
 
Office of Water Resources, Michael A. Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalle St., S-703, Chicago, IL 60601 

 
September 16, 2025 

 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources 

Public Notice 
 

Construction of bluff improvements, 
in Lake Michigan, at 919 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, Illinois 60035 

 
Highgate Builders, Inc., 95 Revere Drive, Suite H, Northbrook, Illinois 60062, and Stanton and Andrea Kawer, 
919 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, Illinois 60035, have applied for an Illinois Department of Natural Resources, 
Office of Water Resources permit for the construction of bluff improvements, in Lake Michigan, at 919 
Sheridan Road, Highland Park, Illinois 60035. 
 
The existing bluff improvements consist of a timber staircase that extends lakeward of the toe of the bluff to 
the edge of sand. The existing timber staircase is in disrepair. The proposed bluff improvements include the 
removal of the existing timber staircase, and the construction of a natural stone path with steps. The proposed 
path with steps will extend lakeward of the toe of the bluff to the terminus of the existing staircase. The 
proposed project will be reviewed using the Department’s Part 3704 Rules. A location map and plans are 
attached to this notice. 
 
No work is to start on this project unless and until such a time that the permit is issued. 
 
Inquiries and comments regarding the proposed project can be directed to Eric Otto, Senior Water Resources 
Engineer, of the Chicago Office at IDNR/OWR, 160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite S-703, Chicago, Illinois 60601 or 
eric.otto@illinois.gov. 
 
An expanded version of the public notice can be viewed at 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.htm. 
 
The signatures, email addresses, and phone numbers of the applicant, co-applicant (if any), and authorized 
agent (if any) are redacted from this public notice. The mailing addresses and phone numbers of adjoining and 
adjacent property owners are redacted from this public notice. 
 
Comments will be accepted through October 19, 2025. 

mailto:eric.otto@illinois.gov
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.htm
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lot   7

Per Owner Request,
Remove Trees (Typ.)

Tableland Silt & Construction Fences to
Remain in Place; Extend New Fencing to
Encompass All Disturbed Areas (Typ.)

Proposed Building & Hardscapes
per Tableland Site Improvements

(Not in Bluff Permit Scope)

Staghorn Sumac
(per Landscaper)
to Remain (Typ.)

Remove All Underbrush & Scrub
Trees from Bluff After Stabilization

Measures Have Been Installed (Typ.)

Stabilized Construction
Entrance

Prepare Bluff Regrading Areas w/
Coir Wattle Logs, Silt Fence &

Construction Fence Perimeter (Typ.)

Remove Retaining
Walls in Disrepair

Per Shoring Wall Engineer, Remove
Trees in Tableland on Top of Bluff

(Typ.)

Remove Timber
Wall & Staircase

in Disrepair

Remove Timber
Staircase in Disrepair

Contractor to Coordinate w/ North Neighbor
to Remove Portion of Encroaching Timber

Wall in Disrepair & Provide Bluff Stabilization

Proposed Sidewalk Installation
per Ciorba Group Plans

(Not in Bluff Permit Scope)

Remove Trees in Parkway as
Shown on Ciorba Group

Sidewalk Engineering Plans
(Typ.)
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Benchmark
Site Benchmark

CP # 601 (see survey)
Description:  MAG Nail
Elevation:  637.79         NAVD  88  (Geoid 12A)

CP # 603 (see survey)
Description:  MAG Nail
Elevation:  633.20         NAVD  88  (Geoid 12A)

CP # 605 (see survey)
Description:  MAG Nail
Elevation:  6638.59         NAVD  88  (Geoid 12A)

CP # 606 (see survey)
Description:  Cross Notch on Curb
Elevation:  627.52         NAVD  88  (Geoid 12A)

Note:
Call 811 at least 48 hours, excluding
weekends and holidays, before you dig.

Know what'sbelow.
before you dig.Call

R
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640

Pool

(638.5)

Covered
Porch

32.00'

16.00'

639
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641

Upper Stairs: x4 Sets
of (2) 6" Risers w/ 36"W
Landing Between (Typ.)

Tableland Silt Fence to
Remain in Place During

Bluff Development (Typ.)

Stabilize Steep Slope Areas with Erosion Control Blanket;
Blanket to Remain in Place Until Vegetative Ground Cover
or Other Permanent Ground Stabilization Achieved (Typ.)

Landscape Steps
(See Landscape Plans)

588.5
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592.5

593.5

594.5

595.5
596.5597.5

598.5

599.5

600.5

601.5

602.5
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604.5605.5

606.5

607.5

608.5

609.5

610.5

611.5

612.5

613.5

614.5

615.5

616.5

617.5

618.5
619.5620.5

621.5

622.5

623.5

624.5

625.5
626.5

627.5

628.5

629.5

635.8

587.5

630.5

638.8

637.8

636.8

639.8

631.3

635.3

630.8

590

595

589599

605

610

620

625

630

59
0

589

595

605

610

614

625

630

641

610

618

Install Coir Wattle Log & Silt
Fence Parallel w/ Grade on Bluff,
Every 15' to 20' & Downstream
of All Disturbed Areas (Typ.)

601

600

620

615

615

615

615616

640

± 639.0
(Match Ex.)

640.5

± 641.0
(Match Ex.)

± 640.0
(Match Ex.)

± 642.0
(Match Ex.)

640.1

± 641.0
(Match Ex.)

638.5

638.5

638.5

638.5

638.4

638.3

± 642.0
(Match Ex.)

638.4

638.5

S 637.7 Side Yard Swales Shall be 4" (Min.) Below
Adj. ⅊ Grades & @ 2% (Min. Slope (Typ.)

S 638.3 6"Ø Yard Drain
Gr. 638.4
Inv. 636.9

638.4

Swale (S) 638.1
(Begin)

638.45

S 637.5

± 587.4
(Match Ex.)

TW 640.0
BW 631.7

TW 640.0
BW 631.2

TW 640.0
BW 630.5

TW 640.0

BW 630.8

TW 640.0
BW 635.8

TW 640.0
BW 639.8

TW 640.0
BW 639.8

TW 639.0
BW 639.0

± 589.0
(Match Ex.)

± 590.0
(Match Ex.)

± 594.0
(Match Ex.)

± 598.0
(Match Ex.)

± 602.0
(Match Ex.)

± 606.0
(Match Ex.)

± 614.0
(Match Ex.)

± 618.0
(Match Ex.)

± 622.0
(Match Ex.)

± 626.0
(Match Ex.)± 630.0

(Match Ex.)

± 634.0
(Match Ex.)

± 588.0
(Match Ex.)

± 592.0
(Match Ex.)

± 596.0
(Match Ex.)

± 600.0
(Match Ex.)

± 604.0
(Match Ex.)

± 608.0
(Match Ex.)

± 616.0
(Match Ex.)
± 620.0

(Match Ex.)

± 632.0
(Match Ex.)

6"Ø Yard Drain
Gr. 638.3

Inv. 636.6

6"Ø Yard Drain
Gr. 638.2
Inv. 636.1

638.4

638.35

638.4

Pop-Up Bubbler
Gr. 638.2

638.3

640.2

640.0
640.1
640.2

639.8

640.7

Maintain / Extend Ex. Drainage
Divide Between Tableland &
Bluff Tributary Areas (Typ.)

Removed Timber Retaining Wall Extended Beyond
Property Boundary; Shoring Wall Replacement to
Span Ex. Retaining Limits & Hold All Neighboring

Grades Previously Accommodated by Removed
Timber Wall; Contractor to Coordinate w/ Neighbor
for Necessary Permissions & Shall Restore Area to
Equal or Better Condition, to Neighbor Satisfaction

Stabilize Areas of Extreme Slope w/
Boulders or Stone Outcroppings (Typ.)

TW 639.0
BW 639.0

Match Existing Grades
at Wall Pocket & Base of
Property Line Wall (Typ.)

TW 640.0
BW 639.2

TW 640.0
BW 636.3

± 610.0
(Match Ex.)

± 612.0
(Match Ex.)

± 624.0
(Match Ex.)

± 628.0
(Match Ex.)

TW 640.0
BW 632.8

TW 639.5
BW 633.8

TW 640.0
BW 633.3

TW 640.0
BW 633.9

TW 640.0
BW 634.9

TW 634.8
BW 630.8

TW 639.8
BW 635.0

Shoring Wall by NLP Concepts LLC;
See Structural Drawings for Specifications (Typ.)± 640.0

(Match Ex.)

± 639.6
(Match Ex.)

639.6

639.1

635

588

600

Shoring Wall Integrated into
Upper Bluff Staircase Wall

600

639.3

Middle Stairset: (10) 6"
Risers to Lower Bluff Steps

Fire Pit* Patio
Area = 258 SF

(See Note)

Coir Wattle Log &
Silt Fence (Typ.)

Landscape Steps
(4) Area = 18 SF

Naturalized Lower Bluff Steps:
x43 Sets of (2) 6" Risers w/
36"W Landing Between (Typ.)

*Fire Pit Must be
Non-Permanent
per Zoning Code
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Note:
Call 811 at least 48 hours, excluding
weekends and holidays, before you dig.

Know what'sbelow.
before you dig.Call

R

During construction and/or earth moving within the Steep Slope Zone, the permittee shall adhere to the following standards:

(A) Hydrological Controls.
(1) Natural Channels. Natural drainage ways shall be preserved to the maximum extent possible.
(2) Controlled Run-Off. Whenever stormwater is transported across a property for discharge into a Steep Slope Zone, the conveyance pipes shall be of a

non-segmented (continuous), smooth walled material, to be installed below ground by directional boring whenever possible.
(a) No pipe shall be installed within a Steep Slope Zone by excavating a trench unless approved by the City Engineer or Director.
(b) Flexible corrugated pipes shall not be used in the Steep Slope Zone unless directional boring is found to be infeasible in the sole determination of the

Director, in which case an alternate method must be approved by the Director.
(3) Interceptor Ditches. When sound professional engineering practice dictates and when required by the Director, interceptor ditches shall be established

above steep slopes in order that soil shall not become saturated and the intercepted water shall be conveyed in a pipe or other approved manner to a
municipal storm sewer system, if available, or to the bottom of ravine or bluff slopes in a manner designed to prevent erosion.

(4) Discharge Point Stabilization. Natural drainage ways shall be stabilized by landscape integration and rip-rap or other means consistent with sound
professional engineering practice, to a distance below drainage and culvert discharge points sufficient to convey the discharge without channel erosion
and in such a manner as to dissipate the energy of the discharge. Discharge must be into an energy dispersion device as approved by the Director.

(5) Early Completion. The overall drainage system shall be completed and made operational at the earliest possible time during construction.
(6) Impact on Adjacent Property. The natural or usual flow of surface or subsurface water shall not be altered or obstructed in any way by grade changes

that may adversely affect the property of another by either contributing to pooling or collection of waters or to the concentration or intensification of
surface water discharge. However, construction which might otherwise be prohibited pursuant to this Section 150.1908(A)(6) may be allowed if such
waters are properly drained by a pipe or other approved manner to a municipal storm sewer system, if available, or to the bottom of ravine or bluff slopes.
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Note:
Call 811 at least 48 hours, excluding
weekends and holidays, before you dig.

Know what'sbelow.
before you dig.Call
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