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Fox River Status Update 
November 13th, 2025

*This Update is based on the current forecast and will be adjusted based on future forecasts and rainfall.

Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk168582479][bookmark: _Hlk171942135]Start Monday Winter Drawdown begins and will be completed December 1st. This will be the last update until next season, pending any high flow events. There is currently near 0.20” of rain forecasted for the lakes over the next 7 Days (Figure 4). Inflows are forecasted to remain near current levels (Figure 1). Fox Lake, the Upper River, and Pool will all start dropping as drawdown begins (Figure 2). The Lower River is expected to rise starting Monday (Figure 3). 

Current Conditions and NWS Forecasts
Figure 1: National Weather Service Forecasted Inflows 



Figure 2: Estimated Upstream Gage Heights






















Figure 3: Estimated Downstream Gage Height


Current Conditions 
Measured flow on the Fox River near New Munster, WI is 364 cfs and Nippersink Creek near Spring Grove is at 29 cfs. The total Stratton inflow is 359 cfs.  The Fox Lake stage is 4.09 ft; the Stratton Dam Tailwater stage is 0.93 ft.  The Fox River at the Algonquin Dam headwater stage is 1.43 ft.

Forecast 
Inflows are forecasted to hold relatively steady for the next week, as shown in Figure 1.  Fox Lake and areas upstream of the dam will begin dropping Monday until 2.5’ is reached, as shown above in Figure 2. The Lower River should expect levels to increase during the drawdown, Figure 3. The 7-Day Precipitation forecast is showing 0.20” of rainfall.








Figure 4: 7 Day Precipitation Forecast
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System Outlook

Chain O’ Lakes Outlook
Water levels will start dropping until winter pool is achieved.

McHenry Pool Area Outlook
The Pool and Upper River should expect conditions similar to the lakes.

Lower River Outlook
[bookmark: _Hlk140151034]Water levels will increase until drawdown is completed.



IDNR-OWR will continue to monitor conditions and make changes as necessary pending future forecasts and conditions. 

Thank you,

Aaron Rotherham
Office of Water Resources
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Lake & Upper River Water Elevation Forecast(Summer Pool)

Lake Villa	45974	45975	45976	45977	45978	45979	45980	45981	45982	45983	45984	45985	45986	45987	4.09	4.0815900710160742	4.0866456349296767	4.0918311705721493	4.0934159526541034	3.991201985702562	3.8385987192416491	3.6562673998769051	3.465294194057047	3.2898311412990826	3.1378609776754374	3.0052056431488028	2.8684937089711831	2.7306028495055337	Johnsburg	45974	45975	45976	45977	45978	45979	45980	45981	45982	45983	45984	45985	45986	45987	4.07	4.0615900710160746	4.0666456349296771	4.0718311705721497	4.0734159526541038	3.9712019857025624	3.8185987192416495	3.6362673998769055	3.4452941940570474	3.269831141299083	3.1178609776754378	2.9852056431488032	2.8484937089711835	2.7106028495055341	McHenry HW	45974	45975	45976	45977	45978	45979	45980	45981	45982	45983	45984	45985	45986	45987	4.0199999999999996	4.0115900710160739	4.0166456349296764	4.021831170572149	4.0234159526541031	3.9212019857025617	3.7685987192416488	3.5862673998769048	3.3952941940570467	3.2198311412990823	3.0678609776754371	2.9352056431488025	2.7984937089711828	2.6606028495055334	Today	45974	45974	0	10	Forecast by Day


Gage Height (feet)




Lower River Water Elevation Forecast

McHenry TW	45974	45975	45976	45977	45978	45979	45980	45981	45982	45983	45984	45985	45986	45987	0.86670272468975473	0.86623599948912244	0.86651104415149582	0.86681044514754402	1.1558797346198422	1.3069717809271735	1.4668816118324519	1.5683682819784912	1.6226237908466312	1.6482843898943509	1.6718855634912626	1.7458848755782188	1.768284110119394	1.7919976113599971	1.8133176807059379	Today	45974	45974	0	10	Forecast by Day


Gage Height (feet)




Fox System Flow Forecast

Inflow	45974	45975	45976	45977	45978	45979	45980	45981	45982	45983	45984	45985	45986	45987	358.5	408.7	414.4	406.8	401.2	399.2	397.6	391.7	388.8	385.1	379.6	374.7	370.2	366.1	Outflow	45974	45975	45976	45977	45978	45979	45980	45981	45982	45983	45984	45985	45986	45987	397.57589403091191	389.0818278318356	394.17792719081916	399.43646853440532	926.46297604364281	1108.2558172839863	1260.2722422963473	1279.0379035213873	1204.0715283346067	1091.2141682609051	995.9697463445541	1009.9183309628945	926.35979984478467	844.11910746022738	Today	45974	45974	0	10000	Forecast by Day


Flow (cubic Feet per second)
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