives and benefits of County, as well as Lincoln Highway Association. L ' e - Lo o S L fiecssssgsecsssadescas .._'_I__l_ | o x| |
. . . ¥ Pt . 3L L { | ~a
greenways and trails planning include: connect them to other trails in the region. - | N '1 {2 | | Paw|Paw 5
Providing a framework for coordinated greenway and . 2 S \ € (£ | : ™
trail conservation and development. What is a Greenway? — e | j — — — | S T— — - : | <R
. : : : . : : : ! N ' N\, @ ' - £ .
’ Assistance to implementing and funding agencies to A_ greenway 1s any l'{“?af open space established along £ ‘ = s 2K : N 52 I | ‘ | . T =
allocate resources in support of plan priorities. either a natural corridor such as a stream valley, or " e S 3 4 I ‘ v | / i ‘
S o e i hesataBon e overland along a man-made corridor such as a o ‘ X Green River | — ]| = = =
y 4 ICERIG, 7 RO VLIRS SRCsCU Bl Mh AL o converted railroad right-of-way, canal, scenic road or vl i s Wildlife Area } | ‘ / =
greenway issues among govemment jurisdictions and parkway. Like arteries linking vital organs, greenways { S i | = Hie
private sector interests. i ’ 7 2E | o
connect parks, nature preserves, wetlands, streams, A ¢ | ¥ ) | :
’ Providing a basis for coordinating transportation, cultural and historic sites with each other and with ' 1 et A2 = | ‘ . m—
recreation, water quality, storm and flood water, populated areas. J = | | .
gy :.nd reflated prugramsa WhJCh e afﬁv:nQih Some, though not all, greenways are trails that allow A : [ - . | Maytown Rd. | * = | o ' Lol :
cgrr:serdva 10ln O grteerc]twia‘yts' an re uce con 1c w] v].sitors into and through nature- However’ any natural j 3 '-I.a-ﬂ;p;c; .Rd. : B a e = — - .“‘T...“‘.. -0 -'a s e l:l L N seeapessonsen .I s ane . LR RN N N NEENNENLENRDN] LB N N N ‘._- (LR B N NN N NN N ._q; a8 e e |
SUNETSCYIREPIEIE SCOvIRIcS: or landscaped course for pedestrian or bicycle passage e : . | £ LaSalle C
. . i . : : | = asalle County
’ Increasing the understanding and appreciation of Lee is a greenway. _ ! . 5 > | | j = L i
I A | . b . | | == | o
A patur:l am‘ij chL{[tural FESCUTCeS ¥ Greenways may be as wide as a watershed or as narrow y i ;/ ‘ <~ e T R ‘ T - =1 =
e i D as a trail. Some are publicly owned. Some are =1 ' @9 h | 2 =
established on private land by easements, or other i | ¢ — | - | | 3 . e Momoe @ \WTSCONSIN \ ) D\Pmm e
| . . Easy Rd. = o _ L i
methods that protect valuable natural areas and . i ———————fessssss J sene o i 1 — g — T - T JO DAVIESS STEPHENSON ] WINNEBAGO | BOONE '\ MC HENRY
cultural/historic sites, or allow public access along B ' S ‘ I ‘ == Harvard
trails. Some are managed to preserve ecological = 2. Y YR e - = ) ’ | Waukegan
diversity, while others are purely - ¢ | S | | fr——q | d e D “
A - o | N | Freeport K Belvidere
recreational. , ,
- CARROL OGLE H | /, A \
continue:" ok Bureau COunty " Byron ') | DE KALB [ kane
avanna —
ol Oregon I R\k Sycamore Elgin
0Ci =
. IOWA ’ { - %‘:ﬁ' e DU PAGE J Gﬂ'l:agu
p Fvlvmras.'ms?t ' . y == DeKalb | :
ulton erling @1 o=
and
® Amboy ! B
Davenport ANE — LASALLE e =
| ‘ y HENRY BUREAU E
2 10  LaSallier/Mack trading post site, early 1800's ~ . —— ‘s . - -.Q e >
In all seasons, the g 11  Franklin Creek Grist Mill and Learning Center, 1847 reconstruction 5 Flood plains Existing Trail ROCK ISLAND - Priniceton aunoy | >
Nature Conservancy's "= 12 Chaplin Creek Historic Village, restored buildings of the 1835-1895 era > - Roads, etc. == wm wm we wm we Potential Recreational Trail — O juaSalefers o (Ottawa
Nachusa Grasslands Q 13  H. L Lincoln Building, 1860, national headquarters of the Lincoln Highway Association (V) ; 2 . . KANKAKEE
provides hikers with a © 14 Col. Nathan Whitney house and site of Whitney Nursery, 1856 ~ - Snowmobile Corridor sessesscssecs  Secondary Trail (potential) - ‘] : = __ .
\frmwd see off the = 15 Illinois Central Rail Road Amboy Depot (museum), 1876 Botenlial Siawmelits Trail cusssaanunans RalRoads | | | pukuam Q /_
SOSIER RrSt: < 16  First Carson Pirie store site, 1855 ) )
;"":h* and 5;:‘;:"" Q 17  Early settlement of Binghampton; site of Palmer's & Dexter's saw mill, ca. 1840 - Public Greenspace /:\/ River & Streams
andscapes o, j == 18 Early settler homes, ca. 1837 : R @ : ; d et et
f::t?z’z:t‘" 2 S 19  River crossing of early settler/Indian trail; site of Dewey's saw mill and town of Inlet; Inlet cemetery Potential Greenspace Tiuie® Potential Canoe Trail r n lllln l I r ll e m
' Flowing from the historic A 20  Galena Trail corduroy road toll crossing site, ca. 1830s Private Greenspace . Canoe Site
Inlet Swamp area of central Lee County, the Green AR o 21 Site of Howe's grist mill, ca. 1840 ) L
River Greenway links remnants of bordering groves and 22  Site of Perkins' saw mill, ca. 1840 (Regreatwna(} Areas [ @ Historic Site
the Green River Wildlife Area. Pictured is Rocky Ford, a 23 Mormon Cemetery and early settlement site private and commercia Illinoi '
- : ; =N Y i inois Natural Area Inventory Site
crossing that dates back to old Indian trails. 24 Malugin's Grove settlement and site of inn on historic Chicago-Galena road, 1834 campgrounds, religious, etc.) A y

25  Sandy Hill Catholic Church and cemetery, 1840/1853
26 Ovid settlement on intersection of historic trails, 1836

Dekalb County



Two Types of Trails

Dedicated Trails are designed and
built off-road for the exclusive use
of pedestrians, bicyclists, cross-
country skiers, skaters, people in
wheelchairs, equestrians, or
motorized use such as snowmobilers.
Surface treatment and width may
vary, depending on the usage of a specific
trail or segment. Permitted usage is
established by the organizations and public
agencies involved in the acquisition,
development, and maintenance of each
trail. Although more than one type of non-
motorized use is allowed on most trails, typically the
use by motorized recreational vehicles is segregated
by location and/or by season.

Shared-Use Trails are low-volume streets or rural
roads designated to be shared by existing vehicular
traffic with proposed bicycle and pedestrian use.
Generally shared-use trails will require at least some
signage and perhaps paint striping to identify the
routes and to alert motorists. Where the right-of-way
is of sufficient width and suitable configuration, some
shared-use roadways may accommodate other uses
such as equestrians or snowmobiling within the right-
of-way, although not on the pavement. State law and
local ordinances govern which uses may be allowed on
roads and streets.

Portions of routes that originate as shared-use
roadway trails could in the future be replaced by
construction of dedicated off-road trails, either within
the public right-of-way or on parallel easements. The
limitations on such conversions include existing
development and land uses, drainage ditches and
stream crossings, and vehicular traffic patterns.

Lee County's Unique History & Geography

The location of our county on many important travel
routes into the Old Northwest Territory figures
prominently in the development of the Lee County
Greenways & Trails Plan. Some were ancient Indian
trails that became crowded with lead miners and early
settlers in the years following the Black Hawk War.
The pattern of rudimentary roads, indicated on the
original Federal Land Survey in the early 1840's, is
reflected in the present-day road map of the county.
Historic routes are the roads that angle across the
open prairie spaces, now filled with working farms.
Their destinations near and far include the original
river fords and ferries that grew to become the
centers of commerce and population in northern
Illinois. The geography of Lee County's streams, great
swamps, and the dissected terrain of a glacial moraine
that spans the county dictated that many early roads
would remain in spite of efforts to impose the survey
grid on subsequent development.

Inspection of key roads that align with the old trail
routes indicates that a greater number of scenic
views, historic buildings, and cultural sites occur
along these roads linking the earliest settlements.
Consequently, this plan recommends that wherever
possible the proposed shared-use trails coincide with
historic roads. These trails offer the greatest interest
for recreational use by residents and visitors alike.

Foremost among them are:

The Galena Trail between Peoria and Galena, crossing
the Rock River at Dixon

The Chicago-to-Galena route through Paw Paw and
Inlet to the ferry at Dixon

The route between the shallows of the Illinois River at
Peru, crossing the Rocky Ford on the Green River en
route to Dixon
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The Green Wing route from LaMoille to Inlet crossing,
through Lee Center and Franklin Grove, passing north
toward Daysville and Rockford.

Similarly, most greenspace opportunities lie along the
slanting, parallel pattern of the original river
corridors, swamp lands, and the high, rolling moraine
with its glacial features and sand deposits. The
unique qualities of the recommended combined
greenways and trails plans are that:

q‘ historic patterns are preserved and exploited
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6 trails do not conform solely to
east-west trending greenway and
railway corridors; instead they follow
historic precedent by cutting across
the grain geographically to link
communities, public sites, and scenic
destinations located in the natural
corridors.

A prominent exception will be the Rock River
Trail. It will follow the greenway on the Rock
River in order to provide Lee County with a
connection to the Grand Illinois Trail.

The Top Priorities

Prioritizing development is the key to winning broad
local support for implementation of individual
projects. It is essential to attract state, federal, and
private funding. This plan gives highest priority to 14
proposed greenways or trails, four of which are
integral components of the Rock River Trail that will
link Lee County to the Grand Illinois Trail system
(GIT). A total of 38 are shown on the map and
described in more detail in the written report that
accompanies the Lee County Greenways & Trails Plan:

1 - Complete the Franklin Creek Greenway, linking
Franklin Creek Natural Area / Nachusa
Grasslands with the Rock
River
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Lincoln the Soldier statue marks
the site of a fort and of Dixon's
Ferry on the Galena Trail, historic
resources within the Dixon Park
District riverfront parks, now a
link in existing and proposed
regional bicycle/pedestrian trails.

2 - Define and develop a conservation plan for the
Palmyra Greenway between Sunnydale Acres
Subdivision and the Rock River

3 - GIT: Plan and implement the Sauk Valley Trail
segment of the Rock River Trail from Page Park in
Dixon to the Whiteside County line, connecting with
Sterling's Riverfront Trail

Lowell Parkway Trail,
developed on the former
railroad alignment now
owned by Dixon Park
District, connects the city
with Lowell Park and the
inter-county Joe Stengel
Trail.

4 - GIT: Implement the planned bike/ped access lanes
on both sides of Dixon's new Peoria Avenue bridge

5 - GIT: Plan and implement the South Riverfront Trail
via the Union Pacific rail route from 7th St. in Dixon
to White Oak Lane

6 - GIT: Improve and designate the Rock River Trail
segment over local roads from the South Riverfront
Trail to the Ogle County line

7 - Designate the shared-use Old Mill Trail between
the Rock River Trail at Dixon, Franklin Creek Natural
Area, and Franklin Grove on the Lincoln Highways
National Scenic Byway

8 - Designate the shared-use Whitney Trail between
Franklin Grove and Lee Center

9 - Designate the shared-use Lee Center Trail (bicycles
only) from Lee Center to Binghampton and Amboy

10 - Designate the shared-use Pump Factory Trail
between Dixon,, Amboy, and Harmon

11 - Designate the shared-use Chicago Trail from
Binghampton to Paw Paw

12 - Designate the shared-use Brooklyn Leg of the
Chicago Trail

13 - Designate the shared-use Compton Leg of the
Chicago Trail

14 - Designate the shared-use Sublette Trail from
Shaw Road to Woodhaven Lakes and Sublette
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Sugar Grove Church/School, 1883

2 "lincoln the Soldier" statue, 1930;

site of blockhouse built during

Black Hawk War, 1832; Old Settlers'

Memorial Log Cabin (museum), 1894

Dixon's ferry site, ca. 1829

Dixon Theatre, 1922

Nachusa House hotel, 1853

Old Lee County Courthouse, 1901

Loveland Community House and

historical museum, 1940

8 Dixon Historic Center (museum) located in
restored South Central High School
attended by Ronald Reagan

9 Ronald Reagan Boyhood Home (museum)
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Snowmobile Corridor
Potential Snowmobile Trail

Meiner's Wetland natural
area, as well as Nachusa
Grasslands and the Franklin
Creek Natural Area, are
accessible via shared-use
Naylor Road on the priority
0ld Mill Trail.

s
o

W i :
| Public Greenspace

Potential Greenspace
Private Greenspace

Recreational Areas
(private and commercial
campgrounds, religious, etc.)

Timber Creek Rd.

o
2\
Reynoldswood
Camp

®

0]

V

Lowell Park Rd.

N N N O S .-

2 2 0 0

Existing Trail

Potential Recreational Trail
Secondary Trail (potential)
Rail Roads

&

0y

N\

.

-~

L

Union Pacific Railroad

al,

* L]
LY Ld

-_— e -

DIVISION

River & Streams
Potential Canoe Trail
@® C(anoe Site

Historic Site

<,
Q;\\‘?: .*
a
=
_“i :
. &0
=
LI
A\
\N\‘m
3
N
f’

Stony Point Rd.

R —— — el

Lincoln Highway N.S.B.

Anchor Rd.

0 0.5 1

one mile

THE CREATORS OF THIS FOLDER DO NOT REPRESENT THE MAPS TO BE
ACCURATE FOR ANYTHING OTHER THAN THE INTENDED INFORMATIONAL
AND PLANNING PURPOSES. REPRODUCTION OF ANY PART OF THIS
DOCUMENT BY WRITTEN PERMISSION ONLY FROM

BLACKHAWK HILLS RC&D, 102 E. RTE 30, SUITE 2, ROCK FALLS, IL 61071

PHOTOGRAPHY: DEAN SHEAFFER
DESIGN: DE GOEDE + OTHERS INC



