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Executive Summary 

 

The Illinois Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan & Strategy Version 1.0, along with 
the 2015 Implementation Guide to the Illinois Wildlife Action Plan, have guided the 
conservation of Native Species and Natural Communities in Illinois for the past 20 years.  
These foundational documents describe our initial coordinated State Wildlife Action Plan.  

Surveys and research efforts conducted during this interval in support of this Plan have 
increased our knowledge about the extent and condition of Native Species, recognized 
continuing and new threats and stressors acting on them, and identified and described 
ways to more effectively manage their populations and habitats.  Acknowledging this work 
requires us to adjust our approach to meet current conditions.     

The Illinois Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan & Strategy Version 2.0 (CWCP 2.0 or 
Illinois Wildlife Action Plan) has been developed to make use of what we have learned over 
the past two decades and facilitate continued progress in the conservation of Native 
Species throughout Illinois for the next 20 years.  It is designed to revise, update, and 
replace previous versions of Illinois Wildlife Action Plan while addressing persistent and 
new conservation challenges to native wildlife and plant species and the Natural 
Communities that support them. 

Our Vision for Illinois is a landscape that supports resilient populations of native wildlife 
and plants along with human endeavors.   

Our Approach for achieving that Vision is founded on two simple ideas – (1) most wildlife 
and plant species can coexist with people on the landscape, and (2) some species need 
additional help to endure in the 21st Century.  The Illinois Wildlife Action Plan addresses 
these ideas in two primary ways – (1) management that enhances the Illinois landscape in 
ways that support Native Species, and (2) directed actions to support species that require 
additional help. 

The CWCP 2.0 is organized into Sections that describe a conservation approach directed at 
three major Goals to work towards over the next 20 years – (1) increasing the extent and 
quality of shared lands, (2) maintaining native wildlife and plant species, and (3) increasing 
public connection and appreciation to native species and their habitats.  Sections focused 
on the Illinois Landscape, Native Species, Natural Community based Campaigns, and 
Conservation Opportunity Areas provide Conservation Action Strategies that outline the 
work required to meet our conservation goals and approach our Vision for Illinois. 

  


