
 
Office of Water Resources, Michael A. Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalle St., S-703, Chicago, IL 60601 

 
March 26, 2026 
Application No. C20260006 

 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources 

Public Notice 
 

Removal of existing fencing and installation of new fencing, 
in Lake Michigan, at 800 Gillson Park Drive, Wilmette, IL 60091 

 
The Wilmette Park District, 3555 Lake Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, has applied for an Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources permit for the removal of existing fencing and installation of 
new fencing at Gillson Park Dog Beach, in Lake Michigan, at 800 Gillson Park Drive, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 
 
The existing fence is 340 ft. long and will be removed. The proposed fence will be 364 ft. long. 340 ft. of the 
proposed fence will replace the existing fence in the same location. 24 ft. of the proposed fence will be added 
to create an enclosed corral. The proposed fence will consist of a 5 ft. high chain-link fence without concrete 
footings. The fence posts will be driven directly into clay substrate to the point of refusal. There will be two 48 
in. gated openings to enter and exit the corral. There will be one 168 in. gated opening to allow for 
maintenance. The proposed project will be reviewed using the Department’s Part 3704 Rules. A location map 
and plans are attached to this notice. 
 
No work is to start on this project unless and until such a time that the permit is issued. 
 
Inquiries and comments regarding the proposed project can be directed to Eric Otto, Senior Water Resources 
Engineer, of the Chicago Office at IDNR/OWR, 160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite S-703, Chicago, Illinois 60601 or 
eric.otto@illinois.gov. 
 
An expanded version of the public notice can be viewed at 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.html. 
 
The signatures, email addresses, and phone numbers of the applicant, co-applicant (if any), and authorized 
agent (if any) are redacted from this public notice. The mailing addresses and phone numbers of adjoining and 
adjacent property owners are redacted from this public notice. 
 
Comments will be accepted through April 27, 2026. 

mailto:eric.otto@illinois.gov
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.html


 

1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, IL 60091  (847) 256-6100 
www.wilmettepark.org 

Anna Murray 
Parks Planner 
3555 Lake Ave 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
 
 
March 6, 2026 
 
 
Eric Otto 
Senior Water Resources Engineer 
Illinois Coastal Management Program 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Lake Michigan Programs 
160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite S-703 
Chicago, IL 60601 
 
 
 
Subject: Illinois Department of Natural Resources Permitting – Gillson Park Dog Beach 
Fencing Upgrade Project 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Otto,  
 
 
Wilmette Park District is seeking permits for the removal and replacement of the existing Gillson 
Dog Beach fence. The existing fence will be replaced with an updated fence that follows the 
same length and area. This replacement will not interfere with Lake Michigan’s waterways or the 
community’s ability to enjoy the lakefront. The total amount of fencing to be replaced is 340 feet. 
24 additional feet will be added to create a corral to enter the beach.  
 
The proposed fence is a five-foot-high chain-link fence installed without concrete footings, with 
posts driven directly into clay substrate to the point of refusal. 190' of fencing will extend from 
west to east, replacing the existing fencing. 60 feet of fencing will continue from north to south, 
replacing the existing fence. Another 90 feet of fencing will continue west to east to enclose this 
area and keep dogs within the boundaries. We are adding an additional 24 feet to create an 
enclosed corral. There will be two entrance gates for the corral, one to enter the corral, and an 
additional to enter the beach. On the west end of the fence there will be a double entrance gate 
to allow maintenance crews to enter the area. 
 
The beach will be closed for roughly two weeks while removal and installation take place. 
Following the removal of the existing fence and installation of the new fence the beach will be 
promptly reopened and ready for use.  
 



 

1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, IL 60091  (847) 256-6100 
www.wilmettepark.org 

Please contact me with any questions, requests or need for additional documentation.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Anna Murray 
Parks Planner 
3555 Lake Ave 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
 

 

Project Description 

The purpose of this project is to update and install a new permitted fence for our dog beach 

area along the shore of Lake Michigan. The update and permitting of this fence will allow this 

area of Gillson beach to continue operating as an off-leash dog beach for both residents and 

non-residents. 

 

Location 

Gillson Park Beach, 800 Gillson Park Dr, Wilmette, IL 60091 

Latitude: 42.08000 ° N | Longitude: -87.71452 ° W 

 

Project Duration 

Following all necessary approvals, approximately two weeks for removal and installation. 

 

Attachments: 

#1 – U.S. Army Corps Joint Permit Application (submitted separately) 

#2 – Project plans and fencing diagrams 

#3 – Location map and aerial imagery 

#4 – Neighboring properties  
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Wilmette Park District

Location: Gillson Park Dog Beach, 800 Gillson Park Dr, Wilmette, IL 60091

Project Title: Gillson Park Dog Beach Fencing Upgrade

Latitude: 42.0800

Longitude: -87.68550
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Wilmette Park District 
Gillson Park Dog Beach Fencing Upgrade 
Location of Project: 800 Gillson Park Dr, Wilmette, IL 60091 
Adjacent Property Owners 
 

List of property owners: 

1.  WILLIAM MARTIN & JEANNE KELSO, 1000 MICHIGAN AVE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

2. WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT, LAKEVIEW CENTER, 800 GILLSON PARK DR, 
WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

3. MICHIGAN SHORES CLUB, 911 MICHIGAN AVE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

4. NSA BAHA IS OF THE US, 536 SHERIDAN RD, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

5. JOHN WATROUS, 516 SHERIDAN RD, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

6. OLD CHICAGO LLC, 510 SHERIDAN RD, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

7. NATL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBL, 100 LINDEN AVE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

8. CHICAGO TITLE LAND TRUST, 430 SHERIDAN RD, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

9. WILLIAM T ODONNELL JR, 32 LINDEN CT, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

10. STEPHEN V KING, 10 CANTERBURY CT, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

11. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT, 3 CANTERBURY CT, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

12. MARTIN THEODORE, 1 CANTERBURY CT, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

a. BILLING:  

13. RESIDENT, 729 ROSLYN PL, EVANSTON, IL 60201 

a. BILLING:  
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