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logical routes for trails that link natural resources to
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some settlements and created other towns and villages at
regular intervals along their routes. By default, rail right-
of-ways have also served as greenways and conservatories
of native prairie vegetation. When abandoned with their
roadbeds and bridges intact, they become logical trail
routes linking the historic railroad towns.
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sloughs, marshes and brushy woodlands, choosing high
ground wherever possible. Along these historic roads are to
be found many of the oldest farmsteads, handsome stone
houses and churches, cemeteries, former rural schoolhouses,
grist and sawmill sites, and historic markers.

Foremost among the historic routes was the Peoria-Galena
Trail and Coach Road. During its heyday, it was not one but
a series of routes traversing the western part of Ogle
County.

For the past century, the road most closely identified with
the character of Ogle County has been Black Hawk Trail,
Scenic Ill. Rte. 2. Bordering the Rock River most of the
way, the highway continues to be one of the top-ranked
scenic routes in the Midwest and among the first in the
nation to be planned as a “scenic” road when it was paved
in the early 1920s.

Top Regional Priorities

Prioritization is the key to attracting broad local support for
the implementation of individual projects. Adhering to
priorities is essential to winning public and private funding.
This plan gives priority to the development of six proposed
greenways or trails. The recommended actions are:

1. Completion of a network of greenways along the Rock
River and its tributary streams, with the majority of
greenspace remaining under private ownership and
management.

A

2. Creation of continuous trails on both sides of the Rock
River by linking regional trail segments with community
trails. Connecting these with trails in Lee and Winnebago
Counties will complete the Rock River Trail loop of The
Grand Illinois Trail (G.LT.).

3. Extension of the regional trail along or parallel to the
Illinois Central rail-bed from Polo through Forreston to the
county line at Baileyville. There it can connect with
Freeport and the G.I.T. via the proposed Crane Grove Creek
Trail in Stephenson County.

4. Extension of a regional trail from the Rochelle
community bike path system to Creston. In coordination
with trail initiatives in DeKalb County, ultimately the trail
should continue from Creston to the county line, linking
Ogle’s regional trail system with Kishwaukee Community
College, DeKalb community trails, and the Great Western
Trail at Sycamore.

5. Development of a dedicated trail on or adjacent to the
rail path between Byron and Stillman Valley.

6. Linkage of the Oregon and Polo community trail systems

and White Pines Forest State Park via a shared-use trail on
historic Oregon Trail Road with a leg south on Forest Road.
This will create a bridge between the regional G.I.T. trail
loops in Priorities 2 and 3 above.

Additional potential greenways and trails are described in
the complete Greenways & Trails Plan for Ogle County. The
plan supports implementation of the Byron, Oregon, and
Rochelle bike path plans and the development of
coordinated trail plans in other communities throughout
the region.
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Ogle County Courthouse and Square, 1891
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travelers who crossed the Ogle County region
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