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April 14, 2026 
Application No. C20260005 

 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources 

Public Notice 
 

Placement of ballast stone, 
in Lake Michigan, at 17th Street and Lake Michigan, Zion, IL 60099 

 
The Lake County Public Water District, 500 17th Street, Zion, Illinois 60099, has applied for an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources permit for the placement of ballast stone, in 
Lake Michigan, at 17th Street and Lake Michigan, Zion, Illinois 60099. 
 
The applicant proposes to place approximately 375 tons of ballast stone along its existing 42-inch water intake 
pipe at three locations of exposed pipe. Approximately 190 tons of ballast stone will be placed around Riser 
No. 1, at Station 8+55, extending 40 feet west of and 150 feet east of Riser No. 1. Approximately 50 tons of 
ballast stone will be placed around a previous repair, at Station 11+05, extending 25 feet west of and 25 feet 
east of the previous repair. Approximately 135 tons of ballast stone will be placed around Riser No. 2, at 
Station 18+55, extending 20 feet west of and 115 feet east of Riser No. 2. The width of ballast stone placement 
will be 6 feet on either side of the pipe; the height of ballast stone placement will be 4.25-8 feet. The ballast 
stone will be approximately 12-24 inches in diameter. The proposed project will be reviewed using the 
Department’s Part 3704 Rules. A location map and plans are attached to this notice. 
 
No work is to start on this project unless and until such a time that the permit is issued. 
 
Inquiries and comments regarding the proposed project can be directed to Eric Otto, Senior Water Resources 
Engineer, of the Chicago Office at IDNR/OWR, 160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite S-703, Chicago, Illinois 60601 or 
eric.otto@illinois.gov. 
 
An expanded version of the public notice can be viewed at 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.html. 
 
The signatures, email addresses, and phone numbers of the applicant, co-applicant (if any), and authorized 
agent (if any) are redacted from this public notice. The mailing addresses and phone numbers of adjoining and 
adjacent property owners are redacted from this public notice. 
 
Comments will be accepted through May 18, 2026. 

mailto:eric.otto@illinois.gov
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.html
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LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC WATER DISTRICT 

DATE:  April 2, 2026 

TO: IDNR/Division of Ecosystems and Environment 

FROM: Jeremy Thompson, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Additional information regarding the IDNR/OWR application-for-permit C20260005 
by the Lake County Public Water District for the placement of ballast stone in Lake 
Michigan, at 500 17th Street, Zion, IL 60099 

- The property directly to the North and South of the District’s proposed stone placement is owned 
by Illinois Beach State Park. 

- The District is a wholesale producer of drinking water, authorized to serve most of Lake County. 
The District currently provides drinking water by contract to the City of Zion, the Village of Winthrop 
Harbor, and the Adeline Jay Geo-Karis Illinois Beach State Park. This stone placement is required to 
protect the District’s one raw water intake pipe in Lake Michigan. Loss (movement) of this pipe could 
keep the District’s treatment plant from producing drinking water for 30,000 plus customers.  

- This project calls for 375 tons of stone, which is only enough stone necessary to stabilize the intake 
and prevent erosion. 

- This would be a permanent encroachment, the extent of which is limited to the footprint of the 
stone being placed. This should not negatively impact commercial navigation as the area of stone 
placement is within 3000 feet of shore and under about 30 feet of water. This should also not 
negatively impact any recreational boating, swimming, or fishing. The stone could potentially 
provide a habitat for fish, which could be a benefit. 

  

 




