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WHITESIDE COUNTY
GREENWAYS & TRAILS PLAN

GREENWAY AND TRAIL RESOURCES

GREENWAY AND TRAIL RESOURCES INCLUDE THE NATURAL AND MAN MADE
FEATURES THAT AFFECT OPEN SPACES AND THUS PROVIDE THE BASIS FOR
DEVELOPING PLANS AND ESTABLISHING PRIORITIES FOR GREENWAYS. NATURAL
FEATURES INCLUDE SOIL TYPES, TERRAIN, AND DRAINAGE CHARACTERISTICS WITH
CORRESPONDING FLOOD PLAINS AND WETLANDS, AS WELL AS VEGETATION AND
WILDLIFE HABITAT.  MAN MADE FEATURES INCLUDE URBANIZATION AND THE
ASSOCIATED CONSTRAINTS FOR GREENWAYS. OTHER MAN MADE FEATURES INCLUDE
EXISTING TRAILS, ROADS AND RAILROAD RIGHTS OF WAY WHICH OFFER POTENTIAL
FOR USE AS GREENWAYS OR TRAILS.

DRAINAGE IS PRIMARILY DIRECTED TO THE 2 MAJOR RIVERS WITHIN WHITESIDE
COUNTY, THE ROCK RIVER AND THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND THEIR TRIBUTARIES. A
LARGE PORTION OF CERTAIN PARTS OF THE COUNTY ARE WITHIN DESIGNATED FLOOD
ZONES. THE FLOOD PLAINS OF THESE AND OTHER STREAMS OF THE COUNTY ARE
NOT WELL SUITED FOR INTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT BUT HAVE GREAT VALUE AS
WETLANDS AND LINEAR OPEN SPACE. THESE AREAS, ALONG WITH WOODED AND
NATURAL AREAS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY, OFFER WONDERFUL HABITAT FOR ALL
TYPES OF WILDLIFE.

URBAN GROWTH BRINGS WITH IT OPPORTUNITIES FOR GREENWAY PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT. LOCAL ZONING AND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCES CAN BE A POSITIVE
INFLUENCE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREENWAYS AND TRAILS. THE
STERLING—ROCK FALLS AREA HAS THE HIGHEST GROWTH AND LOCAL SUBDIVISION
ORDINANCES SHOULD PROVIDE FOR THE DEDICATION OF LAND OR CASH IN LIEU OF
LAND FOR PARK AND RECREATIONAL PURPOSES, INCLUDING GREENWAYS AND TRAILS.

THE NEED TO PROVIDE QUALITY LAND USE RELATIONSHIPS WITH ADEQUATE
OPEN SPACE AND RECREATIONAL AREAS ARE APPARENT AS POPULATION GROWTH
CAN HAVE A MAJOR INFLUENCE ON THE NEED FOR AND DEVELOPMENT OF
GREENWAYS.

THE MAJORITY OF THE COUNTY'S POPULATION IS IN THE STERLING/ROCK FALLS
METRO AREA. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THERE WILL CONTINUE TO BE A DEMAND FOR
SUBDIVISION WITHIN THOSE CITIES AS WELL AS WITHIN THE SMALL COMMUNITIES AND
RURAL AREAS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY. HOWEVER, SPECIAL EFFORT SHOULD BE
MADE TO LIMIT RURAL GROWTH TO AREAS THAT HAVE OR WILL BE PROVIDED WITH
SATISFACTORY ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE, AND TO DISCOURAGE URBAN
DEVELOPMENT ON PRIME FARMLAND AND ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS.

THESE EFFORTS SHOULD BE SUPPLEMENTED THROUGH PROPER SUBDIVISION AND
ZONING REGULATIONS.

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE IS LAND OWNED BY PUBLIC ENTITIES AND ACCESSIBLE TO
THE GENERAL PUBLIC. THE MAJORITY OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE SITES IN WHITESIDE
COUNTY ARE STATE AND MUNICIPAL PARK LAND. MORRISON ROCKWOOD STATE
PARK, PROPHETSTOWN STATE PARK, BIG BEND CONSERVATION AREA, ALBANY
MOUNDS HISTORIC SITE, THE HENNEPIN FEEDER CANAL AND THE U.S. FISH AND
GAME WILDLIFE REFUGE ARE ALL PRIMARY EXAMPLES OF VALUABLE PUBLIC OPEN
SPACE AND GREENWAY AREAS.

MANY SMALL TO MEDIUM NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS ARE PROVIDED BY ALL OF THE
CITIES AND VILLAGES WITHIN THE COUNTY. THE LARGEST ASSET THE COUNTY
POSSESSES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF GREENWAYS AND TRAILS ARE THE ROCK
RIVER, THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND THE HISTORIC HENNEPIN FEEDER CANAL. THE
MISSISSIPPI HAS ALREADY GENERATED THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREAT RIVER TRAIL
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF THE COUNTY AND ALL BUT A SMALL PORTION
HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND IS EXPERIENCING WONDERFUL USE. THE ROCK RIVER
IS CURRENTLY CREATING THE INTEREST TO DEVELOP A TRAIL SYSTEM FROM THE
PROPOSED UPPER DAM IN STERLING TO THE OPPOLD MARINA AT THE EASTERN
EDGE OF THE COUNTY. ROCK FALLS IS ALSO PLANNING A TRAIL ALONG THE RIVER
FROM THE UPPER DAM TO LAWRENCE PARK, THE PARK ON AN ISLAND. THE OTHER
GEM OF THE COUNTY IS THE HISTORIC HENNEPRPIN FEEDER CANAL, BUILT TO
CONNECT THE ROCK RIVER WITH THE ILLINOIS MISSISSIPPI CANAL; IT IS THE
PERFECT EXAMPLE OF A LINEAR PARK CONTAINING WILDLIFE HABITAT, WATER AND A
SCENIC TRAIL TO RIVAL ANY OTHER IN THE STATE.

IMPLEMENTATION

AS THE WHITESIDE COUNTY GREENWAY AND TRAIL PLAN IS COMPLETED, THE
PLANNING PROCESS ENTERS THE CRUCIAL PHASE OF IMPLEMENTATION. THE PLAN
CREATES A VISION TO SERVE AS AN ADVISORY GUIDE FOR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
ACTIONS REGARDING GREENWAY PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE
COUNTY.  CONSISTENT WITH THIS PURPOSE, THE PLANNING PROCESS BEGAN WITH
THE CREATION OF GREENWAY AND TRAIL COALITION, A CITIZEN—BASED ORGANIZATION
CHARGED WITH EVALUATING THE EXISTING GREENWAY RESOURCES IN RELATION TO
ANTICIPATED FUTURE NEEDS FOR GREENWAYS.

TO FULFILL THE PLANS PURPOSE AS A GUIDE FOR THE REGION WIDE
DEVELOPMENT AND PRESERVATION OF GREENWAYS, THIS CHAPTER PRESENTS A
SUMMARY OF THE AVAILABLE METHODS AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR
IMPLEMENTATION TO ACHIEVE THE VISION FOR WHITESIDE COUNTY.

1. A NUMBER OF METHODS AND STRATEGIES ARE AVAILABLE TO AID IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROPOSED GREENWAYS AND TRAILS. THESE INCLUDE
THE USE OF REGULATORY ORDINANCES AND A VARIETY OF ACQUISITION,
OWNERSHIP AND FINANCIAL STRATEGIES.

2.REGULATORY ORDINANCES INCLUDING ZONING, SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS, AND
THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAY BE USED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO GUIDE
DEVELOPMENT AND ALSO HAVE REQUIREMENTS FOR GREENWAY CREATION AND
PRESERVATION.  REGULATORY ORDINANCES PROVIDE A LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PROPOSED GREENWAYS.

3. ZONING CONTROLS THE USE OF LAND AND THE ZONING ORDINANCE IS
PROBABLY THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEANS FOR IMPLEMENTING THE GREENWAY AND
TRAIL PLAN. THE COUNTY SHOULD REVIEW IT CURRENT ZONING ORDINANCE TO
ENSURE THAT IT INCLUDES ADEQUATE PROVISIONS TO PRESERVE OPEN SPACE
AND WILDLIFE HABITAT.

4.THE SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE ALSO REPRESENTS ANOTHER EFFECTIVE TOOL FOR
IMPLEMENTING GREENWAY REQUIREMENTS. BY SETTING STANDARDS FOR THE
DESIGN OF STREETS, SIDEWALKS, UTILITIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES,
SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS CAN GREATLY AFFECT THE OVERALL PATTERNS AND
QUALITY OF DEVELOPMENT. THESE REGULATIONS MAY ALSO REQUIRE
DEDICATIONS OF LAND, OR FEE IN LIEU OF LAND, FOR PARKS, OPEN SPACE OR
TRAILS IN NEW DEVELOPMENTS.  SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS MAY ALSO REQUIRE
DEDICATIONS FOR STORM WATER DETENTION BASINS DESIGNED TO SERVE DUAL
USAGE AS RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.

ACQUISITION AND OWNERSHIP STRATEGIES ARE THE MOST DIFFICULT ASPECT OF
IMPLEMENTING A GREENWAYS PLAN. A WIDE VARIETY OF ACQUISITION OPTIONS
ARE AVAILABLE FOR CONSIDERATION. A NUMBER OF THESE ARE WIDELY ACCEPTED
AND OFTEN USED WITH MUCH SUCCESS. A NUMBER OF OTHER LESS COMMON
BUT INNOVATIVE OPTIONS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AND MAY BE EFFECTIVE IN CERTAIN
SITUATIONS.

ALONG WITH DETERMINING HOW TO ACQUIRE A PARTICULAR GREENWAY,
ANOTHER IMPORTANT ISSUE MUST BE ADDRESSED: WHO WILL OWN IT? THERE
ARE THREE AVENUES OF OWNERSHIP — PRIVATE, PUBLIC OR MIXED OWNERSHIP.
USUALLY, IF THE GREENWAY WILL BE USED FOR A RECREATIONAL PURPOSE OR IS
USED AS A MODE OF TRANSPORTATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT WOULD BE THE MOST
LIKELY OWNER. HOWEVER, IF THE GREENWAY SERVES AN ENVIRONMENTAL
PURPOSE SUCH AS WETLANDS PROTECTION, WILDLIFE HABITAT PROTECTION, OR
STREAM PRESERVATION, A PRIVATE ENTITY SUCH AS A LAND TRUST MAY BE THE
MOST APPROPRIATE OWNER OF THE GREENWAY. THERE MAY BE INSTANCES
WHERE MULTIPLE OR JOINT OWNERSHIP OF A GREENWAY WILL OCCUR,
PARTICULARLY FOR REGIONAL GREENWAY SYSTEMS OR WHERE IMPLEMENTATION AND
MANAGEMENT COSTS ARE A BURDEN FOR ONE ENTITY. A NUMBER OF POTENTIAL
ACQUISITION AND OWNERSHIP STRATEGIES HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED BY THE
CONSERVATION FUND, A NATIONAL NONPROFIT LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
ORGANIZATION THAT PROTECTS LAND THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS. THESE STRATEGIES
ARE IDENTIFIED IN THE FOLLOWING TABLES.

SUMMARY

THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE FUTURE ACTIONS THAT ARE REQUIRED
TO SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENT THIS PLAN.

1. THE PROCESS SHOULD BEGIN WITH THE OFFICIAL ADOPTION OF THE PLAN BY
WHITESIDE COUNTY.

2.THE GREENWAY AND TRAILS COALITION SHOULD DETERMINE THE FEASIBILITY OF
ONE OF ITS MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS, BECOMING A FOUNDATION OR SIMILAR
ENTITY WITH THE LEGAL CAPABILITIES TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY, MANAGE AND
MAINTAIN GREENWAYS ON A COUNTYWIDE BASIS, AND RECEIVE AND DISPERSE
FUNDS DERIVED FROM PRIVATE DONATIONS, GOVERNMENT GRANTS AND OTHER
SOURCES.

3.ONCE THIS HAS BEEN DETERMINED, THE COALITION OR WHATEVER MANAGEMENT
GROUP HAS BEEN CREATED SHOULD TARGET FUTURE GREENWAYS FOR
IMPLEMENTATION.  STRATEGIES FOR ACQUISITION, OWNERSHIP AND FINANCING OR
TARGETED GREENWAYS SHOULD BE EVALUATED TO MAXIMIZE THE USE OF
PRIVATE FUNDING SOURCES ALONG WITH FEDERAL AND STATE GRANT PROGRAMS.

4. THE COALITION IN COOPERATION WITH WHITESIDE COUNTY SHOULD PERFORM AN
ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE GREENWAY AND TRAIL PLAN TO MEASURE PROGRESS
AND TO TARGET FUTURE PROJECTS FOR NEXT YEAR. MAJOR UPDATES OF THE
PLAN SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AT INTERVALS OF NO MORE THAN 10 YEARS.

5.AN ACTIVE PUBLIC RELATIONS AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN SHOULD BE CARRIED
ouT BY THE COALITION TO BROADEN PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT
FOR GREENWAYS. EFFECTIVE SOURCES SHOULD INCLUDE A NEWSLETTER, SLIDE
AND VIDEO PRESENTATIONS AND IMPLEMENTING A WHITESIDE COUNTY WEB SITE
TO ATTRACT TOURISM.

TYPES OF TRAILS

DEDICATED TRAILS ARE DESIGNED AND BUILT OFF—ROAD FOR THE
EXCLUSIVE USE OF PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLISTS, CROSS—COUNTRY SKIERS,
SKATERS, PEOPLE IN WHEELCHAIRS, EQUESTRIANS, OR BY MOTORIZED
USE SUCH AS SNOWMOBILES. THE USES ALLOWED ON EACH TRAIL ARE
ESTABLISHED BY THE ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLIC AGENCIES INVOLVED IN
ITS ACQUISITION, DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE. ALTHOUGH MORE
THAN ONE TYPE OF NON—-MOTORIZED USE IS ALLOWED ON MOST TRAILS,
MOTORIZED RECREATIONAL VEHICLE TRAFFIC TYPICALLY IS SEGREGATED BY
LOCATION OR SEASON.

SHARED—USE TRAILS ARE LOW—-VOLUME STREETS OR RURAL ROADS
DESIGNATED AND INTENDED TO BE SHARED BY EXISTING VEHICULAR
TRAFFIC WITH PROPOSED BICYCLE AND OTHER NON-MOTORIZED USES.
GENERALLY SHARED—USE TRAILS WILL REQUIRE AT LEAST SOME SIGNAGE
AND PERHAPS PAINT STRIPING TO IDENTIFY THE ROUTES AND TO ALERT
MOTORISTS.  SOME MAY ACCOMMODATE OTHER USES SUCH AS
EQUESTRIANS OR SNOWMOBILING WITHIN THE RIGHT—OF—WAY, ALTHOUGH
NOT ON THE PAVEMENT. STATE LAW AND LOCAL ORDINANCES GOVERN
SUCH USES.

GREENWAY DEFINITION

A GREENWAY IS ANY LINEAR OPEN SPACE ESTABLISHED ALONG EITHER A
NATURAL CORRIDOR SUCH AS A STREAM VALLEY OR OVERLAND ALONG A
MAN—MADE CORRIDOR SUCH AS A CONVERTED RAILROAD RIGHT—OF—=WAY,
CANAL, SCENIC ROAD OR PARKWAY. LIKE ARTERIES LINKING VITAL

ORGANS, GREENWAYS CONNECTING PARKS, NATURE PRESERVES, WETLANDS,

STREAMS, CULTURAL AND HISTORIC SITES WITH EACH OTHER AND WITH
POPULATED AREAS.

SOME GREENWAYS — THOUGH NOT ALL — ARE TRAILS THAT ALLOW
HUMANS PASSAGE INTO AND THROUGH THE NATURAL WORLD. ANY
NATURAL OR LANDSCAPED COURSE FOR PEDESTRIANS OR BICYCLES IS A
GREENWAY.

COUNTRYWIDE PRIORITY SCHEDULE

THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THIS PROJECT IS FOR THE WHITESIDE
COUNTY GREENWAY AND TRAIL PLAN TO BECOME A LINK IN THE GRAND
ILLINOIS TRAIL.

OBVIOUSLY, THE FIRST STEP TOWARD ACHIEVING THIS IS FOR
WHITESIDE COUNTY TO HAVE A CONTINUOUS PATH STRETCHING FROM THE
HENNEPIN FEEDER CANAL ON THE EAST END OF THE COUNTY, TRAVELING
CROSS—COUNTY TO THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND THE GREAT RIVER TRAIL
ON THE WEST.

AS A CONDITION TO ALL OF THE ABOVE, THE WHITESIDE COUNTY
BOARD SHOULD ADOPT A RESOLUTION CREATING A TASK FORCE WHICH
WILL COORDINATE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE VARIOUS SEPARATELY
FUNDED PORTIONS OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LOCAL GREENWAYS
AND TRAILS OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS.

THE FOLLOWING PRIORITY SCHEDULE SHOULD BE USED AS A
GUIDELINE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN.

1. ROCKWOOD TRAIL FROM KELLY PARK TO COVERED BRIDGE, COVERED
BRIDGE TO ROCKWOOD STATE PARK, AND ROCKWOOD STATE PARK TO
GREAT RIVER TRAIL AT FULTON — MORRISON/MT. PLEASANT TOWNSHIP.
2. CONNECT MORRISON CITY TRAILS TO HAZEL RD. TO STERLING TO
ROCK FALLS HENNEPIN FEEDER CANAL.

3. CONNECT MORRISON CITY TRAILS AT SAWYER & FELDMAN RD TO
LYNDON AT OLD BRIDGE OVER ROCK RIVER.

4. RIVERFRONT TRAIL FROM UPPER DAM TO OPPOLD MARINA —
STERLING PARK DISTRICT

5. RIVERFRONT TRAIL FROM UPPER DAM TO LOWER DAM — COLOMA
PARK DISTRICT/CITY OF ROCK FALLS

6. RIVERFRONT TRAIL CONNECTION FROM MERIDOSIA ROAD TO BUNGE
GRAIN

— VILLAGE OF ALBANY

7. RIVERFRONT TRAIL FROM LOWER DAM TO LAWRENCE PARK —
COLOMA PARK DISTRICT/CITY OF ROCK FALLS

8. LYNN BOULEVARD TRAIL FROM LINCOLN HIGHWAY TO LOCUST
AVENUE — STERLING PARK DISTRICT

9. BRIDGE FOR CREEK CROSSING AT MARINA — CITY OF FULTON

10. HERITAGE PARK TRAIL FROM CORDOVA RIVER TO ALBANY ROAD,
CORDOVA ROAD TO GREAT RIVER ROAD — VILLAGE OF ERIE

17.  LYNN BOULEVARD TRAIL FROM LOCUST AVENUE TO WESTWOOD —
STERLING PARK DISTRICT

12, CATTAIL PARK CONNECTION TO THE GREAT RIVER TRAIL — CITY OF
FULTON

13. LYNDON ROAD CONNECTION TO THE HISTORIC LYNDON BRIDGE —

LYNDON,/PROPHETSTOWN

LOCAL PRIORITY SCHEDULE

THE FOLLOWING PRIORITY LISTS FOR EACH MUNICIPALITY IS BASED ON
THE CONDITIONS AT THE TIME OF THE CREATION OF THIS PLAN. THE
PRIORITY LISTS SHOULD ALSO BE PART OF THE ONGOING REVIEW
PROCESS AND REVISED AS NEEDED.

ALBANY
1. RIVERFRONT TRAIL CONNECTION FROM MERIDOSIA ROAD TO BUNGE
GRAIN

ERIE
1. MARKING, STRIPING, AND BICYCLE SAFE STORM SEWER GRATES OF
SHARED USE ROUTES

2. HERITAGE PARK TRAIL FROM CORDOVA ROAD TO ALBANY ROAD

FULTON
1. CATTAIL PARK CONNECTION TO THE GREAT RIVER TRAIL
2. BRIDGE FOR CREEK CROSSING AT MARINA

LYNDON

1. LYNDON ROAD CONNECTION TO THE HISTORIC LYNDON BRIDGE

2. MARKING, STRIPING, AND BICYCLE SAFE STORM SEWER GRATES OF
SHARED USE ROUTES

MORRISON

1. ROCKWOOD TRAIL FROM KELLY PARK TO COVERED BRIDGE, COVERED
BRIDGE TO ROCKWOOD STATE PARK, AND ROCKWOOD STATE PARK TO
GREAT RIVER TRAIL AT FULTON — MORRISON/MT. PLEASANT TOWNSHIP.

2. MARKING, STRIPING, AND BICYCLE SAFE STORM SEWER GRATES OF
SHARED USE ROUTES THAT CONNECT LOCAL PARKS & SCHOOLS.

3. DEDICATED PATH FROM JACKSON ST. TO NEW CITY PARK (SPORTS
COMPLEX)

4. NEW RT. 30 BRIDGE OVER ROCK CREEK W,/ DEDICATED PATH

5. DEDICATED PATH ALONG N. SIDE RT 30 FROM GENESEE TO THE
NEW BRIDGE OVER ROCK CREEK.

b. SHARED USE TRAIL EXTENSION FROM INDUSTRIAL PARK RD. TO
SAWYER RD.

7. SHARED USE TRAIL ON GENESEE AVE. TO PRAIRIE CENTER RD. TO
HENRY RD.

8. DEDICATED TRAIL FROM W. END PROPOSED ROCK CREEK BRIDGE
ALONG N. SIDE OF ROCK CREEK TO COVERED BRIDGE

9. DEDICATED TRAIL FROM ACADEMIC DR. TO THE JUNCTION OF RT. 78
& INDUSTRIAL PARK RD.

PROPHETSTOWN

1. LYNDON ROAD CONNECTION TO THE HISTORIC LYNDON BRIDGE

2. MARKING, STRIPING, AND BICYCLE SAFE STORM SEWER GRATES OF
SHARED USE ROUTES

ROCK FALLS

1. RIVERFRONT TRAIL FROM UPPER DAM TO LOWER DAM

2.  RIVERFRONT TRAIL FROM LOWER DAM TO LAWRENCE PARK

3. SIGNAGE FROM LAWRENCE PARK TO FEEDER CANAL

4. MARKING, STRIPING, AND BICYCLE SAFE STORM SEWER GRATES OF
SHARED USE ROUTES

STERLING

1. RIVERFRONT TRAIL FROM UPPER DAM TO OPPOLD MARINA

2. LYNN BOULEVARD TRAIL FROM LINCOLN HIGHWAY TO LOCUST AVENUE
3. LYNN BOULEVARD TRAIL FROM LOCUST AVENUE TO WESTWOOD

4. MARKING, STRIPING, AND BICYCLE SAFE STORM SEWER GRATES OF
SHARED USE ROUTES
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