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  Illinois Department of Natural Resources/Office of Water Resources 

 The Flood Record        September 2023 
NEW Elevation Certificate and Floodproofing Certificate Released 
The new certificates are available at National Flood Insurance Program Underwriting Forms. THE NEW FORMS 
CAN BE USED AS OF JULY 7, 2023. Use of the previous forms has been extended to November 1, 2023. 

If you have had trouble opening the new Elevation Certificate (EC) form, use the following steps to open and 
save the form: 
• Go to the link above and scroll down to the Elevation Certificate form. 
• DO NOT SELECT DOWNLOAD, instead right click on the Download File link, 

and choose Save Link As.  
• SAVE to your computer as a PDF and ignore any Download folder pop up. 
• Go to the folder where the file is saved and OPEN the PDF. 
Training for using the new EC will be provided (see webinar dates below). Also, 
there is a review checklist at the Community Rating System website that 
anyone can use to insure completeness and accuracy: EC Review Checklist.  
Here are few important things to know about the new certificates: 
• ECs are NOT required to get a federal flood insurance quote. They help to 

get an accurate quote but are no longer required for any building. 
• A surveyor, engineer or architect is not required to complete the EC for 

submittal for flood insurance purposes. Sections A, B, E, F and H may be 
completed by a property owner or their representative. 

• Photos are required now for all ECs; front, rear, left, and right. 
• Completing Section G is recommended (but not required) by all 

communities.  
• Community Rating System communities are required to complete Section 

G and provide name, signature, and date. 
• When completing Section C, the current form does not accept N/A where 

an elevation does not apply. The comment section should be used.  
• The Comment section must be used for detailing the machinery and 

equipment detailed in the instructions for Item C2.e. 

Illinois and FEMA Floodplain Management Webinars 
Illinois has added three webinars to the four remaining FEMA monthly webinar series.  We hope that some of 
these one-hour virtual training sessions will fit into your schedule.  Please share this information with your 
building inspectors, permit staff, engineers, and public work staff.  Use the links below to register or add to 
your calendar.  Webinar attendance for FEMA-led webinars will be submitted to ASFPM for CECs for CFMs.   
• 9/19/23 (Tues), 11 am-12 pm, How to Use and Review the New EC for Compliance 
• 9/27/23 (Wed), 9-10 am, FEMA Preparedness: Substantial Damage Planning 
• 10/24/23 (Tues), 11 am-12 pm, Floodplain Permits and Ordinance Administration 
• 10/25/23 (Wed), 9-10 am,  FEMA Floodplain Management Higher Standards   
• 11/14/23 (Tues), 11 am-12 pm, Enforcing your Ordinance, Variances and Violations 
• 11/29/23 (Wed), 9-10 am, FEMA Natural and Beneficial Functions 
• 12/12/23, (Tues), 11 am-12 pm, Web-Based Maps and Other Resources 
• 12/20/23 (Wed), 9-10 am, FEMA Community Rating System (CRS)   
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https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/find-form/underwriting
https://crsresources.org/files/300/2022_ec_checklist.pdf
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m55f95b7f4e2305f8ee50a0481e0e0ee7
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1GCdNJtIZAqZSviB6vK2jJ2D5lSFN_PdZQFvTGpYcCpPHXz3JNXxBTdrsA-_f2XZpEIJdSK3ipPkQnKrV1an-bMA0FPgcdGg-hHGlTzhLr9FgFF4-pAv1Ir0C8UoxIJZkqLNBEXPKwDvKHgMqZXAOTQ9G8wcTzosJYcvO019u-DMFTGI-dizVizzC1DNj3Fi5asQJTF-8S_lJCSDHACjoie9oZGiTam0MT5O07E8szWOkR4nd4y0-yL9N106O08p2fTbUqNmxqhXWsFy-JK32JnDUthqxSc9dCsq-YVN0apUeENWD74pP889qWxM7jikCT1Vr_9Fy3oOelS4-2iLsaC9HE6oH-N79gKHbFv2kFP78nETa9-IDtSqiraTKa33lLhB5uR-2T9aDUumnGUHm6-2ygu7fIDtVUAMH6bAaFlg/https%3A%2F%2Ffema.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FvJIscOuurzkrE_conTpRZR1ocSeE9gMV53o
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1GCdNJtIZAqZSviB6vK2jJ2D5lSFN_PdZQFvTGpYcCpPHXz3JNXxBTdrsA-_f2XZpEIJdSK3ipPkQnKrV1an-bMA0FPgcdGg-hHGlTzhLr9FgFF4-pAv1Ir0C8UoxIJZkqLNBEXPKwDvKHgMqZXAOTQ9G8wcTzosJYcvO019u-DMFTGI-dizVizzC1DNj3Fi5asQJTF-8S_lJCSDHACjoie9oZGiTam0MT5O07E8szWOkR4nd4y0-yL9N106O08p2fTbUqNmxqhXWsFy-JK32JnDUthqxSc9dCsq-YVN0apUeENWD74pP889qWxM7jikCT1Vr_9Fy3oOelS4-2iLsaC9HE6oH-N79gKHbFv2kFP78nETa9-IDtSqiraTKa33lLhB5uR-2T9aDUumnGUHm6-2ygu7fIDtVUAMH6bAaFlg/https%3A%2F%2Ffema.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FvJIscOuurzkrE_conTpRZR1ocSeE9gMV53o
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m40abc1c7cb60f201bf5eff6aafefef8e
https://illinois.webex.com/weblink/register/r2942e7669eeef08552e6df55eb8a5e9f
https://illinois.webex.com/weblink/register/r2942e7669eeef08552e6df55eb8a5e9f
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=mb8533d2a41f6b69332b2fdf47a4a92e1
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1btcf3lB6G20W3YQ-7EtkfcBd1bYv9z1fDvawBY2k090c6IRe84t290vbKjD3fGVVZMp9tFrVgNEDlERTwuXChfvf-bwbU1cF7VGPdDRdsslwWhrU_T1xgAmQDAhnzhStKYMl6oHnP6MmgSUoV38yiLOnsRuUM-LbQhtig1sgeeTweJIdCSTBTGFoP1hQ4rVmV0OoBy2_3pMbhkY9qN5fAaybAsoUFkrjXhZHpPOIHhfKn0MCaS6tb7KTKLb0XomjW52H-YrE68R4Xdc1G7nL5F7cHxg7U7y07CDio_VYRFJUtdRghv6WemeczT3ZgV9CVZqWdbF8no0vAu4vRAE0-zcu38oiyN4cPle0HWDDrjXNx_z1ABl-o-kSDFIv40bcBwk7lom8vQQGwhE4Jnt_iR2Xj--nCccIyIyxQWrnmWc/https%3A%2F%2Ffema.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FvJItdemsqzgvEiiHkEkRgE_j_o2sQVeFNao
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m9fd71784a4f291ffd07926c8997a5b2e
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1sJ0tY4zSJOuholyQlyVyPNVei-q4ibtun1oKUiZ2DkvWPs0GCA1PCh4WqMgp_zqX4J_5-cbkYzQUdbV9SU9cQq6GbbN-bAj4tqSgFzc_QWmMBxD50KG9c20MOaNry5qPwVb6RmyPxHgjtLSUAjYAKDfRu-bdIFN1VoJtl7A6AW1dkKrug_Jf6tKOh1X3JU_Opj2Kkzbs_kW91tuAcsWY91ZYl1kcAEvxMkVcBFyc_AXnukqc18AH2NYXzAyykPJly43H5zZug3sCj53lEGmjen2t8uL4NnL-aTvAoK4tV1PE8Sp0RAxCw-WhxSr4qx6TTidpknZjhZ0ffnW8goaiJ9NvBrvKgJ_tU-R-MMpjvayx-BLrx59X3V-abpm-rbnOwa4JGWD1si-gStN-h3EPOKg055L8cTpH3rZI0qXQ8rY/https%3A%2F%2Ffema.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FvJIscuyhqjIoGhGwzi_Ev53_LxVU515xRis
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Illinois Floodplain Management Office Hours 
IDNR staff will continue to host monthly virtual Office Hour sessions on the dates listed below (second 
Wednesday of the month). All Office Hour session start at 10:30 am.  Save the links below to your 2023 
calendar and join us with any floodplain related questions.  No registration is required.   

September 13th  , October 11th, November 15th, and December 13th  

Basement Flooding Claims Assistance 
If any of your residents are having problems with a basement flooding claim for sanitary sewer backup or sump 
pump flooding they can File a Complaint with the Illinois Department of Insurance (IDOI).  The IDOI website 
also provides some guidance information on their Consumer and Disaster webpages.   

Check Out the New Illinois State Water Survey Illinois Flood Maps Website 
In June 2023, the Coordinated Hazard Assessment and Mapping Program (CHAMP) at the ISWS launched its 
redesigned website: IllinoisFloodMaps.org. The website improves communication between ISWS, local 
communities, and other project stakeholders. The updated format makes the website easier to use on a phone 
or tablet and you will more easily find information on the floodplain mapping activities across the state. 

The tiles on the updated Home Page 
include: 

• Resources by County, with a state 
map of counties where you click on a 
county to see the flood map resources 
for each county. (See FEMA Mapping 
Status article for an image of the 
map.) 

• FEMA Letters of Map Revision 
provides help on the flood map 
revision application process. 

• FEMA Destined for DFIRMs includes a 
map displaying areas of current 
hydrologic and hydraulic (H&H) 
studies to eventually be incorporated 
into DFIRMs. 

• Topographic Wetness Index, mapping 
that can be used to indicate areas of 
ponding due to local topography. 

• Watersheds provides information for 
watersheds across the state, with links to projects in eleven watersheds including the Chicago, 
Kishwaukee, Upper and Lower Fox, Lower and Middle Wabash, and Lower Rock rivers. 

• Building Footprints 
• Mitigation & Planning includes information for county hazard mitigation plans currently in progress at 

ISWS and provides links to two password-protected databases related to flood risk for buildings in the 
floodplain and floodplain buyouts. 

• Other Resources provides links to over fifty federal, state, and other agency websites.  
If you have feedback or questions on the website redesign, please contact Zoe Zaloudek at CHAMP-
ISWS@illinois.edu.  

 

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=mbac5b22f395fb319ad00c6a9d793f856
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m1703cca577458aa539629a260cecac97
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m83cf3084bfdb015dc19a36168cfb2977
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=maafede22745333f02c0ef3ba8acbc704
https://idoi.illinois.gov/consumers/file-a-complaint.html
https://idoi.illinois.gov/consumers.html
https://idoi.illinois.gov/consumers/disasters.html
https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/
mailto:CHAMP-ISWS@illinois.edu
mailto:CHAMP-ISWS@illinois.edu
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FEMA Mapping Status and Updates 
The goal of digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for all Illinois counties is getting closer. The mapping 
status for each county is shown on the map below.  

Some floodplain studies do not impact all FIRM panels in a county.  These studies are usually completed for a 
watershed or defined stream network.  This type of update is referred to as a limited panel Physical Map 
Revision (PMR).  Three counties have PMRs moving through the mapping process.  
• Lake County has new mapping along Lake Michigan and in a few additional waterways.  These maps 

received a Letter of Final Determination (LFD) setting an effective date of October 5, 2023.  
• Cook and Kane Counties have new mapping within the Poplar Creek and Spring Creek watersheds. The 

project area touches 25 panels in Cook County and two panels in Kane County. A statutory 90-day appeal 
period is expected to start soon for this PMR. 

Preliminary countywide digital FIRMs have been issued 
for six counties, listed below. The 90-days appeals 
period has begun for Monroe, St Clair, and Madison 
counties. Communities affected have received letters 
outlining the appeals process. The three other counties, 
Clay, Effingham, and Stark, are progressing towards an 
appeal period.  

For information on mapping or on filing an appeal 
contact Erin Conley, State Floodplain Manager at 
erin.c.conley@illinois.gov.  

Soon to be Effective Maps: 
Lake County PMR, effective 10/5/2023 

Upcoming Final LFD 
Cook and Kane Co. PMR, estimated for Spring 2024 

Preliminary Maps:   
• Madison Co. Countywide, issued 8/12/2022, 

Appeals Period deadline October 19, 2023 
• Monroe Co. Countywide, issued 7/15/2022, 

Appeals Period deadline October 10, 2023 
• St. Clair Co. Countywide, issued 8/10/2022, 

Appeals Period deadline October 28, 2023 
• Stark Co. Countywide, issued 12/15/2022 
• Effingham Co. Countywide, issued 07/21/2022 
• Clay Co. Countywide, issued 07/21/2022 

 

Pilot Program for Economically Disadvantaged Communities – Grant Opportunity 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is launching a pilot program to fully fund small water resources 
projects for economically disadvantaged communities. The purpose of the Continuing Authorities Program 
(CAP) is to plan and implement projects of limited size, cost, scope and complexity. While CAP projects 
typically require a cost-share with a non-Federal sponsor, this pilot program will fully fund the selected 
projects. The deadline to apply is October 20, 2023. A link to the Federal Register notice, a Pilot Program Fact 
Sheet, a template Letter of Intent, and details on how to apply and what information is needed in project 
proposals can be found at: https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Project-Planning/Legislative-
Links/wrda_2020/.    

 

mailto:erin.c.conley@illinois.gov
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1_pxblOCZcu5iQdvKxW3w7PlwGOlDvJHrTWBDDSTxms69ElG3NW2H5Fr2VyeNsOjmwjAL7ZZIfS9IS_aDuLw8zNB_SuQAVV4YX0egW2WnCdyhqgRvl5IWEsupqjcqGV13Yps_mSfJpqtU_tDOZy9-g19P-blk31Nb74-bLSHOMPOmJ2ZruRU96St2Qct6EvPFfrU-XNQb6b1KXbLh9EU-rBj_J5RislD4r4VQG8itMkuctWlNZ9NGvWcNfKCgNQ8LGfgPE9tH0hxVN6lFuCJnrVddVaJy7-NkA93QKaw43UM1rt1DtChQTPKh_lUGSSUJmmTAA-Uu5wVwqaev4o1WK40sO544oGSB76USgACQoHzCkp0ai8VtI1PWZIjZQAF_MO9Awe4yXnYCups2mgjjCpn4We_HWw5dj2lkLpXBvpc/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usace.army.mil%2FMissions%2FCivil-Works%2FProject-Planning%2FLegislative-Links%2Fwrda_2020%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1_pxblOCZcu5iQdvKxW3w7PlwGOlDvJHrTWBDDSTxms69ElG3NW2H5Fr2VyeNsOjmwjAL7ZZIfS9IS_aDuLw8zNB_SuQAVV4YX0egW2WnCdyhqgRvl5IWEsupqjcqGV13Yps_mSfJpqtU_tDOZy9-g19P-blk31Nb74-bLSHOMPOmJ2ZruRU96St2Qct6EvPFfrU-XNQb6b1KXbLh9EU-rBj_J5RislD4r4VQG8itMkuctWlNZ9NGvWcNfKCgNQ8LGfgPE9tH0hxVN6lFuCJnrVddVaJy7-NkA93QKaw43UM1rt1DtChQTPKh_lUGSSUJmmTAA-Uu5wVwqaev4o1WK40sO544oGSB76USgACQoHzCkp0ai8VtI1PWZIjZQAF_MO9Awe4yXnYCups2mgjjCpn4We_HWw5dj2lkLpXBvpc/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usace.army.mil%2FMissions%2FCivil-Works%2FProject-Planning%2FLegislative-Links%2Fwrda_2020%2F
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Metropolitan Water Reclamation District - July 2-3, 2023, Storm Follow-Up 
(Reprinted from July 5, 2023, MWRD Press Release) 

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) works around the clock to provide 
flood protection for Cook County while protecting our greatest asset, the source of our drinking water, Lake 
Michigan. We monitor the weather, and prior to major storms, we draw down the waterways to provide 
maximum capacity in the waterways, tunnels, and reservoir system. 
However, when there is an extreme weather event such as what happened July 2 and 3, we must reverse the 
flow of the Chicago River when the river level exceeds the elevation of Lake Michigan. During this past 
weekend’s storm, the elevation of the North Shore Channel topped the elevation of Lake Michigan, and we 
opened the gates at 2:16 p.m. on July 2. The gates remained open until 9:47 p.m. on July 2. The elevation of 
the Chicago River downtown exceeded Lake Michigan’s elevation, so the locks were opened at 4 p.m. on July 2 
and the reversal ended at 2:30 a.m. on July 3. Reversing to the lake only happens in extreme situations. 
Reversals dating back to 1985 are listed at this link: 
https://mwrd.org/sites/default/files/documents/Lake_Michigan_Reversals_0422.pdf 

In other words, when the Chicago area waterway levels are higher than Lake Michigan, only then can the 
MWRD open control structures to move as much water as possible out of the system. We cannot open the 
gates and lock before that time. There is NO MAGIC KEY OR BUTTON to use at will. Opening the gates and lock 
not only provide overbank flooding protection but they allow for more capacity for stormwater. As a result, 
the MWRD can only reverse the waterway to the lake when the river level is ABOVE Lake Michigan levels. If 
we were to open the lock and gates too early, Lake Michigan would have a tsunami effect, overtaking the 
river and flooding everything in its path in downtown Chicago and along the waterways, totally decimating 
the riverwalk and municipalities downstream, on the South side and on the North side. The destruction that 
would be caused by opening the gates and lock too early is unimaginable. 
According to the National Weather Service, “rainfall totals in and in the immediate vicinity of Chicago ranged 
from roughly 3 to 7 inches, though a few localized areas received over 8 inches of rainfall. The worst of the 
flooding occurred on the west and southwest sides of Chicago and in the near west and southwest suburbs.” 
This includes Cicero and Berwyn. There is no system able to handle that much water in just a few hours. 
https://www.weather.gov/lot/2023_07_02_Flooding. 

Consistent with the MWRD’s mission of protecting Lake Michigan from pollution, every effort is made to 
minimize the amount of floodwater discharged to the lake during extreme storms. In a combined sewer 
system like we have here, sanitary sewage and stormwater drain into the same pipes. Homes, businesses, and 
street drains are connected to the local sewers, which are owned and maintained by municipalities. Local 
sewers flow by gravity into the MWRD intercepting sewers, which then convey the flow to MWRD water 
reclamation plants for treatment.  

To combat this, we have partnerships with municipalities and other organizations throughout the county to 
fully or partially fund green infrastructure and other stormwater projects to improve resilience within that 
community. The 34 Space to Grow® green infrastructure projects that convert asphalt into permeable surfaces 
at local schools is just one example of a partnership improving communities one neighborhood at a time. 

Links for additional information and explanations about the MWRD’s infrastructure and waterway system: 
Tunnel and Reservoir Plan: https://mwrd.org/tunnel-and-reservoir-plan-tarp 

Chicago Area Waterway System works: https://mwrd.org/chicago-area-waterway-system 

How to prepare for stormwater: https://mwrd.org/flood-prevention-101 

How sewers work: https://mwrd.org/understanding-your-sewer 
 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1J1e4cQ_jgCRiloGAEuYrwIPncB56fal7pEIMEmYGx_krDVPuLD1DXgLlql2H_3bOa939xgLGGXGY2piQTwHkPnG0XTjeHAqk380PiTsjdnK4o-wvPDKTkk-6oaxNmjBCunAWU9WfDL6wM0aUibhgseXXh7V0VBdWy6BlHwyM0_rAxFSl9q2NjcAB6QcOYMMOX1h18dleRtq8A_38hU5yMkTz-mRWjNY-iShq3Q2-yxFwuWPIKJaZuCBze4raoLrD7rS_S7sXLrJubb6T5sNLiytBd5rJgy7qd3VoEEYse2lc8YhcPeJ5wJuZ2LOcefuNcj9Es_37Wa-Q9SdytX7Xs1oVcRI_TfIHZaYI0Jfu6p-NUt8SGaSgtvUZrBL1ZbH04F-hfO_aRIwgd4M_76R7TCNDKxtcwYuTDAfNdRRInTxx2aOoMQfXhvDh3GaCJfST/https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001boQCrloyfBZtiS6QFbYMbvNmdAY3L-UQPOGgju5VGcdRxhjv6U8p6s9bAvAviFyGgWnU-9GRuKOgkbELC-32Lv_eJNeEpfY4zRKo4EuDDN1p1bN5YBK5RWV4sT9f3CE-_poHbTbJ_zQC9cQQ3hoGJ8bzcOZ-uRWXQamR4Lp766mgu66TaWrHtlTGRQR9pfswsC73uVcW9vo29sAwnOu8BUBoQxviYsqxEjNz1-cETWI%3D%26c%3DOJqm5oD5c3CeRpG6WNG6rxlVROXW701oFkELBr8AbrVD0M6gegfTBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DSv85r87OpCyDhRfG0z0Ba8Ig__w5ytcR6PuUXE4jHokBm490pm0XYA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/17C1lkqUnc96nWKTNCutKAN57prUqCcUse-WSjqNvtb03xRL-1SEHkHR6144-M8kRb-eOKzFMoif_F2bZbIpBzCCU8eukIs8ZKVROinS2KHq8ofUzcRIfu26zqlq5ho8ZRq5yhJmYUcEjENeD7tc5FMvEW1Z65ylbCZmq8VnSxN9tX7N8XQtb_myhIBxtreh6BSG3RcGVA_wFRbry4txY38x--g4XI07V0ImnzsR5A6QT_GDPUFVTgr_v3iWknO800pqRUikICbl4S23Dczx8UrtmBMYMJkw1KB0yYJ05Gj9nKU7rxCcTiZ3EKBqBug-ptkkTTcRH7C2p4w9_Bh9HDeme-Do50DmEu2kN5XMPi0vQUDUaW5UXoXgx23YdNi-AQkQHtTeiybnkpitKjoeL3W0SUKH9X5pSU1BUpoBwdUDLkPkH460Fn1okAgqKPSGq/https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001boQCrloyfBZtiS6QFbYMbvNmdAY3L-UQPOGgju5VGcdRxhjv6U8p6s9bAvAviFyGMUbLc8mNFp4U_vHW0izTbXuZtc1Mm2R0MQHqMVu2fvuf6mCUfxPP3R_oovblxoHHkJK7tOxwQQmjcGeGJMH6dKfRb5ZhzTso-CNtqxkiqeXf7IrppGF2Jw%3D%3D%26c%3DOJqm5oD5c3CeRpG6WNG6rxlVROXW701oFkELBr8AbrVD0M6gegfTBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DSv85r87OpCyDhRfG0z0Ba8Ig__w5ytcR6PuUXE4jHokBm490pm0XYA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1grNTmorFztIuM7m1r0p2qWJ_pMLtJOGv_oaVwjfa6apnAasFs5TGPEi91zmJ4DLrqSTeMw_dB4twpbJ3PVC6bzt_ekMTADkWw0ob_dyr6bOg8CkD0wDNjy5GHrF5hHBea3a811AHJzwxMUMSb4jPRVTHN1jiG_8CyPSetjvpMXPUDKMrjwPsfIhVfuYLSxHOZcpe9vQT2AnaVsp7bfbzfl1MEdd272hYH61ddMSHjKreTVZzbz92jkAI9FS-5V_aUcVfyWrd6YX2PMJxKHg_TubZ7Ag_vwh1vVyrZo_h-U_bZYXQo-d8hTmSye25LRn94MHCT_yI5XRp21zvjEqixOvNMAc8G1zXMEt9xWBvG1G14u2_ZjOjY64IFZ_aEqLmPA2zvzMTtsckcTolSNygzZgO5b8oyY1pB0_B6M0thc0zOG-XfSSkYny7CuFOWLJY/https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001boQCrloyfBZtiS6QFbYMbvNmdAY3L-UQPOGgju5VGcdRxhjv6U8p6rnMiKGx-MiITnyvfDzeVj0eLPARKuQ4vX1OY53U2SfCnpTsehxxlyV21ZMUbPLkWh9OzoCQwEK48kU4hnnb6ifpgttHDetfF5QQzw_yQcbTyPt9vkEvp6b1re7BWIScaQ%3D%3D%26c%3DOJqm5oD5c3CeRpG6WNG6rxlVROXW701oFkELBr8AbrVD0M6gegfTBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DSv85r87OpCyDhRfG0z0Ba8Ig__w5ytcR6PuUXE4jHokBm490pm0XYA%3D%3D
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	NEW Elevation Certificate and Floodproofing Certificate Released
	The new certificates are available at National Flood Insurance Program Underwriting Forms. THE NEW FORMS CAN BE USED AS OF JULY 7, 2023. Use of the previous forms has been extended to November 1, 2023.
	If you have had trouble opening the new Elevation Certificate (EC) form, use the following steps to open and save the form:
	 Go to the link above and scroll down to the Elevation Certificate form.
	 DO NOT SELECT DOWNLOAD, instead right click on the Download File link, and choose Save Link As.
	 SAVE to your computer as a PDF and ignore any Download folder pop up.
	 Go to the folder where the file is saved and OPEN the PDF.
	Training for using the new EC will be provided (see webinar dates below). Also, there is a review checklist at the Community Rating System website that anyone can use to insure completeness and accuracy: EC Review Checklist.
	Here are few important things to know about the new certificates:
	 ECs are NOT required to get a federal flood insurance quote. They help to get an accurate quote but are no longer required for any building.
	 A surveyor, engineer or architect is not required to complete the EC for submittal for flood insurance purposes. Sections A, B, E, F and H may be completed by a property owner or their representative.
	 Photos are required now for all ECs; front, rear, left, and right.
	 Completing Section G is recommended (but not required) by all communities.
	 Community Rating System communities are required to complete Section G and provide name, signature, and date.
	 When completing Section C, the current form does not accept N/A where an elevation does not apply. The comment section should be used.
	 The Comment section must be used for detailing the machinery and equipment detailed in the instructions for Item C2.e.
	Illinois and FEMA Floodplain Management Webinars
	Illinois has added three webinars to the four remaining FEMA monthly webinar series.  We hope that some of these one-hour virtual training sessions will fit into your schedule.  Please share this information with your building inspectors, permit staff...
	FEMA Mapping Status and Updates
	The goal of digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for all Illinois counties is getting closer. The mapping status for each county is shown on the map below.
	Some floodplain studies do not impact all FIRM panels in a county.  These studies are usually completed for a watershed or defined stream network.  This type of update is referred to as a limited panel Physical Map Revision (PMR).  Three counties have...
	• Lake County has new mapping along Lake Michigan and in a few additional waterways.  These maps received a Letter of Final Determination (LFD) setting an effective date of October 5, 2023.
	• Cook and Kane Counties have new mapping within the Poplar Creek and Spring Creek watersheds. The project area touches 25 panels in Cook County and two panels in Kane County. A statutory 90-day appeal period is expected to start soon for this PMR.
	Preliminary countywide digital FIRMs have been issued for six counties, listed below. The 90-days appeals period has begun for Monroe, St Clair, and Madison counties. Communities affected have received letters outlining the appeals process. The three ...
	For information on mapping or on filing an appeal contact Erin Conley, State Floodplain Manager at erin.c.conley@illinois.gov.
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